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ASTR.O NOTGELI)
For mony of our members who collect ostronomy wherever it con be found, Germon notgeld
offers o voriefy of interesting items. Buf whot, you moy osk, is notgeld?
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During the Firsi World Wor o shortoge of regulor currency mode it necessory for mony Germon

towns, cities ond communities fo issue emergency coins ond PoPer money. These monetory

curiosiiies ore known collectively os noigeld which meons necessity money. Both the metol

ond poper notgeld ore collected extensively 6y numismotists in Europe ond North Americo.

From the numismoiic point of view it is sofe to presume thot little otfention wos poid to noi-
geld when ii first mode its oppeoronce. The notion wos involved in o foteful militory struggle,

economic conditions were in o perpetuol stote of crisis ond notgeld wos being used to buy the

necessities of dqily life. From l9l4 until l9l8 most Germons were concerned with more Press-
ing motters thcn the collecting of poper money.

After the Armistice, however, there wos some opporfunity for pursuits ofher thon sheersurvivol'
Although ihe economy wos in choos ond much politicolturmoilexisted, some people begon to

show on interest in ocquiring exomPles of the emergency money issued during the wor. When

collectors' requests for specimens come to the issuing outhorities, some of them seized upon

the occosion to roise some much needed fiscol revenue. At first the old ploies were put bock

on the presses ond collectors were obliged for o smoll fee. lt wos not long though before not-
geld wos being produced specificolly to toke odvontoge of the gnowing collector demond'

As o rule, ihere wos nothing sinister or underhonded in the monufocfure of notgeld for the

collector morket. Although the nofes hod the troppings of legitimocy such os"goodfor" clouses,

foce volues, dotes, seols ond signotures, lheir stotus wos only slightly obove thot of souvenirs'

Even the designs of the notes reflecfed o spirii of lightheortedness which suggesfs fhot the not-
geid of this period wos not intended to be token os o serious fiduciory insfrument'
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ASTROFAX Poge 29

The stondord cotolog for Germon notgeld wos compiled in severol volumes by h Arnold Keller'
Most of the osfro theme items ore to be found in Volume 4- Series notes (Serienscheine) which
ore those primorily issued for the collecfor morket. ln his prefoce fo this volume, h Keller
detoils mony of tl're outsi'onding ortistic series os wellos the more blotont obuses thof occured'

"The public become more ond more opposed to the Notgeld ldiocy. Finolly fhis resulted in the

possing of o low doted lTth Ju ly 1922, whereby oll further notgeld iszues were forbidden, ond

the issuers threotened wiih punishmenf." One moy wish thot the new-issue proctices of certoin
notions might be so eosily deolt with todoy I
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Rothenow note reduced 25o/"

others sl-rown octuo I size

Typicolof the less serious subiects found on notgeld ore Rbfhenow's sorgozer (right) ond the

series from Gemeinde Kolln-Reisiek depicting zodioc signs. There ore six notes in the zodioc

set, eoch with two different signs on bock qnd o single design on front of Sun, Moon ond stors

Below ore o poir from Kreuzburg (now Kluczbork, Polond) honoring notive son Gustov Freytog

(.l8.l6-.l895); o firmous novelist, dromofist ond critic on the 25pf volue ond recolling the city's
founding in fhe l3th centuryby knightsof the Red StorOrder(50pf volue). A comet or mefeor

oppeors on the one in memory'of Freytog. Con onyone verify if there wos on ocfuol sighting

of o comet/meteor neqr Freytog's birthdote or is it symbolic/ttoditionolonly?
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Poge 5ASTROFAX

LILIENTHAL ASTRONOMERS

On poge 30of Astrofox #20 ore shown Germon nofgeld issued by fhe Ulienfhol Sovings Bonk
depicfing ostronomers Bessel, Schroefer ond Hording. ln reply fo the requesf for biogrophies
of Schroeter ond Hording, h Bruzek kindly supplied the following:

Johonn Hieronvmus SCHROETER wos born ot Erfurt in1745. He took legol studies in Gottingen
ond while there, Kosfner - then direcfor of the Goftingen observofory -oroused his interesi in
osfronomy. Lofer in Honnover, Schroeter become ocquoinfed with the Herschel fomily ond
thof revived his oslronomicol octivities. ,At thot fime, Wilhelm Herschel wos olreody known
os on outsfonding osironomer in Englond.

ln I78l Schroefer moved fo Lilienthol, o smoll town neor Bremen, where he become o govern-
menf officiol ("Oberomtmonn"). There he built o srnollobservotory ond obtoined in 1785 o
seven-foot reflectorby W Herschel, then one of fhe mosf powerful instruments outside Englond.
ln 1792 Schroder's workshops in Lilientholconstructed, under superintendence ond ot the cosf
of Schroefer, o thirteen-foot ond lofer o fwenfy-foot reflecfor for the observotory.

During 34 yeors Schroeter sfudied the fopogrophy of the moon ond the plonefs porf ly ossisted
by Hording ond Bessel, both of whom received their trqining os procticolosfronomers in Ulien-
thol. ln 1805 Hording become professor in Gotfingen while Bessel, who succeeded him os

ossisfont, wos nominoted director of the new observofory of Konigsberg in I810"

Schroeter wos the fother of descriptive osfronomy in Germonyos Herschel wos in Englond. He
mode numerous imporfonf discoveries of losting importonce, especiolly in fhe fopogrophy of
the moon. However, mony of his rezults did nof remoin undisputed. ln porficulor, he hod
orguments with Herschel obout some results or interprefofions of observotions. The iudgemenf
of Schroefer by his confemporories wos rother controversiol indeed. But he wos in greof esfeem
with GaLss ond Lichtenberg ond wos elecfed o member of quite o number of Germon ond for-
eign leorned socieiies.

ln April I8t3, Lilienthol wos deslroyed by French troopsond Schroefer's observotory with oll
books ond writings burni down. Schroefer did nof recover from thot blow ond died 29 Augusf
1816.

Korl Ludwiq HARDING wos born ot Louenburg in 1765. Originolly he studied theologyond
come to Schroeter in U lienthol for privote fuforing. He become more ond more interested in
Schroefer's ofionomicolocfivifies ond from 1800 wos hisossistonf observer. On 2 September
18C/ , he detecfed Juno, the second plonetoid. ln l814 he sforfed consfruction of o celestiol
otlos designed for the ryeciol purpose of focilitoting osteroidol reseorch. This mosf importont
ochievement of Hording wos not compleied uniil 1822 in Gottingen where he hqd become o
professor for ostronomy in 1805. He colloboroted there closely with Gouss who wos direcfor
of the Gottingen observofory since I807. Hording died on 3l Augusf I834.

As for the connection between Lilientholond Konig$erg, it is of course Bessel. Bessel ioined
Schroeter in 1805 offer Hording hod left for Gotfingen ond remoined unfil 1809 os ossisfont
observer. After he hod moved to Konigsberg, little connection fo Ulienthol wos left, if ony
qt oll. For insfonce, Bessel leorned of Schroefer's deoth only from the newpopers.
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