The Fire Altar of Vispsad-farrdos

The inscriptionl, found near Barm 1 Dilak, was written by Abnon,
Master of ceremonies of the Sabestan, on the base of a fire alter, and
dedicated on the occasion of the victory of Sabuhr over Gordian III at
Misikhé. The end (death?) of Gordian is synchronised with Sabuhr’s
third regnal year: Mecheir (Mbyr) 16 corresponding to February 15,
244 A.D. The first year of Sabuhr’s reign will be in the year 242 (and
according to the inscription at Sabuhr, the beginning of Sabuhr’s
single reign in the summer of 243).

On all four sides of this altar, Abnon carved human busts and
inscribed four personal names and also his own name:

ardaser sahan Sah Ardaser, King of kings

aspiz 1 darbed Aspiz, Minister of the Court

vehnam i framadar Vehnam, Governor

Sabuhr Sahan sah Sabuhr, King of kings

abnon 1 ped sabestan ayénig Abndn, who is master of
ceremonies in the Queen’s
palace

1 én adurgdah abnon i ped Sabestan
ayenig framad ké kird. ud ahi
framayén kii- “m agar dastan hé
ég adur-é édar nisayan. pas
ka abar sal si 5a-
6  -buhr Sahan Sah ka
hromdy abar pars ud pahlav a-
-yend, pas an édar ped
vispsad-farrdos baven. pas kii asnaven kit hromay ayend
11  pas an yazdan payvehén kii
“agar Sabuhr i Sahan Sah cér baved
ud hromayin zaned u-san vattar kuned da-n
ped bannagih éstend ég nixvaran da adur-é édar
nisayan.” pas kit asnavén kit hromay rasid
16 hend ud Sabuhr i Sahan Sah zad hend u-$ vattar kird hend
pas én adur édar
nisand u-$ pand-sabuhr-
abnon nam kird
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“This fire altar, (I), Abndon, master of ceremonies in the Queen’s
palace, ordered (to be made, and) who made it. First I declared, ‘If it is
possible for me, then I shall set up a Fire here”. Then, when in the year
3 (of) Sabuhr the king of kings, when the Romans were coming
against Persia and Parthia, then I was here in Vispsad-farrdos. Then,
when it was heard that the Romans were coming, then I implored the
Yazata, “If Sabuhr the king of kings become triumphant and smash
the Romans and defeat them, to the extant that they take to serve us,
then I shall hasten to set up a fire here.” Then when it was heard that
the Romans had arrived and Sabuhr the king of kings had smashed
them and had defeated them, then I set up this fire here, and it was
called Pana-sabuhr-Abnon.’



