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We pause in our barge trip at Coblenz to wind 195
kilometers up the Mosel River to Trier, by bus, passing one
of the finest wine growing regions of Europe. Steep slopes
come down Lo the riverts edge.

0f course, one can fol1ow the Autobahn, slicing through
the Hunsrueck mountains to Trier, just 100 kilometers, but we
are planning to stop and test the bouquet of wines of the
region. We do not wish Eo offend Lee-totalers by discussing
wine. To learn of German ways, the part played by wine should
be undersLood.

Many paper Notgeld notes and coins carry vine and grape
themes.

Private issue of Georg
Balmer, Traben-Trarbaih,
shows a castle ruin at 1eft,greeni printing ls brown.
His rubber stamp signature
is purple.

' A trip to a museum displaying Roman arEifacts will show
metal pruning shears,'noE so dif ferent in style than the
pruning tools used today. This is evidence that the Romans
participated in viniculture in the region. NumismaLic
evidences of the Romans are found each spring, following
plowing and rains, as Romans coins are often found in
quantity.

September and 0cfober are the primary harvest months.
Men can be seen coming down steep hillsides with a basket on
their backs, laden with grapes. Wine testing locations
beckon the tourist to inhale the bouquet of the currenL
vintage and ro11 a bit over the tongue.

A massive engineering project was completed in the
1960s, as a seri.es of dams and locks were built on the German
Mose1, Eo facilitate barge traffic from the Rhine to Lhe
interior of France, and with France picking up most of the
tab! In France, many canals connect other rivers.

Notgeld-issuing towns along the Mosel in Germany, and
trade names of wine from the area, are listed here, with an *
following if the wine is 1ike1y to be found in US stores.
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TRIER Dom Avelsbacher; Avelsbecher-Herrenberg
SCHl^/EI CH
BERNCASTEL-CUES B-Doktor; B-Badstube; B-Pfalzgraben
GRAACH G-Himmelreich; G-Mu enzlay i G-GoldwinBert; G-Homberg
ZELTINGEN-RACHTIG Z-Schlossberg; Z-Himmelreich;
TRABEN-TRARBACH Trarbacher-Schlossbesrg ; T-Hohnersberg
ZELL Zel-].er Schwarze Katz*
COCHEM

From Tricr, Lhc Moscl conLinucs scvcrr mi les Lo Kar.Lltilt.ts,
where the Si.ure or Sauer R j.ver enLers f rom the north,
forming the German-Luxemburg bor:der and flows northwarrls to
Wallenclor f , West Germany .

On up Lhe Mose1, iit Apach, France, tl-re border witll
France is encounterecl , and Lhe Moselle conL-i nues in l-rance Lo
iLs source on the BalLon d'A1sace , 4,036 feeL, nenr le
Thi 1.LoL, souLh of RemiremonL. The source is only about 33
miles wesL of the Rhine.

Ccncr;.r.1 rroLgcl<l issttcs from LIrcsc.' Lowlls IttcttLictlictl i.tllovcl

include:

TRIER Zinc 5, 10, 20 & 50 Pf Lol<ens of Ilerman FIaas
Zi.nc 1, 5, 10, 50 coins, undated;' 1919 Iron 10 ancl 50
Pf coins, showing Porta Nj gr:a (count the rvj,nclows ! )
Brrchdruckerei. Getrr. Koclr, Feb. 15, 192O l, 2, 5, 1O'
25, 50 Pf
Haus Schief fer No date , 1 0 , 25 , 50 Pf .

SommerfesL der 11 andwerker- und Kunstewerbeschr-r1e
July 30, l92I 50 Pf., 1, 2,3 Mark
S tad L Lhea Ler ND 50 i'[ , 11 Marlc
Also POW and encasecl postage issucs, SeparaLisL, )923,

SCHWEICH llandel unrl Gewerb 0ct. 1, 1920 10, 25, 50 Pf.
BERNCASTEL-CUES 19th Div. (Texas, 0klahoma) T lO on notes

10, 25, 50 Pf.
Dec. 1, 1920 25, 50 Pf.
Aug. B, 1923, 100,000 Mark to Nov. 13, 1923, 1 billion

Mark; a1so, encased postage stamps
i{EHLEN Issues from 9 private firms
GRAACH ND Matthias Kieren 10, 25, 50 Pf.
ZELTINGEN-RACLITIG 11 privaLe issuers 19I9
TRABEN*TRARBACH July 15, I92I Buc.hhandlung Georg Ilalmer '25,

50 Pf .

Haus Klostergarten to Dec. 30, 1927 25, 50 Pf.
ZELL (See under Cochem)
COCHEM Landkreis' April 1921 10, 25, 50 Pf.

0ct. 1 , 1923, 500 Mi ll ionen, 1 Nli l'l i arderr
Mark
Cochem, Simmern, Zell inflaIion issues, from Aug. 10,

1923, 500,000 Mark, Io 0cr. 18, 1923, 10 Bi]1ion Mark.
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WHAT IS I THUERINGEN I ?
By Hermann Krause

ttHow is it, tt one collecLor queried recenLly, rrthat Dr.
Arnold Ke11er listed the town of Jena in the Serienscheine
catalog as belonging to Sachsen-LIeimar-Eisenach. Then in the
L923 book' on inflaEion issues, it is atLribuLed Lo
Thueringen ?

0r take Koenigsee; at first, iL was attributed to
Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt and later to Thueringen. And there are
hundreds of similar examples.

This is a good question. At 1east, it is reasonably
asked by person$ not specialists in the complex history of
this particular German area.

Thueringen (Thuringia) is a geographical area in the
very center of Germany, hdnce, iEs nickname, ttThe green'heart
of Germany. tt

Its boundaries are roughly defined by the hlerra and
Saale rivers in Ehe West and Bast, while the northern and
southern boundaries are formed by the mountain ranges of the
Harz and the Thuriagian forest. Up to the end of World War I
the landsdape of Thuringia was superimposed with a number of
sma1l duchies and principalities.

A map of the region aL thaL time actuall-y looked like a
co1orf,'u1 carpet of patchwork. These vere the patches:

Grand duchy of Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach
Duchy of Sachsen-Meiningen
Duchy of Sachsen-(Coburg)-Gotha
Duchy of Sachsen-Altenburg
Princi.pality of Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt
Principality of Schwarzburg-Sondershausen
Principality of Ruess aeltere Linie
Principality of Reuss juengere Linie

In addit,ion to, and in between Lhese properties, were
administraLive districts belonging to the kingdom of Prussia,
incl-uding Erfurt, Naumburg, Querfurt, Sangerhausen and
others. A Lraveler in Lhe early 1800s traveling by stage
coach thrpugh Thuringia could easily cross half a dozen
borders within a few hours.

The situatsion was simply a mess and it only came to an
end with the close of WWI and Lhe abdication of the princes.
By federal law of April 30, L92O, the former duchies and
principalities became the new I'FreisLaat ( free state)
Thueringen. t'

In 1930 the free state was officially renamed I'Land
Thueringen." Border correcLions took place as late as 1940,
r+hen the last Prussian district, Erfurt, wBs incorporated
into Thueringia. It should be noLed t.hat the geographical and
the poLitical borders of Thueringen are not always identical
since they do diverge in some areas.

The political situation and its changes are reflect.ed in
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the entries of Dr. Kellerts notgeld catalogs. To remain with
t.he above example of Jena, the early Verkehrs-Ausgaben
(circulating issues) of l9L7-L92O, are listed by Ke11er under
Jena (Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach) and so are the
Grossgeldscheine (notes valued at one Mark or more) of Lhe
1918-1919 notgeld period and the Serienscheine (series notes)
of L92I-1922

In contrast, the inflation issues of the 1922 and 1923
periods are enEered in the respective Ke11er caLalogs under
Jena (Thueringen).

So far, so good. 0n1-y, the above explanaLion conLains an
obvious contradiction: Why are the series notes of L92l-L922
stil1 listed with the o1d state names instead of
Thueringen?r' Dr. Kel-1er supplies the answer in the foreword
Eo the sixth edition, 1955, of his Serienscheine catalog. Up
t,o Lhe fifth edition, 1934, of what was then ca11ed the
caEalog ttKleingeldschein (1ower value noEes, under a Mark) of
1915-L922rr there was no separation between circulating and
series notes. But because of so many newLy discovered notes
the next catalog was in danger of becoming Loo voluminous and
unhandy. The author was forced Lo decide on some method of
dividing the material.

At one time, Ke1ler observed, he considered a separation
between official and private notgeld issues. He final-ly
decided upon dividing the "Lrue" notgeld notes, created for
circulation, and the series notes, printed mainly for the
benefit of collectors.

Since, in many cases, Lhere is no clear differentiation
between the t.wo groups, and even experts disagree about where
some issues belong, Dr. Ke11er resolved that it would be less
confusing to retain the o1d sLate names throughout both parts
of the catalog.

It appears that his decision was the correct one. The
same system has been used by subsequenL catalogers, including
Hans Meyer for his regional notgeld catalogs and Kai Lindman
for his new Serienscheine catalos.

*****

Less collected in America are the nrivatp toLens issued
in Germany during the Notgeld-issuing period'

erobibly th; greatest motivation for logical collecting
is a catalog to be- used as a road map'Such a catalog came

to American colLectors' first in "Numismatic Scrapbook Maga-
zinet'and then in book form on t'he municipal tokens of Ger-
many, bI Robert Lamb.

But the tokens issued by privaEe firms, usually made

by the same firms which made the municipal tokens' were cata-
llged in the German language but not English'

A paral1e1 situation exists in prisoner of war Lokens '
Many fiims, such as mines and factories-, issued their own

tokens to prisoners of war assigned Eo them for employment '
Should a prisoner escape, the theory was he could be more

readily identified should he Lry to spend the special money'
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Memotry Lane

It was Berlin. L975. West Berlin. No t.renchcoat . No
misty fog. No gumshoes.

Coin show, sez the chief. Get the facts. Just the facts.
Just the numismatic facts, and nothing e1se. And dontt come
back without photos.

It was at this show where I saw Monika Pick's books for
the first Lime. They were "Der Notgeld-MuifEi" and "Der
Notgeld-Kompass,tt published by Dieter Hoffman. Later I had
supper with her.

A1so, I met for the last time Rudolf Braun and received
his book on porcelain coins, mentioned in the December issue
of THE FRAKTUR.

Recalled vividly is the Gasthaus where I was Eaken for
supper by Erich Proeh and Hans Meyer.

Proeh was the publisher of "Die Muenz, " "Der Geldschein"
and a long series of books on metal and paper notgeld,
including breakdown by province, town and even some from
other countries. T'he ambiLiously planned program was never
completed. Meyer was his numismatic editor.

They presented a contrast: Proeh, short, a bit rotund,
with a grey Vandyke beard. Meyer, ta11, completely ba1d, a

friendly smile. Now Meyer has been soundly decried for his
lack of perfect German, for rearranging information in his
catalogs but contributing 1itt1e new. I never heard of
accusations of dishonest dealings or personal gain, though he
had vast interests. Through him on a personal basis I
obtained some prewar maps of Germany east of the 0der-Nej-sse

I1ine. They would be difficult to duplicate.
Frank1y, Proeh had 1itt1e to say; he was not Lhe

numismatist and I am not sure how much money his numismatic
venture rJas making. I do believe that the multitude of
concise books on the hobby brought in many new collectors who
would not have purchased more expensive books or magazines.

' Meyer was a conductor for the Bundesbahn, and later a
supervisor of conductors. For the lover of railroads, it
was the ideal job. For a combination of interest in railroads
and numismatics, his vocation and avocation could not have
been improved upon.

It was my only meeting with the pair. Later Proeh sold
the entire numismatic operation to Richard Borek,
Braunschweig., He had a great base on which to improve
distribution of Lhe Proeh-Meyer publications. Apparently he
1eL the entire operation die a quick death.

Meyer, his pen not to be sti11ed, made a connection with
another printer, Hartmut and Lothar Schoenawa, in
Werleburgdorf, just in from the East German border, and
produced paper noEgeld books by province.

Sad to relaLe, Meyer died while on vacation in Austria
in June 1988, at age 66. His death occurred jusE before the
release of the second edition of "Das Papiernotgeld der
Provinz Saschsen und AnhalE. "

0ther Meyer-Schoenawa volumes include Mark Brandenburg
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THe FRAKTUR Pricelist
March 1989

Tangermuende April 1, l92L i0 Pfennig L-L264 II; K-372 II
$.so*
Tangstedt ND 25 {2), 50 Pf L-1265; K-398 $4.S0+'
Tegernsee June 1, 1921 10, 20, 30 Pf L-I269; K-484 $3*
Teuchern March L92l 25, 50 Pf L-L273; K-515 $1.25*
Thale/Harz l92l Walpurgis 5, 25, 50, 75 Pf L-I276c; K-540
$2 . zs*
Thannhausen ND 50 Pf K-2488 Circ $i.SO*
Tingleff April 10, l92O 50 Pf L-1 281 III; K-577 $1 .50*
Tondern Feb. 10, I92O 25 Pf L-1284; K-589 1.25*
Tonndorf-Lohe March 3,
K-594 2.75*
Tostedt L92L 50 Pf
$.so*
Treffurt/Werra April
Triebes March 7, L92l
Trier Jan. L921 50 Pf
TrostberC ND (192
Uetersen/Hol-stein ND (
Vaethen-Tangerhuette
$ 2. sox
Vechtae March 15, L922
Vegesack May 13,
Verden/A11er June 1

Vilshofen/Donau 0cE.
Vinsebeck May 15, l92l
Volkstedt Sept. 1,
$2.2s*
Walsrode/Lueneburg to
K-1170 $.ZSx
hralsrode & Fallingbost
Walterhausen/Thuer. Ju
$3
Wartha July 5, L92l
Wasserleben l92l 10, 5
Wasungen 0ct. 1, 1921
Weddersleben July 1, 1

$2. ZS* Sepr . L921,
$3*
Wedel June 10, 1921 2
K- 1339 $2 . zs*'
Weida/Thuer. ND 10, 25
I^Ieiden Sept. 1, 1918 5
hleissen fels /Saa1e 1 92
Wenningstedt/Sy1t Aug
K-261 rr $6*
Wernigerode/Harz Dec.
March 1, l92L 25, 50,
Wesel l92L 50 (3), 75

L92l 2A , 30 , 50 Pf ; 1 , 2 llark L- 1285 ;

considered anLi-Semetic L-L287; K-602

, 1922 50 (6) Pf L-I292b; K-624 $3.2s'*
, 5, 10, 25 Pf K-2516F Circ $2**25L7 i Circ $.60o
) i Mark L-1302; K-764 $1*
920) 25, 50 Pf L-1306 II; K-823; $1.25
ay 1, 1921 25, 50 Pf L-131la; K- 884

25 (2) , 50, 75 Pf L-1312; K-899 $2*
792t 50 Pf (2) L-1313a; K-902 g1

1920 sO Pf L-1314; K-903c $.S0*
1 , L920 50 Pf K-2546d Circ $.ZS*
1 Mark K-1136 $2.2S*'
921 10, 25, 50 (2) Pf L-1322 K-1109

pril 30, Lg22 1 Mark L-1325;

1 50 Pf July 1, 1920 K-598d $. ZS*
y 1, 1921 5, 20, 50 Pf L-L326; K-1244

s0 (3) Pf L-1333a; K-L346 g1.OOx
Pf L-1335; K-13s1 $1*

s0 (4), 7s Pf L-1336; K-1353 $2.s0*
21 10, 25, 50, 75 Pf L-1338b; K-1370
50 ( 3 ) L- 1 338 ; K- I 370 No pr inLing firm

Pf, 1 Mark June 10, L927 L-1155a;

Pf L-1342; K-1412 1.25*
Pf $2*
25, 50 (6) Pf L-1354; K-661 $3.50*
15, l92l 50 Pf; 1 , 2 Mark L-1356;

20, l92O 25, 50 Pf L-1357; K-83 g1.ZSx
5 Pf Map $l*
3) Pf L-1359; K-896 $6*
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Wesenberg July 1, 192L 50 Pf, l Mark L-1360; K-1169 92.ZOtrWertin/S July 1, l92l 50 pf wirh conrrol number L-i373 I;
K- 1i 79 $2_,7 5*
Wiebelskirchen Feb. 7 , tg21 25, 50 Pf K-Z6ZO Circ $3.25*l.Jiedensahl ND 50 Pf L-L374; K-1186 II 91.ZS*Wilhelmshaven-Ruestringen ND 50 (3) Pf L-1381; K-1186 II $5*Wilsnack to June 20, 1922 50 (4), 75 (4),100 (2) pf L-1383;
K-1 187 $S
Wilster July 13, 1920 25, 50 Pf K-2635R Circ g1.ZS*
Winterberg/Westfalen Juily 15, L921 1 Mark L-1385; K-1 190
$.60*
Idinzeldorf ND (1921) 25 (2) Pf L-1386; K-1191b $3*
I,/itEduen ND I Mark Andreas Hofer L-1390 I; K-1l95bI g1.50rt
Wittenberg Dec. 10, 1920 50 (8) Pf Lurher L-L392; K-IL96a
$12. so*
Wittenburg/Mecklenburg Jan. 20, 1922 99, 199 pf Kleinscheck
L-1394b; K-1199b $1. SO*
Wittlich Sept. 15, 1919 50 Pf 91. ZS*
Woerishofen, Bad L921 25 Pf Kneipps L-1398; K-L2O2 gZ.ZS'*
Woerlirz t.o July 1, L922 25 (4), 50 Pf L-I401; K-LZO4 $3*Wolfenbuettel Nov. 1918 50 Pf K-2655 g1.ZS*
Wriezen 0ct. 1, L92L 25, 50 Pf L-1405; K-1208 92.ZSrn
Wuer zburg to Jan. 1 , 19 19 50 Pf g 1 . OOx
Wunsiedel Nov. 11, 1918 25, 50 Pf K-2670b 92. SO*
Wunstorf MD 5. 10, 25, 50, 75 Pf K-l210b 93.SO*
Wurzbach/Thuer. July 1, L921 10, 25, 50 Pf $1.50*
Wyk/Foehr March 74, 1920 5 Mark L-1411; Plebiscire overprinr
$7. SO'l' Without overprint, $4*
Xanren 0cr. 1, L92l 50 (6) , I Mark L-1413 III; K-1215 b I
$22.50'i'
Ze11a-Mehlis Nov. l92I 10, 25, 50 ( 3) Pf L-t4L7 ; K-1218
$2.sox
Zerbst July 1, I92I 50 (5) Pf L-1418 b III; K-1219 b III
$2. soal'
Zeulenroda Nov. 1, l92L 25 (5), 50 (5), 75 (5) pf K-L?ZA $8*
Ziegenrueck Sept. 1, 1921 50, 75 Pf L-L42L II; K-l?zl I $1*Ziesar ND 2 Mark L-L422 I; K-1223a $. SOx
Zoerbig to SepL. 30, l92L 5 (3), 10 3) 50 (5) Pf L-I424;
K-1224 $6*
Zuel z/Aberschlesien March 2I, L92L 10, 50 Pf K-|ZZO $2*
Zossen-Halbmondlager ND 5 Pf POW $1. SO*
Zwischenahn ND 50 Pf L-1427; K-1344 g1.SO*

*Uncirculated
K-Ke11er catalogs
L-Kai Lindman, "Das Deutsche
Serienscheine, SpendenquiEtungen und
P-S Pick Siemsen catalog
Please do not send cash with order;
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Notgeld:
Bausteine

Katalog
1918-1922"

der

you will be invoiced.
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