
@Itt lflruhtur
n

oroBER 1 9

I ASoARAGUS ancl A ,PHOJIIY WAR

Fy Deorge Boyce

Most Americans to this day think that the BIG war in
Europe was fought only with US soldiers on the US Front,
from Normandy straight east.

But there uas a very big shoot-out around Kranenburg
in February 1945 between the XXX Corps, British and Canadians,
and the Germans.

Kranenburg, a border crossing west of K1eve, seemed
to have been spared, as were Calcar, Kevelaer and Geldern.
But K1eve, Goch and to a lesser extent Xanten, were hit hard
from the air. The people of Kevelaer felt their Madonna
of Kevalaer (appearing on Notgeld, NG) spared them the horrors
of war.

The lmage of the Madonna lvas transported from the cathe-
dral in Luxemburg City. where it can be viewed today. Kevelaer
is one of three official Catholic shrines 1n Europe. Many
pilgrims visit it, some lval king or crawling on their knees
the last few miles in penance.

As 1t has been during every campaign since the Thirty
Years War. Kevelaer is a Catholic shrine, once visited by
the Pope. The Iladonn a of Kevelaer is a common theme from
a large statue in the park to postcards. The "Haus zu Der

f'tinf Ringen (appearing on Notgeld, NG) stil1 stands in
Goch and thettStein Tor" (NG) is now the town museum.

The Schwanenburg castle (NG) sti1l stands in K1eve,
with its magnificent view of the border area, 3s does the
Dom (NG) i; Xanten. In the epic poem, "Nibelungenlied, "

o+o+o+o+o+
M0I\|THLY NnTGELD QU0TE.

o+o+o+o+o+o+o+o+o+o

Year l2B4: 0n the daY of John and Pau1,
It was the 25th of June
By a pi.per dressed j'n motley col'ors
i:O Hameln-born chi ldren were 1ed
to Calv?rY, Lost at the KoPPen'

A Pied-Piper theme is followed
on a 2s-Pfennig Piece of Hameln,
L-549, dated June L, L921 -
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The cathedral (Dom) of Xanten appears
L-I425; L-ZO, Calcar' 75*Pfennig, shows

a 50-Pfennig note '
downtown view"

on
a

Siegf ried, the dragon slayer ' '^t"- 'born 
in Xanten ' But one

never could find drago'" 
- 
i" Geldern (NG) nor weasels in

Wesel ( NG )

Kleve reflects much history' From this town came Anne

of Cleves, fli;; 
- 

wife of Henry Vfff ' Henrv described her

as ttugly as a cow.tt I, 
^L..-^!. -id memorial-itr- the Kleve Catholic church 1s an extensave

dedicat ed to the many Jews from Cleve who were victims of

the Nazis. a A -L-ri^
The Northern Rh-j-neland is predomlnantly Catholic ' DiebeTs

ATtbier is the pref e'rred be'uiuge and asparagus is a riaj or

.rrp along .;" ".-r-r"* -U"ta"t under the wings of tn?rI'"U*:il:;

unfamiliar with German asparagus ' (Spargel ) it is ' grown

under earth to keep it 't'ite 
and succulent ' As the shoot's

reappear, a special lmplement 1s used to cover them wiLh

soi1. "Spargel and 'schinken" (ham) is the dish of choice

at every Gasan.r. in the spring' The do11ar

was not Notgeld yet in tt""- 
-"u1f 

v t70s and a kilo of f resh

Spargel would havl cost a Guilder or Lwo in the Venlo market

(25 to 50 cents US) ' A1so, "*oked 
ee1 ' three for 2 '50 guil-

ders, is a caviar-1ike delicacy' Venlo is on the Maas

River (Megs"*'in-f'tat'ce) with its attendant barge traffic'
It always was a 1itt1e startling to see the superstructure
of a barge seemingly tto""ing it'-io"gt' the Flat Dutch land-
scape,' since the river channel is well below the 1eve1

of tn" surrounding flelds'

A dragon seeths fire
undated. Three weasels
L-1 373 .

Mark Scheck of Geldern, L-400,
the shield of lJese1, 50-Pfennig,

on
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Sides of bacon (SPeck) enter
black markeL in GermanY ' seen
50-Pfennig note of Cranenburg 'the Dutch border, L-236. Yet
Kevelaer are the ttHaus zu Der
Ring en// and the Stein Tor, on a
5O-Pfennig note, L671.

There are no military tokens from RAF Laarbruch ofwhich f am aware. The Brltish draw a selected portion ;itheir pay in the 1oca1 currency wherever they "rl station_ed . The remainder goes Eo a bank account in the .UK. Therels no town of Laarbruch. The name comes from a part of theforest from which the base was carved after WWII, betweenWeeze and Twisteden. The runway ends.a few met,ers from theDutch border.
Ven1o, just inside The Netherlands across fnom Ger_,many, was the focal point of cloak-and-dagger intrlgue inthe_.earl-y days of tr{or1d ldar II. As related by Tom Shachtman

ll The Phony War J939-1940, published by HarpLr anJ"R;;"-;;1980, S* Payne Best, one of Englandrs best agents (007?)made contacr wlth a German refugee in The Netherlands.
"The Phony War,t was .noL an inventj-on of Shaci,trdr. U.S.Senator William E. Borah, referring -to 

the period between
!91t. 1, 1939, and _May 10, tg40, sai? "if,i"- i.-l-;;;r;-;;;:i;fn England they ca11ed j-i the p,honey war or the bore war;in Fra-nce, ttla drole de guerrer-tt 

"rrd in Germany, ,,der Sitz_krieg.tt rnthe- early days of the war, Best met in clandestine meeLingswith some German officials who were said to oppose the war.
The Germans were described as being ,,skj_ttish,,. duringthe meetings, Shachtman wrote.
When meeting in a cafe near Dinxperloo, on the Dutch_German border northwest of Bocholt, Germany, Best and :anot.her

agent (008 ? ) , Captain R. Henry SLevens , were speaking wlLhsome Germans when Dutch border guards became suspicious.The border guards were reassured by a Duictr policeman,K1ops, who r,ras in cahoots wlth the British.
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Solr,

Notgeld of C1eve, 75-
Pfennig, depicts a map
of the area and the
Schwanenburg castle,
L-223.

'I'o provide communication, the Germans were gj,ven a radio
transmitter by the Britlsh agents.

Later a German major named Schaernmel told Best and Stev-
ens that the Gerrnan arrny wished to stage a coup against Il j t Ier
but needed reassurance that the Brib.isl-r rvoulcl negot.iate
honorably with the new German government.

Best said he would pledge himself to that goa1, without
committing his government.

Hitler was said to be tiring of the cat-and-mouse g,arne
played with the British agents, and was looklng for an excuse
to prove the Dutch were not neutral, thus giving the Germans
cause to invade Tl-re Netherlands.

Major Schaemmel, who rea11y was Lt/a1ter Schellenberg
of the SS, transmitted on his radio a desire to 1et Best
speak with a high Nazi offjcial in Venlo on the afternoon
of Nov. 6.

As the agents arrived with K1ops, they noticed Dutch
border guards on the a1ert. Schaemmel was seen on the veranda
of the cafe and they went ahead to meet with him. Suddenly
other German cars boxed thern in, machine guns were fired
over their heads and they were asked to surrender.

The agents raised their hands over their heads but Klops
fired back and was instantly ki11ed. The British agents were
taken across the German border as prisoners.

Schellenberg/Schaemmel's last transmission on Lhe radio
was "Nugotiations for any length of tjme wj.th concelted and
si11y people are tedious. You rui11 understand, Lherefore,
that we are giving them up. You are hereby bidden a hearty
farewell bv your affectionate German oDpositi on. (siened )

THE GESTAPO.
Twelve minutes after Hitler left the Buergerbraeu Kcller

in Munich on the evening of Nov. B, L939, two days after
the Venlo affair, a bomb exploded behind the rostrum from
which he spoke. The speech commemorated his speech in the
same location on that date in 1923. The Brltish were blarned
by Hitler for the b1ast.

The Brits built all
defensive purposes,

Air Defense Station
east.

for
an
the

their RAF stations west of the Rhine
except for Guetersloh, which was

closer to the Potential threat in
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"The Smuggling
of a series of
notes of Goch,

Gamet'is the theme
six 7s'Pf-ennig
L-431.
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Fuessen April 1, 1918 50 pt p-S 683 $1.25J.Greiz und Zeulenroda Nov. 1, 1918 5 NIark K_185b $2.50
Groem iLz May 12 , t92l i Mark ( 50+50 pf ) L_460 $. 65Greussen/Thuer. ND 25, 50 pf L-458 $2.5Orr
Grimma Nov. 4, 1g1B 10 pf $.aO
Grimma Dec. l, l92O 10, '25 pf p-S 783 $2.25Groemitz May 12, lg2l 75 pf , I l,lark L-h60 $ I .25Grossbreitenbach ND 50 pf L-464 $i.75ir
Gross-Flottbek Aug. 1, lg2l 10, 25, 30, 50, 75 Irf, 1 lrlarkL-468 $4;+
Grossrudestadt Oct. I, t92I 25 pf L-47 1 $4,rGross Salze Aug. 10, lg2t p-S 824a $. ZS
Grube flse ND (I9I7) 2, 5, 10, 20 pf p-S B32g $4.50*Gruenberg/llesse March 9, l()22 50, 7 5 (2) , 1OO (Z) , ,l(lO (2) pf
L-47 3 $5 (Paste marks)
Gruenberg/Schlesien ND 25, 50 pf p-S J96a $ i . 25Gruenberg/Scf,lesien ND 50 (2) pf L-466 V a bl.ue rnoon L_466c)
$2.50+r

Grundhof/Angeln April 1, tg21 75 pf L-478 plebiscire $.75*Guestrow Feb. 1, 1922 50 (3), t5 (3), 100 (2) pf i,_aeOn $t0+Guhrau/Schlesien Dec. 1 , lgio 10 pf $.65*-Guhrau/Schlesien ND 1, 2 Mark L-481 Schecks $1.25*Haag Aug. 25, 7923 1 Million Mark Hoermann & Co. $2.50Hachenburg Jun 7,792t 10 (2),25 (Z),50 (3) pf L-483 $4.50*Hadersleben , Denmark lg20 10, 50 pf p-S 847 t $2 . 25-rHainholz ND 25, 50, 75 (2) pf L-487 $Br.Halberstadt Nov. 2, Ig2O 10, 20, 50 pf L-4Bg $1.75*Halberstadt Apri 7 27 , l92t 25 , 50 pf L-489c $2 . 25*Ha1le/Saa1e ND 10 (4), 20 (5) pf L-tgS" $4.5Orr
Ha11e/Saa1e May I, 1917 5O pf $.OO

CTOB TR

1, 1920 50 Pf P-S B57e $.50
v. 6-13 , 1921 50 (4) Pf L-491 Nor gclcl Show S.5*-r-. 18, 7923 500 ItIillion llark Reich.sbeihnclircl<-

t. 26, T922 100 Mark K-249 $2.50
. 1, 1923 500,000 lvlark Reicl-rsbarhnrlirektion $2Sept. 1, 1923 10 Mi llionen [lar:k K-2i061 $:
1920 50 Pf P-S B71b $.65;r
1921 40 Pf L-508 Drei 'Iurme Verlag $10J.
l92l 50, 75 Pf , 1 Mark L-515 $1.75tr

-24 , 1921 50, 7 5 pf , 1 ltark (2) L-522 $2 .25)?
f L-526 Lehrerseminar $4
4) Pf L-546 Zoo $3,(-

(*

Gruenberg/Schlesien ND 1 Mark L-467 $1JlGruenbere/Schlesien ND 75 (2) I,I; I l\tark (6) L-474c $5;rGruenberg/Schlesien ND 25 Pf L-474 $.6OJrGruenberg/schlesien ND 75 (4) pf L_474d $5JrGruenberg/ScUlesien ND 75 pf, L, 1.50 Mark L_475 Schecks
$z . zsx

L

Ha11e/Saa1e M

Ha11e/Saa1e
Ha11e/Saa1e S

tion $a
Ha11e/Saa1e S

Ha1Le/Saa1e 0
Hamb ornf Rhein
Hamburg June
Hamburg May 1

Hamburg July
Hamburg Aug.
Hamburg ND 50
Hamburg ND 50
Hamburger Ha1
Hameln July i
Hameln June
Hameln Sept.

1ie ND 50 Pf
, l91B 25, 5
1, 7g2l 25,

1, 1927 50 (

1,
q

1,
t2

P
(

$ 2 . 5 oJt

$7.5OJrHameln Sept. 1, 1921

1 Mark L-547 $5.5OJt
P-S 924b Pled Piper $2-)r'
0, 7 5 Pf 1 [lark L-549a Ser
Pf L-549bT $6.5OJr

75 (6) Pf Set L-549c

6
5

s)
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Hamm/Westfalen 0ct. 1, l92l
Hammelbure/Bayern March 10, 1918
Hanau Aug. L2, l92O i0 Pf P-S
$ . 60r+
Hannover Sept. 1, 1918 50 Pf P-S
Hannover Dec. 1 , 1919 25 Pf P-S
Hannover Feb. 1, 1922 2,
Hannover/Linden Aug. 10, 1

Hannover-Muenden ND 75

25, 50 Pf L-551d $3Jr
10, '25, 50 I'f P-S 930 $4.50*
Bros. Grimm on back P-S 931c

936b Edler & Krische $6rs
933e $t
5, 10, 20 Mark P-S 1276 $BJE
1 Mi11ionen Mark K-2188 $4
1.25 Mark L-560 S2.25

i,r. L-559 s.75*
50 (4) Pf Set L-562 $3Jt

Hannover-Muenden July
HarburB/E1be Sepr.

192
1

2J,

923
Pf,

t25
921

1,
1rlJt

i5
t2

t92
192
l92l 25 (2) Pf Ilaenechen L-564c $i.25*

Haslach Sept . 27, 1917 50
Hasloh ND 25 Pf L-566 $1.
Hessischer-01 dendorf 0c t .

L-5BB $ 3"+

Heessen, Bad bei Eilsen April 1, 1,921 25,50 Pf, 1 Mark L-559
$2.50'*
Heilbronn/Neckar December 1917 50 Pf P-S 965e $3
Heidelburg/Neckar Aug. 1 , 1923 100,000 Mark K-2279 $2.50
Heiligenhafen March l, 1922 1 , 2 Mark L-57 3 $ 4.50
Heisterbach/Siebengeblrge Nov. 1 , 192I 50, 7 5 Pf L-57 5 $3 . 25*
Helgoland 0ct. 1919 25, 50 Pf P-S 974c $2
Helgoland Aprl7 1927 20 (2),25 (2),50 (2) Pf; Dec. I920,
1 Mark Heinz Schiestl L-57 7 $5.50-)r
Helmarshausen/Diemel May 15, l921 50 Pf, 1, 2 Mark L-578 $4*
Helmbrechrs ND 50 Pf P-S 976 $t.ZSx
Hemdingen ND 25 (2), 50 Pf L-581 $6x
Herford March 4, 1920 10 PF P-S 9B0d worn $.50
Hermsdorf /Sachsen ApriL 4, I9I9 10 Pf P-S 981b $1*
Herne/Westf alen July 1 , l92l 25 Pf L-584 $.65-r"
Herrnstadt/Schlesien ND 25, 50 Pf P-S 9B5b $1 .50*
Hersfeld Nov. 4, 1918 1 , 2, 10, 20 Mark K-217 $i0
Herstelle Nov. 1 , I92l 1, 2 Mark L-586 $t . ZSx
Herzberg/Elster ND 10, 25 Pf P-S 9BB $2.25rt
Hessische-OIldendorf Oct. L, 7927 25, 50, 75 Pf, 1 Mark Set
L-5BB $3x
Hohndorf Sept. 30, I92l 50 (6) Pf Set L-605 $4t?
Holzminden ND 25, 50, 75 Pf Set L-607 $1.75*
Honnef, Bad 0ct. 1, 1921 50 (4), 99 (4) Pf Set L-609 $1Ort
+?Uncirculat ed
K-Ke11er caLalogs i L-Lindman Serienscheine; P-S Pick-Siemsen

THE FRAKTUR, P.0. Box 334, Io1a, Wis. 54945
The Notgeld Hotline 1-800-547-1067

Harzgerode July 7,
Harzgerode July 7,
Harzgerode July 7 ,

Harzgerode July 7,

I,[IOR LD
$280;

0 Pf L-554a S.65*
5, 50, 75 Pf L-564b $2-)r

q

D+

7 5)"
1,

792t 2 75 Pf L-564c $7/25)!

Classied Advertising
C0INS Magazine, L964-1976, l40 of 1

postage extra. Contact THE FRAKTUR.
:f*r+

P-S 950 $1.50r3

I92l 25, 50, 7 5 }'f , 1 lYark Set

artillery
djfFerent,
I/ay, Gulf

47 total issues,

DESERT ST0RM propaganda/surrenCer leafleEs,
delivered. fnteresting souvenirs, two-sided. Three
$3; two sets, $5. George Boyce, i 540 Yachtrans
Breeze, fl a. 32561 .
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