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THE SOPRON PLEBISCITE

In,Roman Lirnes it was Scarabantia, in the province of
Pannonia. Waves'of Ostrogoths, Langobards and Avars swept the
area from the fifth to the 10Lh Century. And on Dec. L4,
L921, Sopron residents decided whether they would be
Hungarian or Austrian.

Under discussion was an area 25 miles wide, 150 miles
1ong, some 80 square miles with a population of 48,000.

It ran from Pressburg (Bratislava, Pozsony) on the
Danube river to the upper va11ey of the Raab river. There
were portions of Moson (Wieselburg), Sopron (0edenburg) and
Vas (Eisenburg). Sopron was the most important, with a
population of 34,000. Nearby was the Brennberg, with
productive coal mi-nes.

While considered a part of Hungary for over 1,000 years,
few residents of the area spoke Magyar. MosL were German-
speaking, not f rom t.heir Austrian connecti-ons, but an
importation of Bavarians in Lhe LZr.h Century. Joining Lhem in
the 1 7th CenLury were Lutheran Swabians from the Lake
Constance area of southern Germany.

Suggestions had been made in Vienna in 1905 that Lhe
area should be united wit.h AusLria rather than Hungary. In
November 1918, AusLrians ca11ed for a union, not based on
historic grounds but on eLhnic and language backgrounds.

Czech delegations at the Paris peace conference wanted
to cut the pie another way. They wanted the area divided
between Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia, based on Slavic
populaLions in the area.

Austrians devised a cuLsy ploy Lo enLice the land to
them. Since major towns were Pressburg, 0edenburg, Wieselburg
and Eisenburg, all ending in burg, t,hey gave the name
Burgenland to the area. With such a name, surely iL should be
Austrian !

Bilingual Prisoner of tlar
2-He11er note of SoPron
was dated June 16, l9L6
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SOPRON
Language distributlon.

. The Hungarian official statistics gave the language figures for the two nationalities in the
citY of SoPron as: 

uogo, Germon
I7,I I5
17,390

rgoo... r3,54O t7,o24

The Hungarian census of rgro gave'the language statistics for the communes of the plebiscite
area as:

4,8?7
8,ro4

880
89o

Communes

$opron (Odenburg)
Agfalva (Agendorf)
Balf (Wolfs)
Fertdboz (Hollins)
Fertdr6kos (Kroisbach).
Harka (Harkau).....
K6phiza (Kohlenhof).
Nagyczenk (Gr. Zinkendorf). . . .
Sopronb6nfalva (Wandorf). . . . .

Magyar German Croat Others
t73rB
I,83o
r,r6r

Speoking Totol
Mogyor Populolion

6o
r72
465
r89

33,932
1,922
r,393

5r8
2,980
r,0,62
r,85S
r,740
2,789

r5,o22
8S

zo8
26

r50
z6
44

t1625
205

8rr
5

20

78r
a

4

4
5

1,773

5

25,323
.569
547

490
2,766
r,o3 r

38
97

2,57o
II
9

r.pTr
r,724

9II
Total

authority commenced in Sopron
troops were to leave on
occupation on Aug. 29, 1921,

._ See Hurrlcanv, Magyar Statisztikai Kdzlem6nyek, New Series, Yol. 42, N6psz6ml6l[s rgro
(Budapest, rgIe), pp. 4]-5.

The Austrians claimed that the Hungarian censuses of rgoo and rgro favored the Masvars
at the expense of the Germans and Croats, and said that the deures for Sbpron should be.o,irdlv
I8,ooo Germans and r7,ooo Magyars, and for the rural commrines, 6,ooo Germans. 4.ooo Croati.
qnd.3roqo. IVlagyars. The Austrians claimed that the Croats were pro-Austrian. The'Hungarianj
denied this.

r7figr 27,3or_ ?,583^- 9t6 -. 3o,gu 48,r9rB670 SS.?SV7 6.SSV7 r.g7o 6+7o

by A11ied officials. Hungarian
Aug. 28 and 29, with official

Hungary protested vehemently on Jan. 26, 1920, though
rejected by the a11ies, Lhen tried to deal directly with
Austria, thougtr the latter hid behind the provisions of the
Treaty of Saint-Germain.

The Treaty of Trianon came into effect on July 26, 1921,
and in Augus t , the transfer of land and a'dministrative
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Randolph Zander, editor of the Journal of the Russian

Numismatic Society, reported j.n the Summer 1991 issue, Nr.
43, on a Catalog compiled by V. M. Sokolov and M.L Ivanov,
published by the North Caucasus Branch of the All-Unj.on Col-
lectors Society. The group was based at Rostov on Don; public-
ation was in 1927.

The Perm 0blast Collectors Club reissued the volume
in 7962; in 1989 it r/as reissued with additions and correct-
ions. Thj.s information app€ars on the cover page of the bopk,
shown above.

Zander explained that the 204-page processor-pri.nted
catalog 1i sts 7,000 to 8,000 nongov€rnment issue" of paper
money. Under som€ towns is a single entry; under Simferopol
are 56 different issuers, and Vladivostok, 52.

In JRNS 26, Raymond Hebert listed 20 not€s and chits
of a dozen Far Eastern i.ssues, all characterj-zed as rrNot
in Kardakoff." Sokolov-Ivanov lists al1 but on€ of the dozen,
with an additionaJ. 23 vari.eties by 11 issuers.

Item L9 above describes an issue from Moscow.
Some notes are pri-ced at the 1927 le

cannot be consjdered re1iab1e. The catalog is
The address of the Russian Numismatic

Box B0 334, Akron, 0hio 44308-0334.

ve 1 ,
not
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Classified Advertising
GERMAN METAL NOTGELD bought and sol d . Se -l L mun j c j pal ,prjvate , POW, transportatjon, encased postag€, beer lokens

and som€ French. Also se.l I related ljteratur€. T.J. Or1ik,
P.0. Box 94-/, Le rujston, N.Y. 14092.
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Wanda, your diligent behind-the-scenes worker, 'and
Courtney wish' all of our readers best r+ishes for Saint
Nicholas Duy, December 6, a Happy IIannuka, December 2-9,
5752, and a Merry Christmas. We are grateful for all of our
1oya1 readers and look forward to a greaL Notgeld year in
L992

In Lhe welcoming letter sent to those who subscribe to
THE FRAKTUR is the senLence 'rIL is hoped THE FRAKTUR wj-11 be
a rallying point for the hobby."

coined a new word for a collector of Notgeld, Notgeld-
aphiliac.

We'1l 1eL that pass and go on to other comments which he
made . After reviewing the pre sent state of the U. S. coin
market (grades, s1abs, investors) he wroLe rrWhat, if any
inLerest woul-d Lhere be in forming a society devoted to the
study of German Notgeld? Has Lhis ever been done? What about
broadening it into something like the German Numismatic
Association and forming separate study groups for medieval,
Holy Roman Empire, Notgeld, etc? I believe such a group would
be successful. I would be willing to work toward that goa1.
What do you think?tf

WhaL do readers think? THE FRAKTUR would take the course
of a Notgeld society embracing all forms of emergency money
from all counLries; too many of us slip into other counLries
even if we say we collect ttGerman.tt

Look at Schleswig-Holstein; German-Polish border areas;
German-language issues from present-day Czechoslqvakia;
German-language issues of Austria; the Alsace-Lorraine issues
which were all mixed up between France and Germany.

One advantage which the emergency collector has today is
that more books are available. Twenty years ago there were
the Ke1ler books and that was Lhat.

Since then many of the Ke11er books have been reprinted;
books have been published detailing the issues of a single
city; they have listed notgeld-issuing towns in alphabetical
orde r ; by province s ; by topics . Slnce Se pEembe r we have
listed over 45 titles, and have a few more to list, on hand
or avail-ab1e by order.
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THE FRAKTI'R ST

Muenster/Westfalen ND 5 Mark Gefangenen-Lager I folds
Campbell 3304 $10
Ruegenwalde 0ct. L, 1920 5 Pf P-S 2232a gl.ZSx
Ruestringen ND 50 Pf P-S 2234 $1.ZSx
Ruhla Nov. 129, 1918 20 Mark K-425 g3
Ruhla May 1, L920 50 Pf P-S 2235e $.ZS*
Ruhla April L, l92I 50 (4) Pf L-LL23 92.ZSx
Ruhpolding April 5, L92L 40 Pf L-L724 g1.ZSx
Saalfe1d/SaaLe April L, L92l 10, 25, 50 Pf L-IL25a $2*
Saalfeld/Saa1e April 15, L92L 50 (3) Pf L-LLZSc $1.SOxSaalfeld/Saale Aug. 1-, L92L 75 (5) Pf L-1125d $3*
Saarburg ND 50 (4) Pf L-L126 $2.ZSx
Saarlouis 0ct. L19L9 10 Pf P-S 2247g $2.ZSx

L

Sachsa, Bad April L,
Salzburghofen t92O 1

Salzig, Bad ApriL 25
Salzuflen, Bad May 1

Salzwedel March 20,
Sangerhausen March 26,

$3. sox
St. Blasien July
St. Goarhausen ND
St. Magnus Nov. 9
St. Toenis Nov. 5
Satrup May 26, L9
Saulgau Feb. 15,
Schaa,la Aug. 15,

Schie rke
Schie rke
$3*
Schkeuditz Sept. 15, 1918
Schleiz Aug. 25, t9I9 5,
Schleiz Dec. 1, 192L 50 (

192L 50 Pf L-LLZ7b $.S0o
2, 10 Pf P-S 2248 $1.75

$1. zsx
L-LL32 $2 . SOx
L-1 133 $1 . ZSx
L, 3 Mark L-1134

10 Pf P-S 228Lb $2x
25 Pf P-S 2287d $Z.ZS*

f L-l150 set $5*

L92L 50, 75 Pf L-l153 $tOx
s0 (3) Pf L-11s6 $7*
f L-1 159b Max Bechstej n $1. SOx
Pf L-1160 Set $3.SOx

L92L 25 (2), s0 (2) Pf Set L-1163

,
92
L9

L28 $1.ZSx1.92L 25, 50 Pf L-1
1 s0 (2) Pf L-1.129
2L 5, LO ,25, 50 Pf

1.921 5, 10, 25 Pf
ct. 1, l92L 75 Pf,St. Andreasberg/Harz 0

L

20 50 Pf P-S 2259r. $l.ZSx
f P-S 226L Lorelei Rock $1.ZSx
| 75 Pf L-l136 $1.SOx
0 25, 50, 75 Pf L-l137 $5*
Pf L-1139 $6*

10, 50 Pf P-S 2265 $2tr
25, 50 Pf L-1140" $1.ZSx

Harz May 30, L92I 25 Pf L-1148 $.60r*
Harz April 1, l92l 10 (2), 25 (2), 50 Pf L-LL49

1, L9
10 P

, r92
, 192
2L 50
1918
L92L

Schalkau/Thuer. 1918 50 Pf P-S 2268a $1.ZSx
Schalkau/Thuer. L920 P-S 2268c available with and wlthout
ye11ow $2* each
Schalkau/Thuer. to Oct. 31, I92L 50 (6) Pf ser L-1141 $3.25x
Scheessel Jan. 1, L92l 25, 50 (4) Pf L-LL44 $5*
Scheibenberg July 1, t92L 50 (4) Pf L-1 145 $2. SOx
Schierke/Harz July L, L92L 10, 25,50, 75 Pf L-LL47a g2.SOx

/

5,
10,

8) P
Schleswig 1918 2, 5 Mark K-436 $2.25
Schleswig 1920 50 Pf P-S 22909 $2x
Schleswig May 31, L92O 10 Pf Orange karton P-S 2290h $.SOo
Schleswig ND (192L) 25 Pf P-S 2290i $1*
Schliersee June 15, 1921 L0 Pf L-1152 $1rE

l
Schlossvippach 0ct
Schmie deberg, Bad
Schmoelln l92L 50
Schneeberg l92I 50
Schneverdingen Feb
$4.sox
Schnobuell ND 50 Pf L-1164a6I $1.SOx
Schnobuell June tr , L92L 25, 75 Pf L-L1,64 $2.50
Schoenberg to Jan. L, L923 25, 50 Pf .L-l165 $1.ZSx
Schoene bect</E1le ND 50 Pf L-1166 $L.50
SchoeppensLedt to Dec. 31, L92L 50 ( 10) Pf L-1165 $6. SOx
Schoetmar Aug. L921. 3 Mark L-1 170 $1. SOx

. t_,
L92L
(3) P
(6)

. 25,

L
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Schopfheim April 1, L92L 5O (4) Pf L-LL71 $4,25x
SchrueLLorf Nov. 1, L92l 25, 50, 7n5 Pf , 1 Mark L-tL72 $3*
Schwarzburg May 1, t92L 50 Pf P-S 2331. $1.ZSx
Schwarzburg March 1, 1922 50 Pf L-1178 $.60r*
Schwarzenberg to Dec. 3L, L92O 10, 50 Pf P-S 2332a $1.SOx

Schwarzenberg to Dec. 31, L92O 25, 50 Pf P-S 2332d $1
Schwe dt to July 1 , L922 10, 25 "Pf. P-S 2337 $ 1 . SOx
Schweich/Mose1 Aug. 1, L92t 25 Pf L-1179c $3.S0*
Seeth ND 50, 75 Pf L-1186 $2.ZSx
Seeth ND 1 Mark L-l186 tear $1
Seeth-Eekholt to Dec. 31, lgzl L-t 187 $2. ZSx
Segeberg Nov. 8, 1918 20 Mark K-456 $5
Segeberg Dec. 18, I92O 25, 50 Pf L-1188 $1.ZSx
Seitenberg/Glatz ND 5 Pf P-S 2354 $1*
Se11ir,/nuegen ND 75 (4) Pf L-1189 $4.SOx
Siegburg March 20, L92l 10, 25, 50 Pf L-l195 $2
Silberberg Aug. 1, L920 25 Pt. P-S 237L $t.ZS+
Silberberg May L, l92L 50 Pf L-l 198 $1. SOx
Simmern March 1, I92I 25 Pf P-S 2373 $2*
Soldin May L92L 25, 75 Pf 1 Mark (2),2 Mark L-1205 $6*
Soltau June 1-, 1920 25 Pf P-S 2381h $.ZSo
Soltau Jan. 1, L92L 10 Pf P-S 238L $.25o
Soltau l92l 50,60, 7O,80, 90, 100 Pf L-l208 $5*
Soltau to Dec. 31, L92L 50 Pf, L Mark L-l209b Map Plebiscite
$1*
Sommerfeltl April 1, 1920 10 Pf P-S 2382e $.ZSo
Soemmerda Aug. L, L92l 25 (2),50 (2) Pf, 1 Mark (2), set
L-1 200 $4*
Soerup/Angln May 18, L92O 50 Pf L-120L Max BechsLein $1t$
Sonneberg Jan. 21, L92l LO, 25 Pf L-L2L3a $1.ZSx
Speicher/Eife1 Sept. t, 1921 50 Pt L-LZL7 $2.SOx

THE FRAKTUR BOOTSTORE
Additional titles
Bakowsky, Herbert Spezialkatalog Nordschleswig $20
Si.ugs seddelkat.alog Slesvig Plebiscit zone I og II $10
Fi11mann, Hans, and Kai Lindman LPG -Ge1d (Notes issued
by cooperaLives in DDR) $20
We have listed over 4'5 titles since September, More are
becoming available.

FADENZAELER or linen counters, were described on page 6 of
THE FRAKTUR, July 1989. A new supply has been ordered. These
optical devices measure l-0 lines beLween millimeters.
+$ Uncirculated
K-Ke11er catalogs; L-Lindman catalog; P-S Pick-Si.emsen

s49 45THE FRAKTUR, P.0. Box 334, Io1a, Wis.
The NotgeLd Hotline L-800-547-LO67
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