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Abstract

This study examines a significant literary heritage consisting of
four works in the field of ethical literature: «Tahdhib al-Akhlag»
(Refinement of character) by Ibn Miskawayh, «Al-Munqidh min al-
Dalal wa al-Mufassih <an al-Ahwal» (Rescuer from Misguidance) by
Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, «Sayd al-Khater» (Hunting the Idea) by Ibn
al-Jawzi, and «Badi> al-Fawarid» (Al-Fawaid: A Collection of Wise
Sayings) by Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya. The focus is on the study of the
topic of argumentation (hujaj) within these works. The significance
of this topic is derived from the importance of the literary heritage
and its role in establishing the moral framework in Arab-Islamic
culture. Additionally, the study employs an argumentative approach
to analyze this traditional literature.

The research consisted of a theoretical introduction and four
practical sections. The introduction aimed to define the concept of
«hujaj» (argumentation) and provide an overview of the studied
literary heritage. The four sections focused on the phenomenon of
argumentation, following a progressive approach. The first section
examined the value system through categorical dualities encompassing
various moral criteria. The second section emphasized the main
components of argumentation, represented by ethos, pathos, and
logos. The third section was dedicated to studying the argumentative
mechanisms in the field of ethical literature while the fourth section
delved into exploring the strategies of argumentation within the
studied heritage, as well as its functions and prospects.

The research concluded with a set of findings, among which is the
identification of the foundations of the value system in works of ethical
literature. It highlighted their position within Arab-Islamic values
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and human values, as well as the distinction between philosophical
values and religious values. Furthermore, it revealed the distinctive
characteristics of ethical discourse in terms of its content, methods,
strategies, and functions. Additionally, it emphasized the role of
argumentation in shaping and promoting ethical values, as well as in
persuasion.

Keywords: Ethical literature, value system, argumentation,
persuasion, influence.
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