Haptoiringa
The 7 stars of the constellation Ursa Major
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e Av. hapté.iringa- adj. ‘having seven marks’, pl. m. (with
star- m.) ; Pers. haftoring, % ,szas.

Haptoiringa, the star divinity, is the circumpolar constellation
Ursa Major.? He is mazdadata “established by Mazda’ and
X'aranan’hant ‘endowed by X"aronah’, and shares with the star
divinity Tistrya the epithet baésazya ‘healing’.* He is, like the
Peg in the center of the sky, of the nature of the earth.’ He is
appointed to the northern direction, and is the General of the
North®, and as the hell is supposed to be in the north, he moves
around hell, and with the help of 99 999 Fravasi of the Truthful ,
controls the gate and passage of hell, for withstanding the 99
999 Dagva and Druj and Pairika and Yatu. He also controls the
regular turning of the twelve houses (signs) of the zodiac.
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% . It bears two names in the RV: Rksah ‘the bears’ (RV |, 24, 10 ami y&
sksa nihitasa ucca naktam dadysre kiha cid diveyuh); Saptarsi ‘the seven
Rsi/ sages’ (RV X, 82, 2 tésam istani sam isa madanti yatra (yatra) saptaysin
para (paraj) ékam aghaf) [See also Khot. hauda rimchanu ‘of the seven
sages’]. The Iliad also calls the Great Bear by two names, dpxrog ‘bear’ and
Gpo&a ‘chariot’ (Lat. Arctos and Vrsa; Syr. w=sand «dlas).

*.Sr1.13 aoe (ave Yt 12.28) staré yoi haptairinga mazdadata
X'aranay’hanta baésazya.

5. Bd 72 han © zamigcihr haftoring ud méx i meyan asman, avésan
zamigsardagan. ‘The (stars) of the nature of the earth: Haptdiringa and the
Peg in the center of the sky. They are of the species of the earth.’

®  Bd 27 haftoring abaxtar spahbed ... u-§ haftoring ped kustag T abaxtar
anoh kit ka ebgad andar dvared dusox baved gumard. ‘Haptoiringa is the
General of the North.He appointed Haptoiringa to the northern direction
where the hell was to be when the aggressor entered.’



MX 49. 15-21 ud starag 7 haftsiring abag noh ud navad ud
nohsad ud nohhazar ud nohbevar fravahr 7 ahlavan ped dar ud
vidarg 7 dusox gumard ésted ped abaz dastan 7 han noh ud
navad ud nohsad ud néhhazar ud nohbévar dévan ud druzan ud
perigan ud jadigan 7 (ped) hameéstarih 7 spihr ud axtaran hend.
u-$ ravisn peramon 7 dusox, u-§ mayagvar kar én, con dvazdah
kadag 7 axtaran ped dast dared, ped drust sudan ud amadan, ud
avesan-z dvazdah axtaran hamgonag ped nirog ud ayyarih 7
haftoiring ravend; ud harv axtar-é ka ped harburz andar ayed,
pust o haftairing kuned (dared), ud panah az haftoiring xvahed.

‘And the star Haptoiringa, with 99 999 Fravasi of the
Truthful, is appointed to the gate and passage of hell, for
withstanding the 99 999 Dacva and Druj and Pairika and Yatu,
who are in opposition to the celestial sphere and constellations.
Its motion is round about hell. And as it holds the twelve houses
of the constellations by the hand, its work essentially consists of
(watching over) the correct going and coming (of the
constellations). Those twelve constellations also move in like
manner by the power and assistance of Haptoiringa. Each
constellation, at the time of coming in at Hara Baroazaifti, relies
on Haptoiringa, and seeks shelter from Haptoiringa.’

Another text also describes the assistance provided by the
Fravasi of the truthful to Haptoiringa:
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HDV 21-23 guft: az han i ohrmazd andaron dusox kas né
gumard ésted bé vénisn T yazdan tistar ud sadvés ud vanand ud
haftoring.

én-z gobed kii: avesan vénisn on téz kit han 1 arganttum dusox
on vénend con mard-é ké casm abér venag andar dyénag nigerée
tan i xves véné, avésan-z veh abérdar vénend. ud ka né pandagih
avesan ray hé, ahrmen ud visudagan hamoyen ruvan 1
durvandan andar dusox bé marnzend he.

", Cf. Yt 13.60
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‘He said: On behalf of Ahura Mazda no one is appointed in
hell, but (it is under) the sight (/ surveillance) of the Yazata,
Tistrya and Satavagsa and Vanant and Haptoiringa.

This also he said that: Their sight is so sharp that they see the
most horrible hell like a man with clear-sighted eye who looks
in a mirror and sees his body, they even see better and more.

And if there were not their protection, Agra Mainyu and the
abortions would be destroying all the souls of the lieful.’

Cod. Zend. 55 (Munich Staatsbibliothek), 6":
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The stellar Dog (Av. span-/ spaka-, Pers. sag) in the northern
side is near Haptoiringa. It probably designates the constellation
Ursa Minor.® In later times, the Persian astronomers called the
constellation of Ursa major Haftoring mahén, and that of Ursa
minor Haftoring kahen.™

Bd 97 sag ray gobed ki az starpayag, ki az han kustag 7 star
7 haftoring.

‘As regards the dog it says: He is from the Star station, that
is, from the direction of the star Haptoiringa.’

The seven parts of the earth are bound by seven bonds of
wind to Haptairinga.

Sr 2.13 aoe str3"s yazamaide yoi hapta haptairinga
mazdadata x'aranarn‘hanta baésazya paitistatse yadpgm
pairikangmca

Z avesan staran yazem ké haft haforing 7 onrmazddad 7
x'arrahumand 7 bésazenidar ped abaz-éstisnih jadiigan perigan.
[haftoring ped abaxtaran nemag ebgad pedyarag az dusox bé né
histan ray. u-san az harv kisvar bann-¢ avis bast ésted. ka en

° . Notice that Canis minor was called, by ancient Greeks, Kvvocovpa,
‘dog’s tail’ (Lat. Cynosura, Canis cauda).
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zamig azer ud azabar bé né baved ped rah 7 oy. han ray star
hamag x'arrahumand bésazenidar.]

‘We worship those stars that are seven in number,
Haptoiringa, created by Mazda, fortunate and healing, in order
to withstand the Yatu and the Pairika. [Haptoiringa is on the
northern side in order to not let loose the aggressor, the
adversary, from hell. And a band from every region is attached
to those (seven stars). If this earth is not turned upside down, it
Is on account of it. For this reason all stars are fortunate and
healing.]’

Bd 27 az haft kisvar az harv kisvar-é bann-é avis peyvast
ested vinardarih 1 kisvaran andar gumézisn ray —ped han cim
haftoiring x"anihed.

‘A bond attaches each of the seven regions to Haptoiringa,
for the establishment of the regions, during the mixture (period)
—for that reason, it is called Haptoiringa.’

OPH 15 zamig ped vad vinard ..., U-s fraz vad 6 axtar t
haftoring bast.

‘The earth is established through the wind, ... and the wind is
bound to the constellation of Haptdiringa.’

According to the Bundahisn Haptoiringa opposes the planet
Ohrmazd (viz., Jupiter)™; but according to another tradition, it
opposes the planet Varhram (viz., Mars).*

A ritual formula is dedicated to Haptairinga®®, and a solemn
ceremony for him used to be performed on the 13" day (Tistrya/
Tira) of the month. The kidneys of the sacrificial animal belongs
to him.

SnS 11.4 gaspend ka kust ud parag judag kird a-s ... gund
vanand star ud gurdag haftoring ...

‘When a sheep is slaughtered and divided into pieces, ... then

the testicles are the Vanant’s, and the kidneys are

Haptoiringa’s.”**

Y Bd 50 ohrmazd 7 abaxtarig 6 haftoring ‘Jupiter (came to oppose)
Haptoiringa.” Notice that Skt. saptarsija is the name of the planet Jupiter.

12 Bd 11l varhram abaxtar 6 haftaring. Cf. also Persian and Guijarati
fragments.

3 The Afrinagan T Haftoring (R 115, 249-251).

14 See also RP 59.



According to the Jamaspig, one of the signs of the time of the
coming of Uxsyat.orata is this that Hapto.iringa will leave his
own (northern) position and turn to the direction of the East.”

Raham Asha

5118 gah i usidar pedag biid(an) abayed én and nisan ped géhan
pédag baved: ... didigar én kil haftoring gah bé hiled, ud o xvarasan ron
(sog) varded.



