Learn to Accommodate
Your Disability

TRANSITION OBJECTIVE

Students will understand their learning disability and choose strategies to compensate
for their disability.

RELEVANCE TO SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION

Some students have a learning disability that causes problems at school. Once
students learn about theirindividual strengths and weaknesses, they can concentrate
on overcoming them.

INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE

most correct answers. In review, discuss what
these people have learned to compensate
for their disabilities.

O STEP 1: Update Journal
I have strengths and weaknesses that . . .

O STEP 2: Convene Roundtable
“Some things are difficult for me to do
because We

O STEP 3: Advance Organizer

“Today you will learn ways to accommodate
for your disabilities.”
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k he right person for the help you need
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Alzheimers Disease
Dyslexia

‘Alcohol Addiction
Hard of Hearing
Bina

Deaf/Biind

Epilepsy

Deformity (Bones or Limbs)

Maric Depressive

O STEP 4: Activity - 15 Minutes

OO STEP 5: Activity - 30 Minutes

Have students work in groups of three to
complete Celebrity Disabilities. After 10
minutes, review the sheet and record scores
on the board. Identify the group with the
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Explain fo students that everyone has an
area of weakness. Describe your own weak
area (eyesight, a physical problem, hearing,
spelling, reading a map, getting lost). Some
students may not recognize that they have
a learning disability or they may think that
having a disability is justification for failure.
Help them understand that a learning
disability does not prevent their success.

Prepare to discuss the disabilities that
represent the students in your class. Prepare
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and give students their Disability Slip and [ STEP 7: Connecting Activity
talk about disabilities as follows:"In this class
everyone has a learning disability that makes
it hard for you to learnin a specific way. Itis very
important that you understand your disability
and how it affects your learning. | am going to
describe some of our disabilities to help each
of us understand them. Once we understand
we can learn strategies to compensate and
overcome the problems it may cause.” Define
each of the disabilities that are represented
by your students using information from the
Learning Disabilities Definitions. Next, review
the handout Accommodations in School, with
the class. As you read through each section,
refer to students’ disabilities that willneed these
accommodations. Review and continue this
discussion in the next lesson.

O STEP 6: Evaluate Outcomes
One accommodation | will use is “

Have students prepare an oral or written
report about a famous person with a
disability, focusing on ways that person
overcame their barriers.
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MATERIALS AND PREPARATION

B Student Handouts: Celebrity Disabilities, page 88; Answer Sheet Appendix A, page A10.
Accommodations in School, page 89; Learning Disabilities Definitions Appendix A, page
All.

B Answers for the Celebrity Disabilities game are on the miniature game sheet in this lesson.

B Prepare Disability Slips for students by finding their disability on the IEP or psychological
report. Write a short description of their disability in understandable language on a slip of
paper to be distributed to students.

SCANS FOUNDATION SKILLS
B Basic Academic Skills: Reading, Listening
B Thinking Skills: Reasoning

B Personal Qualities: Sociability, Self-Management
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