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Part-time
college,
working,
has an
apartment

Job, lives
with friends,
has parties
every night
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Six-month
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lives with
older
brother

Graduate from
High School

Find Your Future Path

Not
working

yet, goes
out with
friends,
lives at
home
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hours a week
for Dad, lives
at home

Two-year
college
certificate,
works part
time,
lives at
home

One-year
job
training,
lives at
home,
baby-sits

Future Tree
Directions:  You graduated and you
must decide on your next step.
Each branch of this tree represents
a next step after graduation. Read
the situations and choose a branch.
Using a marker, trace your branch.
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Future Path Scenarios

1.    You live on the streets and you are always hungry. Your parents kicked you out three months
ago because of your drug problems and your choice of friends. You can’t keep a job because
of drugs. You are on probation for having drugs. You want to get your life straightened out.

2.    You work at Burger King and earn minimum wage. You must take the bus to work.
You’ve had several jobs. You have a hard time keeping jobs because you like to party. Your
parents are ready to kick you out for coming in late. You joined AA to get your alcohol problem
under control. You have problems paying $80 per month for rent.

3.   You are working as an assistant manager of a bank. You just graduated from State College
with a degree in Business. You are single and rent a nice apartment for $1,000 a month. You drive a
used Jeep. You make $22 an hour and love your job. 

4.    You are working as a manager of Taco Bell for $18 an hour. You just finished your AA degree
at the community college. You live with your Mother and have a one year old baby. You pay
$425 a month for child care and $150 a month for rent. You drive an old Ford.

5.    You are working as a nurses assistant for $14 an hour after six months of training. You drive
an old Volkswagon. You live at home with your parents and two younger sisters. Your parents  
have strict rules about what time you can come in and when meals are served. You also must
pay $60 a month rent.

6.    You worked as a security guart after six months of training. While working you took courses
at the community college for three years. Now you are working as a police officer after training
at the police academy. You are making $25 an hour and like your job. You are married with a 
new baby and live in an apartment. Your only car is a Honda Civic. 

7.    You are working for a construction company making $18 an hour. You own a truck and are
renting a room from the parents of an old friend for $350 a month. They don’t like it if you
have friends over and you have to be quiet. They do let you share meals so you are lucky to
have a nice home-cooked meal every day. You like your job and want to get your contractor’s
license in a few years.

8.    You are working for $30 an hour in LA as a makeup artist for a studio and you love your
job. You own a Mustang and live in a nice apartment for $1,200 a month. You are married and both
of you work. You have had two years of job training and a one year internship.
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Choose Your Future Path

Graduate from
High School

Future Tree 
Directions:  You must decide what you
want in five years.  One branch of this
tree represents your life in five years.
Read the situations at the end of the
branches.  Choose a branch. Using a
marker, trace your branch.

1
Homeless,
not working,
gets help
from friends
and shelters

Working, at
Burger King,
minimum
wage, rides
bus, lives with
parents

Working,
$30 an
hour, owns
a Mustang,
rents a nice
apartment

Working,
$22 an
hour, owns
a used Jeep,
is renting a
house

Working, $14
an hour, owns
an old
Volkswagon,
lives at home

Working, $18
an hour, owns
a truck, rents a

room.

Working, $18
an hour, owns
a Ford sedan,
lives with
Mother

Working, $25
an hour, owns
Honda Civic,
rents a
townhouse.2
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