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LAHNSTEIIT (Cber- and llieoer- )

A \otgeld artist itt Arnerica?
Yes, Virginia, she \^/as ali v: and vrel l ir.r Chic:rgo f or

qlany yeers.
l{e tre!< back in tinne to the aree of the Deutsche Eck,

the ar2a wher!6 rivers frorn the east aqd west florv into the
Rhine River within seven l<iloneters of one anoLher, r:oughly
forming a cross, the Gernan corner.

Th-' NIose11e Iliver f1o'nrs fron the interior of' France,
beconning the Lttxemburg*Gernan borrier fron Apach ro ober:bi11ig
as the Mose1, and c.utting rlown steeP 'nountain sides to enter
the Rhine at Coblenz, ca11ed by the Ro'nans Confluentes, the
confluence. Sone of the 'ttost treasured tvine of Gernany is
made f rom the grapes grol{n along those steep 'nouutain slopes '

Up the Rhine from Coblenz comes the Lahn River j nto rhe
Rhine. Oddly enough, the Lahn 1ue11e, the source' is about
even with Bonn, east of Si-egen on the Stiegleburg' A1so, the
source,s of the Sieg anrl Ei4er rivers are found on the sarne

Tountain.
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KOS appears in the lower left
corner of the 25-Pfennig noLe
of ltliederlahnstein , 1917,
designed by I(aethe Olshausen-
Schoeuberger, who lived in the
Chicago area for 20 years.
P-S 1905

The Lahn f lorvs eastluard, turning to f loru southrvarrj at
Marburg, and continues westerly past Giessen, lr/etzlar,
So1'ns, Braunfels, I{eilbrrrg, Lirrburg, Diez and Bad E.ns, to
f 1ow into tl're Rhin.J 4 t IahnsEein. Until r.-^cent years,
0berlahnstein \vas on the south sirle of t_he Lahn at the Rhine;
on the norti-r side rviis \iederlahnstein. Since.June 7,1g(r9,
it has been a single cornillunity.

fssrre-rlated May 1, 1977, \rer-e 2ll* and 50-lrfennig notes,
Pick-Siemsen 1905. On the face of the 25-pfennig note, in the
lower right corner, .tre thc initials K.O.S., KaeIh._-
Olshau,sen-Schoenberger.'t'hr jnternati.onal.ly kno,vn ilrtist
later moved to Chicago with l-rer son, Dr..loern.J. Olshrus?n.

Much satire apprlrs on tl.re KOS note. I'he white horse
drinks fron an ink boIt1e, lvhich represents the Gertatl Reich
bure?rLlcracy. In Gerr),in, a rvI'rite horse is a "Schim-re-1 ." I''t ths
illustration the r^rhite horse becones an "Amts.schimmel,t'
1itera11y the "l^/hite Bureau I{orse."

The tcr0l "Amtsschj.n'ne1" is one of derision, a slang Eerrl
sy'nbolic of bureaucracy, or a red tape rentality.

The bureaucrat riding the horse is rvielding his over-
sized f ui11 pen. The horse i.s drinking inl<. On tl-re bottle is
writtpn S-Tinte. Tinte is ink, but oot just any inrt, knorvn by
implication to tl-re German that it is "f)eutsche Rei.chs Tint:,rl
German empire federal ink.

Completing the thought is the hanster, sneal(in3 ?\^/ay
with tl-re b;r8 of 3oodie,s he is hoarding. Iloarding ofLen
becomes a factor of shorta3es, inflation, riots and civil
unrest. Hoarding i^/as i11ega1, but often practiced by city
folks seeking scarce food items from farner friends.

The Gernan slang tvord f or hoarder is Flanster; thcse rvho
hoard are said to go "l{anstern'.'t

In a fine backgrourd prilting is found a repetitive
le.qend: N0TGIILD DER STADT NIEDERLAI{NSTEIN. Ilut j u.st above the
bureaucrat cn the horse is the cl-ranged legend: RICfITIG
VERTEILEN MACHET VIEW S0RGEN (Proper rationin.g causes nuch
headache. ) Rhyming rvi th this legend is another over the
ha'nsteT, HAE:IT ICH DIE BEUTIi NUR ERST GERORGEN (If ]
that loot stowed away safely ).

onlY had
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The entire picture is franed in a barbed wire design.
Mayor ttRodytt and ttHahn,tt his deputy, signed the notes in

L9L7. 0n the back of the 25-Pfennig note, a farmer and a
soldier join hands, with a smoking f actory in the background.

0n the 50-Pfennig noLe, a river steaner is seen crossing
the Rhine river.0n the back is seen the Church of St. John,
a harn and a turnip. Each note is dated May L, 7Sl7 .

Two varietie.s of the 25-pf ennig note are known, each
issued on paper bearing an S-S watermark. Whether a genuine
need arose for more of the L977 notes, or for a collector
demand is not known. The serial numbers on the back of the
original notes face the edge of the note; on the reprint,
the numbers face away. Known serial number.s of the original
numbers range f rom 000418 through 033i 1.5; on the reprints,
from 102332 through 120931.

Two varieties of the 25_pfennignote are shorrn, the upper onewith the serial numbei'i".i"g
the- edgei rhe lorer *itf,-til.number facing away.

The companion note to the 25-pfennig note is a 5O_pfennigissue, 1917, shor*ing r.iiu". steanei and a [rr rr,a'trrirrip".The church of St. .lJtrn in Niederlatrnstein appears in thecenter of the back design.
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Gazin g .at Coblenz, Geruany, f rom
the fortress at Ehrenbreitstein
is a pair of visitors. Coming
Lorrard them is the Yosel River,
joining the Rhine Ri-ver, which
is flowing northward to their
right. A park, the "I)eutsche
Eck,rt is located on the
triangular piece of land where
the rivers join.

While Frau 0lsharlsen-Schoenberger I'v1s living in Iulunich 
'

the qlayor of Niederlahnstein wrote to her and asked that she

design the 25-Pf ennig note. '\^/hen she 1ct:du.dZ he asked what
her f ee would be. "No f ee, " she replied, "3'-ust a basket of
food." So her fee was a generous basket of cheese' wine and

.sausa8e .

She \{as lcnoh'n early in her c'lreerls i-l c'lricaEurisL' At:

the age of 15 she publishecl "Reiterinnen anrl Rarllerinnen ' "
Lady horseback riders :rnd cyclists'

Idhen Dr. Olshausen wrote Lahnstein 0berburgermeister
Rolf lde11, the mayor replieri "Fi1es of the Notgeld issue of
1917 no longer exist. IIe arlcleri that exanples of Ilre notes are
in the city archives but that the city fathers did not know

the nane of the arlist.
The mayor rlirl find a copy of the notice fron the

,n,rnicipal trea rlry which decree..l that in Sept':mber 1919' the
50-Pfennig notes woulrl no longer be considered 1ega1 tender'

Dr. Olshausen adried that his mother was born Kaethe
Schoenberger in Moe'i1ing, Austria, June 11' 1BB1' She

married Dr. Franz Ol*shausen, a Gerrrlan career diplo'nat and

African explorer. She took the nane (aethe 0lshausen-
Schoenberger. The pair also traveled 1n $euth A'nerica ' A

voyage up the Anazon River to fquitos, Peru' \'/as recalled in
illustrated books by the arti st/;uthor, including "In Spiegel
der Tieri{e1t," in the mirror of the animal world'

Mrs. Olshausen lived in the United States for over 20

years. She clied in Graz, Austria, in 1968'
Other Notgelrl issues of Oberlahnstein inslurle one and

two-Pfennig nntus marl<e'l LAIINRRIIIiCKFI (tann Rridge)' s'na11

oval or rounrl carrlboartl.
fssuerl Dec. 12, 1g22, \'/ere 2O-ltlark notes' Fron July 27'

7923, were values 25,000 and 1OO,OO0 Marl<' I):rted Arrg' 15'
1923, were values 100,000,500,000, one and five million
Mark. Date'.1 Septembcr 1923 lvere 1O million I\lark notesj' and

Sept. 9, 1923, 100 anrl 2O0 Tri11ion lularl< vT lues'
Fro.n Oberlahnstein were inflation notes daled Au3' 4'

1923, 500,000 Marl<; August 7923, one and five million I\{ark;

anrl September 7923,20,50 and 100 Million I'lark'
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AUSTRTA
RICHTER, Rudolf Notgeld 0esterreich 1993 German 136 pp $32.50

DENMARK
SIiiGS seddelkatalog Slesvig 1970 Danish B6 pp $10

GIiRMANY
BAK0l,!'SKY, Ilerbert Das Notgeld der Stadt Flensburg I914-1923

1975 German B0 pp #49, "Die IYuenze" $i0
BAK0tr{SKY, Herbert Spezialkatalog Nordschlesrvig 1991 German

s6 pp $zo
FILLi'IANN, Hans & Kai Lind.nan LPG-Ge1d 1991 Gernnan 62 pp q20
LINDMAN, Kai Die Ersatzzahlungsmittel der Strafvoll zug-
seinrichtungen der DDR 7992 Gcrman 26 pp $g
LINDIYAN, Kai Das Brcmer Not3eld 1989 ll'2 pp $tq
LfNDMAN, Ce11er Notsgeld 1992 German 9B pp $1-5
LINDMAN, Kai Das Notgeld von Niedcrsachsen Rezirl< \rioscr-llrn.s

1993 German 56 pp $17.50
MEYER, Hans Das Papiernotgeld der Rhelnprovinz 19I4-192/+

1975 German 232 pp #21, "Die i\luenze" $i0
MEYIiR, llans Das Peipiernotgelcl cl es Nachmarligen Landes'l'huri-ngen

l9L4-1923 1976 Gernan 160 pp #33, "Die I\luenze" $g
MEYER, Hans & Hartmut Schoena\,/a, Das Papiernotgeld der

Provinz Sachsen und Anhalt 1988 German 192 pp $18
N0SKE, Reinhard Das Not- und ErsaLzgeLd aus Rrestau 1991

German 72 pp $17.50
PICK, Albert & Carl Siemsen Das Lagergeld ConcenLraLion Cirmp

and D. P. Camp Scrip i933-1947 1993 Germarn 72 pp $27.50
PICK, Albert Das papiergeld Bayerns 1989 German 230 pp $40
SCIIR0CK, U.[.G. Gcsch-ichLc de.s Ilaunclner Notg,eldr:s 1!)]6 bis

T948 l987 German 140 pp $18
SCIIOENAI.dA, Hartmut Meclclenburg Pommern 1993 Cerman 102 pp

$zo
SCH0ENAWA, I'lartmut Das Papicrnotgcld von Sachsen 1991 German

420 pp $Ztu
S0B0TTA, I{o1f gang Geschichte des Goslarer Notgc lde.s 191[>-

1923 1973 German 704 I)p ll42 "Die I'luenze" $6
i'/INGENDIiR, Karl-Rurl o1f Das Notgcld dor chenralig,r-.n Krcisc

Trier-Lancl und Saarburg 1987 German '22 pp, 1l p1a tes
$8. s0

ZIIISIINIIIlNI\lli, I[orst Cr:schi,chLc dr-.r' I]ayrr:uLhcr- NoLrg,r.lld.schc.itrc
i9B5 German 30 pp $7.50

EIlERGENCY M0NEY S0CIETY Energency Coi ns of German y 1914-1923
1970 English 200 pp $7.50

KISCH, Guido ldar Prisoner i{oney and i\ledals (The Numisrnatist,
1963) English 24 pp $2.sSorom

LANG, Michael Polnisches Notgeld cles ZrueiIcn lVeLtl<ric13c.s
19Bq German 56 pp $iZ

SIK0RSKI, Bogumil, in 4 volumes, in Polish, English
translation of titles, followed by date, pages, cosL:

Notes of Wagrowca, Damaslarvka 1914-i 919 1992 36 irp $11 . 50
Notes of Golanczy, I-ekna, I"obzenicy, Szamocina & \r'yrzysl<a

191,4-1920 1,992 64 pp $ 13. s0
Notes of Rogozna,Ryczywolu, Gorze\{a & l{ronek 1914-1920

1992 s6 pp $ 1 2. 50
Notes of Jastr

68 PP $13.5
o
tl
wia, 0l<onker, \'/ysokie.j & 7,1 ot.orva 1992

Gas, wa ter paper tokens I 991 44 pp $g
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Austr:i,a
Ration card, Landes 0bcroestcrrei'ch, Nov' 26 - Dec' 23' 1916

1 t/4 Kilograrn of sugar:' in 10 l/B kg parcel.s $4"
RaLion carrl, I-ancles Oberoesterreich, Apr-i'L 17 - 'Jutle 11' 1917

I/B kilogram coffee beans or L/4 kg mixecl coffee S4'r

IIelpf au-Uttenclorf OO ND to Dec. 31, l920 10, 20 Itcller on

back, brearl , f lour ration ticket 0136 I\leyerbeck $4

Ilinterbr:uetr1 N0 5, 7 5 llellcr on barck, f ue1 ration Nl3B 1I
I\lcycrbccl< half o1- proIit's t-o assist I'O\{s $2'50]t

i{echling NO 30 IIeller N390 I'l cycrbc-'cl< fat raL'io11 on back $3-)t

lVien June 6, 1920 -50 I.l e l1er Lancies Jugenamf \'1 24c I\1 eycrbccl< q2

lilindischgarsten 0O ND to Sept' 1, 1920 10, 20' 50 He11er
bread ration tickets, Burgerneister Lechner O49B

luleyerbeck $9rt
De nma rk

Apenrarle (rtabenr2ra) l920 50 Pf q3'50')r
Auenbuell ND I Mark L-50 III $2"
;;;;"innburglAlsen (Augustenborg) April B, l9'20 50 Pf ' 1 l\larl<

L-52a $3..50rt
Auguriunburg/A1sen (AugLrsLenborg-) Oct' 15, 7921 50 Orc' 1

Krone L-52b $3. 50it
Broager (Broacl<er) 1919 50 Pf, 1 I'larl< L-1BOa $4"
B.ouIer (Broacker) ]ieb. 20, 1g20 1l\lark L-180b tear's $l'2|)
Brunde-Rothenkrug ApriT 7g2O 1 l\Iarl< l'-185 $1'50Jt
Christiansf elrl (Kristi-ansf e1t) I'larch 1920 I'-221 $2' 5013

Daler April 10, 1920 25, 50 1'I L-245 $2'5Oit
Duenth (Dynt) 1919 50 Pf L-285 -$2'50tt
Ilvbboel (ilr"ppe1) April 18, 7g20 25 Orc L-28(r $3'25i!
Graasten (Gravenstein) Ireb. 1920 50 Pf L-4't2 912'';OJr
Gramby iYarch 1920 1 l'1ark L-1+'r0 $l'50J1
[{oyer April 10, lg2O 25, 50 Pl', 1 I'lark L-615 q5'25'?

Luegumkloster Jan. 10, t920 25 Pf L-Bl7a $6Jt

Lueeumkloster Feb. 10, 7L)20 50 Pf l'-817b $3'25rt
Moeeeltonclern 1920 50 Pf 1--B(rB $2Jt
Roedding Feb. 10, I920 50 Pf q4Jt

Tondern Feb. 10, 1920 25 Pf 1''1296 $2Jt

Vojens (\/oyens) ND 50 Pf L-1417 .B2')i

Ge rman
Knivsberg }larch 74, 7920 50 I']f Plc'l;isciLc,

1,-691 s 15Jr
Laage ND '25 Pf lleutergelrl I'-733a $'r'5"
Laage ND 50, 15 Pf L-733b $1.5Ort
LarrJkirchen/Feltrnarn NJ) l/'2, I flarl<

Langenschwalbach, Ilad (Sc\rvalbach) Dec.' 1,
P-S 1195 $3.25

pr-ivatc issuo

L-7 40

1920 50 1> l' ,

$ 1 . 5Llrt

1 l\lark

Lauchsredr, llad lglg 10, 5o pf p-s 1201c s1.50J.
Lauchsredr, Ilad t921 25 pf p-s 12oid $.75;rLauenburc/E1be ND 25, 50 pf, i l\lark L-753 I $i.75J.La.uenburs./Iilbe .Ju1y I, tg2I 25, 5O Irf , 1 i\larl< L-753 II g l.75riLehesLen,/Thuer. Nov. 11, Ig2O 25, 50 I)i. p-S l22O(l $2r,Lehesten/Thuer. .Iune 1921 5O (2) Irf L-762 $2.50J.Lehrte/|Iannover .Ian. 1, t92I 5, lO, Z:), 50 pL. p_S l22I $3rrLeipzig, Land ND ro Dec. 31, 1918 i0 pl. [,*S 1235 q.75
Leobschue L, /Oberschlesien ND ro Dec, 31 , 19Zt 5 I,f p-S ll37er;1.25:t
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Lesum ND 75 Pf , 1 I'lark L'774 $2'"
Lewin/Glatz Schlesien Julv 23, 1g2O 10 Pf P-S 1239b S3rt

Lewi n/Clatz Schlesi-en Julv 31, 1920 25 ' 50 Pf P-S 7239e
$2.2v1

Lichrenstein-Callnberg April 1, 7921 50 (5) Pf I'-777 $3tt

Liebenstein ND 10, 25,50 Pf L-7lB $1'75')?
Liebenwerda ND 10, 25, 5O Pf P-S 1247 $:' Z:
Liebenwercla Oct. 1, lg2l 50 (6) Pf I'-779 $1,l;t
Liebenwerda Sept. 16 , Ig22 100, 5OO I'lark K-367 $6' 50

i;;b"rose/Brandenburg 0ct. 1, lg20 10, 25' 50 Pf P-S 1249c

)4''-
Lieg niLz/Sci,lesien ND ( 1921) 10, 25 ' 50 Pf P-S I252i $2'25:''
Lieg nitz/Scnlesien Jan ' 7 , 7922 Gasrverl< P-S 7253c q3

Lilienthal Jan. 2, lg21 25, 50 Pf L=780b I $4Jr

Lilienthal Jan. 2, 1g2l 5O Pf Recl A L-780b II q1'25J!

Lilientha.L Jan. 15, 1g2l '25, 5OPf Rccl B t'-780c S2'50rt

LilienLhat Ieb. I, lg2) 25 ['f lterl C L-780d Sl'25tt
Lilienthal March 1, 19821 '25 Pf Recl D L-780e $1'25Jt

Lilienthal i\larch i5, 7g21 25, 5O Pf Rcd Il; 75 Pf Bluc Ii

L-780f $1.75"
Li.l ienthal }larch 3l, 1927 25, 50 Pf Red I l'-780g $2'5Ort

Lilienthal April 15, 1921 25, 5O Pf Red G 1'-780h q2'50J!

Lilienthal May 15, 1g21 25, 50 Pf Illue II; 75 Pf Red ll L-780i
Al
)I. /-)"

Li.nbnrgflahn Nov. 1, 1918 10, 25,50 Pf P-S 1263 $1'50
Lindau/Bayern ND to Oct' 1, 1919 10' 25.Pf P:l 1264 $S

ii"Ju u/Bayutn ND to Oct. 1, 1919 25 Pf revalued to 25 I'lark
to Nov. 30, 1918 K-295 $5'50

Linclau/Tlayern ND to Oct. 1, Lgtg 25 Pf riouble piece revalued
to 25 Mark to Nov. 30, 1918 K-295 $B

Lindau/Bayern ND to Oct. 1, Igtg 50 Pf revalued 5 illark punch

cancelled K-295 $5'-50
Lind auf Bayern ND to 0ct. 1, 1919 revalued to 5 i{arl< double

picce K-295 qB

l,indaufBayern ND to Oct. 1,' 7919 revalueci to 5 I{ark double
piece Punch cancelled K-295 $B

Lindau und \{ei1er 0ct. 10, 1918 5' 20 }lark K-296 $2'25
iingen/llannover ND 10 Pf P-S I268 $'65t'
ii,,l"n/llannover April 1, Lg}l 25 Pf L-781a I $2'50rt
i;;;en/Ilannover April 1, t92l 25' 50 Pf L-781a III qi'25Jr

Lingen/llannoYer Sept' 1, 1921 75 Pf L-7Blli $'75Jf

ii;; en/Hannover Jan. 1, lg22 2 i'lark L-781c $1' 2-5

iinllRhein Julv 1, lgrT 10, 50 Pf P-s 7271 $z

Linz/Rhein April 1, 1919 to Oct' 1' l921 5O Pf P-S l27lt'r S'40
LinzlRhein April f , 1919 to Oct ' 1' 7923 -50 Pf P-S l2lIo

$ ' 7 5"
Linz/Rhein July 1, 7920 10, 25, 50 Pf L-782 $2'50J?

Lippe/Detmold Ntv. 13, 1918 50 Pf P-S 1275 q1'50't

Llppspri.nge, Bacl I'lay 28, 1921' 25,50' 75 Pf L-783 $1'75rt
Lippstaclt/ldesIfalen Dec' 16, 1919 Zlt' 50 Pl' l']-S 1276 \2
ii"t/svrt Julv 2r, 7g2l 50 I'f , 1 illark L'-784 $5*
Loberla lg2| 10, 25, 5O Pf L-786 $1' 75't
Lobenstein Sept. 15, 1919 10, 25' 50 P-S 1280b $2'25;?

FebruarY L994 -7-

L

I



.:.

Lobenstein I'1arch 15, 1921 10, 25, 50 Pf L-l87a q1.75'r
L,oebau/Sac.hsctt ND Lo I)cc. 31, 19lB 10, 50 l'f l'}-S I'28'2 $2"
Loebau/Sacl-rsen 1918 to Dec. 31, 1919 10 Pf P-S 1283 q.75
Loebejuen ireb. 25, 1927 25,50 l'f, 1 l\lark L-790 $7.75)?
Loerrach/Baden ND 50 Pf L-791 $1.25;r
Loessnit z/Erzgebirge ND 10, 20 Pf P-S l29I $2
Loet zen/Ylasuren Ostpreussen Nov. 1, 1920 10, 50 Pf L-792

$4'5ott
l,oerven/Schlesien .Iune 13, 1919 10, 25, 50 Pf P-S I292 $3.50"
Lorch/Rheinsau June 15, 7921 25, 50 (2) Pf L-793b q3.5OJi
Lorch/nneingau Aug. 20, 19'20 10, 25, 50 Pf L-793tt $1.75;t
Lucka/tf,r"r] Sept. 27, 7921 25, 100, 2OO )Pf L-794 q9't

Luckenrvalrie Dec. 1, 1927 25, 50 Pf, 1 ilark L-795 2Jl

Luriwigslust l\larch 1-Sept. 1, 1922 25, -50, 75 Pf , 1 IIark
L-796b $5t'

LudwigshavenfRhein Aug. 31, l9'23 20 Millinner-r NIar:k K-3328c
$3.7s

LudwigshavenfRhein Sept. 18, 1923 100 l\lillionen ltlark K-3328e
$3.75

Luebeck NI) 50 (4), 75 (2) Pf t,-801 $3..50')i
l,uebecl< NI) :)0 PI L-802 $3':
Luebeck Sepr. 1-11, l92l 50 (4,(j,l),Ji) Pf L-805 $2.75)t
Luebeck 0ct. 15, l921 50 (2) Pf L-806 $2.75)?
Luebeck ND 25 Pf L-B0Bb Schabbelhaus $4J:
Luebeck May 1, 1927 50 (

Luegde Feb. 16, l92I 50
Lutter/Barenberg Dec. 30

A U.S. professlonal nu'nisnatLst
offered itens listed at right
at U.S. do11ar prices recently.
The .Iu1y 1993 issue of THli
PRAKTUR offered tlr.: set ,.rt $4.
It is fro,u Berl irr, I.,-83;r.

s) Pf
Pf , l,

I q?o

r,-809b $3.50'):
2 lulark q1.75Jt
L-825 $1.7-s't

S.W. Africa
E. Africa
'Marianas
Nery Grrinea
Samoa

Pick-Sieinscn
lr is 1922"

-)illnci rctr lirLcd
I(-Kc 1 1e r ca ta 1 o gs ; L-Li n drrtl n Se r i c s c he i ne ;

M-[lc yc r becl<, " Das oc s t c r re i c. h i s c hc No t ge l d

THE FRAKTUR, P.0. Box 334, fo1a, Wis . 54945
The Notgeld Hotline: 1-800-547-LO67

P_S
1 917

COLONIAL N0TGELD dared 1922, ne doubL
printed later, now bcarce i .--.'

f WatcrberJi
Die Boma

f sl anrl
Ilou se
IIa r bor

75P
75"
75"
75"

U

U

U

IJ

U

55*
55-
55-
55-
55*50
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