Compare Vocational Training
and College Choices

TRANSITION OBJECTIVE

Students will gain the skills they need to decide which post-school college or
vocational fraining option they will pursue.

RELEVANCE TO SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION

As high school comes to an end, each student must consider the next step. After
looking carefully at the options, each must decide what is best at this time.

INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE

0O STEP 1: Update Journal
After high school | will plan to . ..

O STEP 2: Convene Roundtable
“After high school, my next step is .

O STEP 3: Advance Organizer
“Today you will debate the positive and
negaftive aspects of college and vocational
training.”
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Next Steps to Vocational Training
ength of program:
Fi a rears depending on the type of
rograr s offer cerfficates, others offer
career diplor nses,
xamples of programs:
abinefmaker
e
Tr

al Therapy Assistant
on

eeeeee

a or a GED

O STEP 4: Activity - 20 Minutes

Divide the class intfo two feams and assign
each team either college or vocational
fraining as a fopic for a debate. Students
should use Next Steps to prepare for the
debate. Tell them they need to study both
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pages to effectively argue in favor of their

topic and then use the Debate Guide to
organize their arguments. Give teams 15
minutes to prepare their arguments.
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Next Steps to College

Length of Program:
AA Degree - 2 years, BA/BS Degree - 4 years
MA/MS Degree - 5 years or longer
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To quaify you must identify yourself as having @ disabilty.
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LESSON 15 Compare Vocational Training and College Choices UNIT 3

have two minutes each to rebut the other

F Debate Guide team. Circulate through the tfeames.
S - O STEP 6: Activity - 10 Minutes
List four reasons your fopic is the best choice for students: Debnef The Closs by rev|ew|ng The mosf
important points from each side. Help
students realize that both options are equally
good, depending on individual preference.
Emphasize that their choice could change

in a few years. For example many people
go to college in their 30s or older. Some
How com you defend yurlorics people who have gone to college also will
go through vocational fraining in their adult
life.

Give personal examples showing why your fopic is the best choice:

What is your finl argument about this fopic?

T O STEP 7: Evaluate Outcomes
One thing | learned from the debate was

O STEP 5: Activity - 15 Minutes —

After the teams have prepared their [ STEP 8: Connecting Activity

Torgumen‘rs, form grogps of l]jour W'TZ mo Interview five adults about college and
eams, one representing cotege an © vocational training to ask the following
ofher representing vocohgnol fraining. Th.e questions: Did you have training or college
feams representing vocational tr.ommg will affer high school2 How did you decide what
start the debate and defend their topic for you would do after high school? If you could,

fwo minu‘res. The college teams will then ge_‘r would you make a different decision? Why?
fwo minutes to defend. Next, each team will

KEY WORDS
implication influence result fulfillment admission
placement acceptance requirements

MATERIALS AND PREPARATION
B Student Handouts: Next Steps, pages 149-150; Debate Guide, page 151.

B Prepare to discuss the advantages of both training and college.
B Prepare to facilitate the debate.
SCANS FOUNDATION SKILLS
B Basic Academic Skills: Listening, Speaking, Writing
B Thinking Skills: Creative Thinking, Problem-Solving, Reasoning, Decision Making

B Personal Qualities: Self-Management, Sociability
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