Be a Responsible

Community Member

TRANSITION OBJECTIVE

Students will discuss and complete a pre-test evaluating their understanding of

community responsibilities.

RELEVANCE TO SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION

Belonging to a group is an important part of understanding the community and
the responsibilities that come when living in one. This classroom can function as a

community group.

INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE

O STEP 1: Update Journal

| take care of my things by . ..

O STEP 2: Convene Roundtable

“One thing | am responsible for is

O STEP 3: Advance Organizer

“Today you will learn fto identify your
responsibilities in the community.”
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F Our
Rnswer

1. What does this map represent?

2. When you look at fhis map of your community, what makes you feel proud?
3. Isthis @ nice community?

4. Arethere fun and interesting things to do in this community?

5. What responsibilfies do you have fowards your commurity?

6. Who pays for propery that is damaged in your community such as
vandaiism from grafitiz

7. Who pays for roads, schools and police?
8. Who makes decisions about how fax dollars are spent?

9. Who decides what is important for our community, such as community
centers?

oooooooooooo
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O STEP 4: Activity - 20 Minutes

Show a map of the local community with
the location of the high school highlighted.
Use a map from the Internet to print or
display on a screen. Have students answer
qguestions about the map and community
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using the handout Our Community. Discuss
the questions with the class. Summarize the
discussion by telling students that everyone is
responsible for taking care of the community
and conserving resources. One way we can
help to conserve resources and make our tax
dollars go further is by conftributing our time
to help with important community activities,
such as volunteering at the community
center, a school or hospital, painting over
graffiti and picking up litter.
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| Belong
‘ ororo o
a ods. 5

OO STEP 5: Activity - 25 Minutes

Have students work in pairs fo read and
answer questions from the handout |
Belong. After 15 minutes, pairs report their
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reactions and answers to questions. Debrief
with the class, explaining the importance
of belonging and being responsible to the
community and others who live there.

Explain that this class will participate in a
four-week project to beautify the classroom.
Have students offer suggestions of things
to do to keep the room clean and more
aftractive. Make alist on the board of at least
five “Improvement Activities” that includes
student suggestions and any of the following
examples: clean and organize bookcases,
design wall displays, clean floor, clean desks,
change room arrangement, dust and find or
make items that willmake the classroom more
attractive. Tell students that each person is
responsible for keeping their desk area clean

and one of the "Improvement Activities.”
After students choose an “Improvement
Activity,” they will form groups and develop
several ways to fulfill their assignment. Have
stfudents stay involved with this project by
providing five minutes at the end of each
class for the next four weeks to complete
their “Improvement Activities.”

O STEP 6: Evaluate Outcomes

One way | will make the classroom more
attractive is "

O STEP 7: Connecting Activity

Notice how your neighborhood looks as you
go home today. Are there things you would
like to do to change or improve ite
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MATERIALS AND PREPARATION

B Student Handouts: Student Letter, page 181; Our Community, page 182; | Belong, page

183.

B Prepare to spend more than one day on this activity if needed.

B Make sure all students are involved in this activity and take responsibility.

SCANS FOUNDATION SKILLS

B Basic Academic Skills: Reading

B Thinking Skills: Creative Thinking, Problem Solving

B Personal Qualities: Responsibility
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