
An account of some Persian festivals  

and some miscellaneous matters 

 

There exists a small treatise in Persian about the calendar and 

calendar customs of the ancient Persians. Its author, a Pārsī priest 

(dastōr), has drawn his account from some secondary Persian sources, 

especially the Nōrōznāma (attributed to Khayyām). Manekji Rustomji 

Unvala has given an account of the Persian festivals as given in the 

above treatise
1
 according to a manuscript in his possession, which 

itself is a copy of an old manuscript by Dastōr Rustam Guštāsp 

Ardašēr in 1087 A. Y. (1718 A. D.).
2
  

I give here the Persian text according to the manuscript F 61 

(Navsari), 77-119.
3
 

 

(Raham Asha)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            
1
 . M. R. Unvala, « A Few Festivals (Jashans) according to an Old Parsee 

Manuscript », Spiegel Memorial Volume. Papers on Iranian Subjects, Bombay, 

1908, 201-10. 
2
 . The account begins at pag 621 and ends at page 643. Unvala’s manuscript 

gives the colophon of Dastōr Rustam as follows: 

Aštād rōz ī Ābān māh ī 1087 Yazdegirdīg = 1718 A. D., May 23, Monday 
3
 . See also the manuscript R VIII 6 (COIL, Mumbai). 
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10  ped bavandagīh ī hazār sāl kam ēk nēmrōz 
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 . The Parsi Dastōr omits the popular (and incorrect) etymology given by the 

author of the Nōrōznāma: 
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29 Mard-Giran lit. ‘taking males’

 

 

 
 )مختصر کتاب البلدان(: ماه فروردين فی روز آبان . ابن الفقيه 33
 . ابن الفقيه: فی ماه و همذان و اصبهان والدينور و ماحولها 34



                            
35 

they used to take their food and drink silently without uttering a 

word, and used to pass the whole day in giving thanks to the Almighty for his 

innumerable bounties

 

 Burjab
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42 R VIII 6

 R VIII 6

 R VIII 6
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