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The Oberschlesien plebiscite

Con'sidered fhe mosL imporLant plebiscite created by theParis LreaLies following WW I was Ihat of Upper Silesia
( Pol i sh, (,orny Slask; German, 0berschlesien ) .

In conLenLion were 4,i50 square miles, populated by
2,280,000 persons. 'l'he easLern extremity was bounded by two
Iazy brooks, in Gernran "Drei.-Kaiserreichs Ecke,tt rhe three-
empire corner oI Russia, Prussia and Austria.

Reborn Poland lay on rhe north and eastern borders; new
Czechoslovakia appeared irr the place of Austria on the south.
Upper Silesia rdas Lhe Prussian province of Silesia,(Schtesien) wiLh Lhe capital in Breslau.
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Not all Not.geId
concerning the UPPer
Silesian plebiscite
came fron the area.
From Glauchau-Stoll-
berg Yas an issue
showing a line divi-
ding prosperiLY from
poverLy.

erving as Lhe highway for cl rspensing agriculLural
Ls of Upper Si lesia wils the Odc.r River, ris.ing in the
c mounLa i ns i rr (lzor hos l ovak i a, pass i ng RaL i ttor
'orz) and Oppeln (0pole), enlargeri by the Malal)ane

flowing pilsL Breslau, SLetLin ancl inLo thc BaLtic See.
ncluded in Lhr: lrrovince 1^/crL' '23 Kreisc, akin Lcr
€s, including lhosc agricultLrrirlly orienLc<l in ther

Lo Lhe easL, c:oitl :rnd zinc, conLriltLrLing Lo Lhc secc.rnd
L indusLri;tI i]rci.l ol (icrrnany zt{tr,rr lhe Ruhr.
he e-LhLc nrixLure includecl SIavs ;_rnd ]'eutonic Lribes,
by Lhe Piasts ot Polantl in the tirh CerrLury; renounced
Polish king in 1335 aL Lhe TrcarLy of T'rencin,

under Lhe rule of Lhc Kirrg r_,1 llohemia ancl alLer IJ4'1,
Prussian Frederick Lhc (lrc:aL.
he Prussians c,.n(.our.lgccl irnnrigrat.ion by Gerrrans as
s and workers. \dr:mbaugh cornmcnLs, "'fo Lhe German Ll-re
ries of Silesla were. builL by (ierrnan capiLal i,rnd German
; Lo Ehe Poles Lhey were the ltroducL ol polish lat)or."
nifying thc two groups was Lhe r:hurch. MosL of the area
oman Catholrc, boLh Germans anrl lroles, excepL around
u and Krcrr zburg, wherc. (lernruns ._ind p<-rles were
LanL.
ne quarLer ol the province \^ra:; o\.!ned by seven larrd-
, the Junkers, in 1910, inclrrding hall the coal area.
s taughL oniy German.

A 50-Pfennig note of
Bielschowitz shows a
map of Lhe plebiscite
area. An arrow points
Lo the Teschen site.
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Following WW I, Poland pursued annexation of eastern
Upper Silesia, based on the ethnic population, though Poland
had renounced claims to the area six centuries earlier. AIso,
Polish labor was said to have conE.ributed to the industrial
developm'enE..

A draft treaty dated Ma y 7, 1919, awarded Poland the
lines laEer to become the western boundary of the plebiscite
area, insensing the Germans. 0n June 2, 1919, Lloyd George
proposed the plebiscite to eliminate germs of a future war
which might be pursued by Germany.

0n June 12, L919, Article BB of the treaty proposed the
plebiscite formal1y, to be overseen by an international
commission.

Members appointed in the summer o f Ig20 to the
Commission Interalliee de Gouvernement et de Plebiscite
included, from the United Kingdom, Co1 . H. F. P. Percival ;
Italy, Gen. Alberro de Marinis; and from France, Gen. Le
Rond
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A hard coal mining firn
of Hoymgrube issued a
20-Mark note dated
May 15, 192L, considered
a plebiscite issue.

Beu then
Bielschowitz
Bismrckhuette
Carl shof
Charlottegrube
Chro sczuetz
Cosel
Emmagrube
Glauchau-Stollberg
Gleiwi tz
Gross-Rauden
Gross-Strehlitz
Guttentag
Hamm
Halberstadt
Helmstedt

zeiger diesr:s erhill voii tlor Kasse der Czernilzer
rrkohlcn Bnrgbeu A.-G. lris ainschl. 31. Mai 1921

Itf;rfrtuaEf,i rfiAffiK
gBgen ilushAnrligurrg dieses Notgcldscheines. ..

H0YMGRUBE, rlen th. trilai 1921.

Czernitzer Stcil;lruhlen 8er,gl1au Aktien_Ges.

r')|"
, .t-'t.J , t ,.

Gust,tv Muschio!, Ry bnik

Silesien Notgeld-issuing
towns during the Plebiscite
(P1us a few our of Silesia)

Hoymgrube
Kandr z i n-pogo r zelleLz
Katscher
Kattowit z
Klod niLz-0derhafen
Knur ow
Koenigshuette
Konstadt
Krappitz
Kreuzburg
Kunzendorf
Landsberg
Laurahuette
Leobschuetz
Loslau
Muchenitz
Neudeck

Nikolai
0ppe1n
Paruschowit.z
Paulsdorf
Pitschen
Rad zi onkau
Ratibor
Rosenberg
Rybn ik
Schaed Lj-tz
Siemianowitz
Sohrau
Tarnorvitz
Thal e
Tic hau
ZueLz

To Be Continued
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THE MYSTERY OF DR. KELLER I S SMALL CHBCKS

By David Block

0ne of the mysLeries providecl for the collector of the
series notes is the reason Dr. Ke11er included the KIein-
schecks in his catalog.

The series notes purporL to be genuine currency, money
issued to be used to supply the lack of sma11 change. The
small checks, on Lhe other hand, purport Lo be orders to pay
money to the bearer.

Men such as GusLav Prange, auLhor of the 7921 and 1922
volumes "Das deutsche KriegsnoLgeld, eine kulturgeschicht-
liche Beschreibung, " real ized that thr'::e checks were not
money in the same sense as,Lhe series rrot,es as soon as they
began Lo appear. He fought against incLLid.Lng them in Notgeld
collecLions.

Perhaps Dr. Keller was influencecl by Lhc fact Lhat when
the small checks firsL appeared he wi:rs operaLing a dealer-
ship; perhaps collector demand made iL necessary for him to
accept them. Be that as it rdy, here is my translation of
Prange's diatrlbe against one of the fj.rsL -issues, published
in his above-cited book, YoI. 2, page 58.

I expressly thank Hermann Krause for taking time to
compare my translation wiLh the German Lex L and to correct
several of my inadverLent errors. Moreover, Hermann has
pointed out thaL the lines near the enrl of the feature are
quoted from an lBth Century poem, "Der gefangene Husar, "
telling of an interview between a capLured Hussar and a
French general, one ClermonL, in i758.

THE 1922 CHECKS FOR FLEECING COLLECTORS

By Gustav Prange

If the director of a cityrs affairs aL one t.ime refuses
to issue Notgeld because of a government ban but afterwards
a11ows the production of what is ca11ed Notgeld but which
could more properly be ca11ed unnecessary money, then the
critic challenges him, even the more strongly the more the
prof it motive shor"rs up.

The three series of Not.ge1d, each in the values of 25,
50 and 75-Pfennig, one and two Mark, a total of 13.50 Mark,
with which Belgard has in 1922 blessed the wor1d, are plainly
too much and exceed arrogance by a long way. The notes
offered must be extraordinarily distinguished to make
collectors forget that they are only aimed at their wa11ets.

Already with a fleeting glance at the'se notes criticism
begins. Why are all the notes indifferently of the same
color? Because of that merchant and public must mix them up
and quarrel, if an unfortunate note should wander into
circulat.ion. Is it so the Flemming Press can save on colored
ink ?

At any event, the seri-es "01d Belgard" may be tolerat,ed,
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as the following description shows: On the 2S_ptennlg note,the Belgard Council repels rhe polish delegar,ion (1107); 0nthe 50-Pfennig, a view 6f lhu ciry in 161g, from r.he Lublnmap; 0n the 75*Pfennig, Lhe high city_g;a", 0n t.he one Mark,a city street; on the two_Mark not",'SE. Mary ,s Church.One had already seen enough, however, of such cityscenes, and even better chosen ones on cheaper notes.Creatiyu imaginarion is lacking.
The motif s of the second and t,hird series, however: ,,TheBelgard Death t s Head Hussars in f ormer days,, and ,,Unif orms ofthe Belgard Death's IIead Hussar" u; -;imes 

changed,, show ashameful display of false deeds.

o. R.G.4..

f'Schecks" were issued by Belgard on the persante RiverPonerania, undated;-i"-i5";a;;;;n;il Jr*ror,.o lerrers.and sold in a paper envelope.-in""tt"i.iar, appear, atside of the bait-of the lact illustration. ,i

in
AtoP,
each

Who has ever heard anything about the Belgard Death,sHead Hussars? There has never be.n one, and there st.1II isnone today. There is only a Fifth Hussar Regiment, to whichbelong the two squadrons iodged in Beleard.The cirv did nor earn rfr;-h;;o;";F'having rhe hisroricalLif e Guard .Lr." to Belgard; it came on orders of the ministerof war af Ler the rape "oi -nunrig 
lnuf." ttre transf er necessary.In such circumstances ir l:l to put it mi1d1y, deckingoneself in borrgruq plumage if the irrre hussar of Frederickthe Grear is claimed a; -; 

Belga.d-D;;t.hfs Head Hussar, rhebrave hussar who at his interrogition by the enemy general
;i;;:' 

that even after his ciprure h; remained rrue ro his
ItFriend 

, _ 
does your king have more men of your sort ?,,ilCertainly,tt said in"_ hussar, uand even much betterones! I am the worst of al1 his solaiurJ, o. else I certainlywouldn't have fa11en j-nto you. hands.,,We wou1d. pref er genuine ttotgei j and historical t.ruth.Belgard has sinned uglir"t-'Uott b; if,iu .j.ssue insrigated by

il?1":"rl:i:::hmann, and by so doing he himself has pronounced
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TGTLD RNTRTHE
JANUARY 1991

We are greeted by the control number
on a 10-Pfennig note of BankenburglHarz,
for our New Year 1991--oops, the printer
slipped in an extra 9 ! But it is c1ose.

We do hope l99L or 19991, whatever
it is, brings all of our readers mail
boxes stuffed with Notgeld and books and
all sorts of hobby enjoymenL, throughout
the year.

It will be.another 11 years before we
have anot.her radar or palindrome date;
1991 is Lhe first one in the 20th century
and 2OOZ will be the only one in the 2Lst.
century. Despite all the talk !ou hear abouL
iL, remember that Lhe 21st century does not
begin until Jan. 1, 2001.

An interesting feaLure of our "19991"
n.ote of Bad Blankenburg is the f'White Ladytt
riding her broom on the back of the note. The specter appears
on' several Notgeld issues from Lhe Harz area.

One of our readers visiLed this fa11 in his o1d haunLs
in old I,lest Germany and slipped into old East Germany. He

Look some picLures of buildings illustrated 'on Notgeld which
are sLill sLanding, a La Hermann Krause, and shares some
wiLh us, Lo be used in coming issues. His wife was caught
up in Lhe euphoria of the Notgeld events and even found it
inLeresting. The moral of the story is that. if you are going
Lo make converLs Lo Notgeld, convert your wife first. It
helps.

And a Happy New Year to all. Thank you for staying wit,h
us.

coins. Lists:
Springman, 7 462

Classified Advertising

German metal Notgeld bought and- sold ' Municipal ' private '

P0i,l, beer, a."n"portaLion ' nuiuf ' military ' Consum Verein '
gas and electtitity tokens ut" bought and sold ' SeIl books

on metal Uotg"fa ' it"o i"t"tt"t"a in oLher conLinental Europen

tokens. Send ilt'fut""t lisl' t"l' ORLIK' Box 941 ' LewisEon'

N. Y. L4092.

***lr

AUSTRIAN, GERMAN NOTGELD; World Banknotes '
periodic pric"'n-topical; send needs' Chuck

NalI, Shawnee Mission' Kan' 66208'
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THF FRAK UR PR ICILI T

Arnstadt
Ansbach 1

Ansbach N
Ansbach A
Appen ND
Arns berg

Arnstadt
Arnstadt
Arnstadt
Arnswalde
Arnswalde
Arnswalde
$7.s0
Arolsen June lg2l
Artern/Thuer. to
$3. sox

25 Pf L-43 $. soxSylvesrer 192l (Dec. 31) 50

JANUARY 1991

(6) Pf Ser L-45c

$s

$2n
K-60 Hoch $1*

Aachen 1918 25, 50 pf p-S 1 $1Achlm Jan. 15, Ig2t 50 pf L*Z fold $.50Adorf /Voertand Aug. 25, Ig23 SOO,OO5,-i,OOO,OOO MarkK-1s $z
Ahaus June 7 ,^ IgZl 25, 50 pf L_3II $1*Ahlen 0cr. 10, 1?18 5', 10 Mark K_6 $iZ.SO*,Ahrensboek Dec. tgZO SO pf L_6 $.60xAhrweiler Arg. 15, tg2t zi_pr L_7 aI $.50*; L_7aIV g1 . zsx
1I"^'- 19!., t, _1s21. s0 (z j-pr L_B $i.ri"A1fe1d/Leine July 1, tgZt 25,50 pf i_ff g1.ZSxAllensrein April 1, wit 10 (2), io-f z) pf L_13 ser 92.zsxAllsredr Dec. 22, wro 

_ 10, '2i', i0 pf L_15 wildman $2^*Atlsredr 0.r...1 , !s2\ 2t; ,sg (6) pf L_1s g4. zsxAlrenau /Harz Muy 1, rgll'75( o j'pi-r,Iri *, .2sxAltenburg L92t 5O (Sl pi Set L_Zt Max Bechsrein arrisr g7.SOxAlt.enkirchen lg2l 10, 25, i0 pf L_23 g1.6OxAltenkirchen-Waldbroel 19 iO' t0 pi- 6 . is+sAltenwerder u. Finkenwa.ra"._Nov. i, lgZt 50 pf L_24 g1.ZSxAltheide/Schlesien ND 5O pF L_Z7il-S.OO'Alroerring ND ( 1918) SO pi x_tqu $1,$Altona Nov. 2, 191g 50 pf-K_20II 
S. OOoAlrona Nov. 2,_tgtB 5, 20 Mart< K_iiJ=$Z.SOoAlrona Dec. t2, tgit -20,-^lg,--io] 

60, B0 pf L_zgb g5,rAltrahlsted. Io sogl. 15; tg22 25 pf , 1, 2 tiark L_30 $gxAlrusried ro Dec . 31 , ltiB 1o pf r_zel' 6t . sooAtzey Dec. 31, tgtg is pi-p_s 30a $1*lL1"y Feb. 1, ts2t 10 pi-p_s:ot-S.is"
lnl"rnach Apri1.1,_ 1920 10, 25, 50 pi L_31a $t0xAndernach Dec. 1 , tgzo ts- it L_31bIi-$lOouAnkl an/Pommern ND 50 pf p_-S. 43h $2*AnnaP".g /,Erzgeb. ND 1O pf p_S 45 $ L.25
fi::;ti:ir't,,:;3 Nov 1 , rgra, s; io-nu,r.; Dec. 1 , 1e18, 10

(

L

larch 1, L9t7 50 pf p_S 54 $1x917 50 Pf P-S 47a $.6Sxov. L, 1918 25, 50 pf p_S 47c $1*ug. 72, I92t 25 pf L_34 $.60(1921) 2s Pf L_39r $2. ZSi'-March 1 , tgZO 25 pf p_S 53 $.6SxDec. 15, 1921 -50 pf , 1 , i-l,lart L_4I g3. SOx7920 25, 50 Pf P_S 54 6r.zsr.7e2r i0 (61: .?? (6);--sg (6) pr ser L-42 $rox1e.21 10 (6). ?2 !:),_io'iol pr i-+s s7""'May 2, t92t s0 (Z)'pt p0_S 57 $2*Aug. 1, tgzo 25 pf $1",Arg. 10, l9Z3 500,000 Mark,- L Millionen Mark K_14i

Aschaf f enburg -}I 5 (2), 50 pf K-60 schiesrlAschaffenburg 
I?^( 1?i8i's, -rO, 

20-M";k";bAschaffenburg tg20 25, 50'Spf'K_60 i;iliJ".rAschaffenburg ro Jan. I , lg2l 50 pf

January lggL -7-
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Aschersleben April 14, 1917 50 Pf P-S BB $.60o
Aschersleben March 5, L920 50 Pf L-50a $1tt
Aschersle'ben Dec. L, I92l 25 (3), 50 (4), 75 (2) Pf L-50 $5*
Attendorf ND L Mark L-49 $1.ZSx
Aue ND (to Dec. 31, 1918) 50 Pf P-S 69 $1.SOx
Auerbach/Vogtland to Dec. 31 , L9l9 10 Pf L-51 $ .60"
Auerb achl Volgtland to end l92O 25 Pf L-53 $.50
Auerbach/Vogrland July 1, I92L 50 (3), 75 (3) Pf L-53 Kinder
$3 . sox
Augsburg to Dec. 31, 1918 50 Pf P-S 73e $1.SOx
Auma JLne L, 1918 10 Pf $1.2Sx
Auma April 1, 192L 50 Pf L-53 $.60o
Auma Nov. 1 , L92l 50 (4) Pf L-55 $2. SOx
Avent.oft/Schleswig-Holstein 0ct. 31, 192L 50 Pf L-57 $t.ZSx
Baden-Baden Sept. 19, 1919 50 Pf P-S L02a $.ZSo
Baden-Baden June 1 , L92O 10 Pf P-S 102b $.60o
Badetz (Domaene bei Zerbst) Sept. L , 1918 P-S 104 $1 . ZSx
Ballenstedt/Harz March 22, L92t 25, 50 Pf, 3 Mark $i.75
Ballensted tlHarz Aug. 22, 7927 25 , 30, 50 (2) , 75 , 100 Pf
L-58 seL $3. ZSx
Barby 1920 25 Pf P-S i09 $2*
Barntrup/Lippe Nov. 20, L92L 50 (2) Pf, 1 Mark (2) L-63 $Bx
Bautzen April 1, 1918 50 Pf K-119b $t
Bautzen May 1 , 1920 10, 25, 50 Pf $.75
Bautzen Oct. 15, 1922 100, 500 Mark K-35 $S
Beckum Nov. 1, 1918 50 Pf , 1 Mark P-S t27 3 signatures $4.SOx
Beckum Sept. 1, L920 25 Pf , 2 Mark L-64 $3r$
Belgard/Persante ND 25, 50, 75 Pf, 2 Mark L-67 $3.SOx
Belg ernlElbe Nov. L , L92I 25 , 50 Pf L-66 $1 .25r'
Benneckenstein /Harz July I92l 5, 10, 25, 50, 75 Pf L-68
$3. z5x
Bentheim/Westfalen ND (0ct. 1921)j 10, 25, 50 Pf 1 Mark L-70
Set $2 .5Ox
Berga/Elster June 22, 1920 25, 50 Pf K-140 $2*
Berga/Elster 0ct. 1 , 1.92L 25, 50 (2) , 75 Pf L-72 $2. SOx
Berka, Bad ND 25 Pf P-S 150 $.ZSo
Berncastel-Cues Dec. 1, L92
Beverst.edt Jan. 15, 1922 25
Beverungen May 1, 1921.
Beverungen May l-, l92L
Bia11a /O/Pr July 11, L920

25, 50 Pf $1.SOx
L-93 Beaver $2r+
75 Pf 1 Mark L-.94 brown $8.50x
Pf, 1 Mark green L-94 $5x

, 50 Pf, 1 Mark L-95 $4. ZSx

0,
Pf

50,
75

25
Birkenfeld olB Feb. 1, 792L 10 Pf L-10i $.40
Bitburg April 1, 7920 25 Pf $1n
Bit.terf eld July 6, 1,920 50 Pf $.75
Bitterfeld Dec. 1, L921.50 Pf L-105 $.ZS*

One seL only: -Cotlection of one each of paper Notgeld froin
632 German ci-ties, ma jority Unci.rculated, both Series and
Circulating notes. $350.

* UncirculaLed
K-Ke11er catalogs; L-Lindman catalog;
Austrian catalog numbers from Meyerbeck

THE FRAKTUR, P.0. Box 334, Iola, Wis. 54945
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