
 

The Indo-Persian Divine Calendar 

The so-called Tārīkh i Ilāhī 

 

The Divine Era (  / yazdīg māhrōz) was established by 

the order of the Indian king Akbar in the 29
th

 year of his reign, 

A.H. 992/ A.D. 1584.
1
  

The establishing of the Divine era had two objects: 

1) The explicit reason for instituting it, as the order (framān) 

issued by Akbar explains, was that the seasons of affairs 

and events might be known with ease, and no one had any 

occasion for alteration.
2
 According to Abuʾl-Faẓl, Akbar 

was averse to the era of Hijra (‘flight’) which was of 

ominous signification, but because of the great number of 

short-sighted, ignorant men who believed the currency of 

the era to be inseparable from religion, His Majesty did 

not carry out his design of suppressing it.
3
 When in A.H. 

992 of the Novilunar year Akbar introduced a new 

computation of years, he assured his Muslim subjects 

that: There is not involved in this good deed any breach 

of the respect due to the glory of the Hijra era. This is the 

supposition of worthless persons infirm of nature, and of 

mean understanding.
4
 But these persons were not taken in 

                                                             
1 . Hodīvālā drew his information from the chronicles and numismatics of 

the Mughal period : Sh. H. Hodīvālā, Historical Studies in Mughal 

Numismatics, Calcutta, 1923, II. The Ilāhī Era, 11-40. 
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Prakāśa, reconstructed the Divine calendar for 120 years from A.D. 1556 to 

A.D. 1676: V.S. Bendrey, Tārīkh-i-Ilāhī, Poona, 1933. 
2 

 

می علّا

 

عليل الفطرة قليل الکياسة



it. For example, Badāunī, the erudite Muslim clerk who 

entered the court of Akbar along with Abuʾl-Faẓl in 1572, 

with regret (or hatred) states that: The era of the Hijra was 

now abolished, and a new era was introduced, of which 

the first year was the year of the accession of Akbar in 

A.H. 963. The months had the same names as at the time 

of the Persian (Aryan) kings; and the fourteen festivals 

also were introduced corresponding to the feasts of the 

Zoroastrians; but the feasts of the Muslims and their glory 

were trodden down, the Friday prayer alone being 

retained because some old, decrepit, silly people used to 

go to it.
5
 

2) The implicit object of establishing the Era is also found in 

the Framān: The king intended to announce that the Hijra 

Era, which begins with a day of joy to foes and of grief to 

friends, has nearly reached one thousand years, and a 

great event has appeared, that is, the accession of the king 

Akbar.
6
 But it was not secret to any Muslim what Akbar 

really intended to impose. Badāunī lamented that: The 

new era was called the Divine year-and-month. On 

copper coins and seals, the Millennium was used, as 

indicating that the end of the religion of Muḥammad, 

which was to last one thousand years, was drawing near. 

Reading and learning Arabic was looked upon as a crime; 

and Islamic law, the exegesis of the Qurān, and the 

Tradition, as also those who studied them, were 

considered bad and deserving of disapproval, but 

astronomy, philosophy, medicine, mathematics, poetry, 

history, and novels, were cultivated and thought 

necessary.
7
  

                                                             
 

 

 



The order issued by Akbar mentions three Indian years 

corresponding to the then current Ilāhī year: 465
th

 year of 

Lakṣmaṇa Sena era, 1506
th

 year of Śaka era, and 1641
st
 year of 

Vikrama era, that is A. D. 1584.
8
 The architect of the sacred 

calendar was a Persian scholar, Šāh Fatḥullāh Šīrāzī.
9
 His arrival 

to Akbar’s court revived the king design. Then, as Abuʾl-Faẓl 

states, Šīrāzī took as his base the Gūrkānī astronomical tables 

(Zīg ī Uluγ-Bēg), and proposed a “true” solar calendar.
10

  

However, the epoch of the sacred calendar, according to the 

Framān, was the date of the vernal equinox just after the 

accession of the great king Akbar, that is, 1 D. Y. (divine year) 

began on Tuesday 

1556 A. D., March 10 = 28 Rabīʿ II, A.H. 963
11

 

The year begins on the day when the vernal equinox occurs 

before true noon, and will be postponed to the next day if the 

equinox is on or after true noon. The years are considered as 

“natural solar” without intercalation.
12

  About the length of a 

solar day on the ecliptic Abuʾl-Faẓl states thus: The 
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astronomers, for facility of calculation, take the whole period of 

sun’s revolution and divide equally the days there of and 

consider the fractional remainder as the mean of each day, but as 

the duration of the revolution is found to vary, a difference 

between the natural and artificial day arises. The recent Gūrkānī 

tables assume it as 59 minutes, 8 seconds, 19 thirds, 37 fourths 

and 43 fifths.
13

 As we see, Abuʾl-Faẓl gives the exact mean 

length of a solar day reckoned in the tables of Uluγ-Bēg
14

: 

1 d = 0°; 59, 8, 19, 37, 43 

Thus, 1 y = 360° = 365.2425347441…
d
 = 365

d
 5

h
 49

m
 15

s
 = 

365
d
 14

gh
 33

pa
 7

vi
 30

pr
. 

According to Hodīvālā the true solar year is reckoned in the 

Tables of Uluγ-Bēg, which Šāh Fatḥullāh Šīrāzī followed, at 365 

days, 5 hours, 45 minutes and 27 seconds.
15

 Bendrey, following 

Hodīvālā, attributes the same constant to Uluγ-Bēg, whereas he 

thinks that Šīrāzī might have preferred another constant for a 

tropical year. He announces that he has found it in a Sanskrit 

work written by an astrologer named Vedāṅgarāya. As the 

constant given by Vedāṅgarāya does not correspond to the 

above constant attributed by Hodīvāla to Uluγ-Bēg, he 

concludes that the founder of the Ilāhī era might have modified 

the mean constant of Uluγ-Bēg to bring it to the level of the then 
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recently accepted and reformed constant by a religious 

personage like Pope Gregory.
16

 

Indeed Mālajit, who composed in the reign of Šāh-Jahān the 

book Pārasī-Prakāśa (‘Persian light’) and the king granted him 

the title vedāṅgarāya (‘master of astronomy’), has recorded the 

length of the Ilāhī year thus
17

:  

1- 14- 33- 7- 32  

that is, 1 year (or, 365 days), 14 ghaṭī, 33 pala, 7 vipala, 32 

prativipala, or, 365 days, 5 hours, 49 minutes, 15 seconds. 

As we see, the constant given by Vedāṅgarāya is almost the 

same as that which is found in the tables of Uluγ-Bēg. 

The Divine calendar uses a cycle of 12 names for years. The 

twelve years of the cycle have the same names as the twelve 

months of the year: Fravardīn, Urdēbahišt, Xurdād, Tīr, 

Amurdād, Šahrēvar, Mihr, Ābān, Āδar, Day, Bahman, 

Espendārmaδ. We can obtain the n
th

 name of the duodenary 

cycle of names by the function 

Divine cyclic name n = [n]12. 

The solar sacred year consists of twelve months the 

arrangement of which depends on the sun’s course through 

twelve zodiacal signs. The “true” or “natural” solar month is the 

period that the sun remains in one “sign”.
18

 The months 

correspond, grosso modo, to 30° segments of solar longitude, 

with the month starting at i × 30° of solar longitude, i = 0, 1, …, 

11.  Vedāṅgarāya states that: The Turkish dates (lunar months) 

commence with the ending moment of the new Moon (the 

Amānta system); the Arabic (months) commence from the rise 

of the moon (the New Light system); the Ilāhī months 

commence from (each of the 12 equal parts of) the tropical 

longitude of the sun.
19

  

                                                             
16 . Bendrey, 8-9. 

17 . शाके १५६५ तन्मध्य े१५५६ हीन ेकृत ेजात ंरोष ं९ वष षध्रवुः सदवै वाराददः १-१४-३३-७-३२ 
अनने रोष ंगदुित ंजात ं९-१२६-२९७-६३-२८८ षष्ट्या च दादित ंउिदर सप्तावरोष ंजातो वाराददः ४-
१०-५८-७-४८ स्पष्टो ध्रवुः । 

18  

19 . अमातंा तरुकी तारीखाश ् चदं्रोदयत आरबी। 



The names of the 12 months are thus: 

(1)      Fravardīn  

(2)      Urdēbahišt  

(3)      Xurdād  

(4)      Tīr  

(5)      Amurdād  

(6)      Šahrēvar  

(7)      Mihr  

(8)      Ābān  

(9)      Āδar  

(10) Day  

(11) Bahman  

(12) Espendārmaδ  

As regards the beginning of a month, the same rule is valid as 

for the Nōrōz (New Year’s day): If the sun enters a sun before 

true noon, then that day is reckoned as the first day of the new 

month; but if the sun enters at midday or after noon, then that 

day will be included and reckoned as the last day of the current 

month. Vedāṅgarāya clearly exposes this scheme: If the month-

transfer occurs before noon, Then that day is reckoned as gurrah 

(the first day of the new month)
20

; but if the transfer occurs after 

noon, then that day will be salaḫ (the last day of the current 

month)
21

, and the first day of the new month will be the day 

after that.
22

 

Vedāṅgarāya then gives the time at which the apparent 

ecliptic longitude of the sun is 0°, 30°, …, for the Śaka years 

                                                                                                                                                                                              

इलाही सायनाका षच ् च ज्ञयेा ग्रन्थानसुारतः॥ 

20 . Arab.  غراه ‘first light’, first day of the lunar month ; pl.   غرر three first 

days of the lunar month. 
21 . Arab.  سلخ end of the lunar month. See Khayyām: 

 

22 . मासारंभ ेच तहवीलो गरुा ष मासाददमऽेहदन। 
तहवीलश्चदेिनार्ा षत ् प्राक ्तदा गरुा ष त ुतदिन॥े १७ ॥ 
अन्यथा त ुिरदेिहः (िरऽेदि) स्यात ् सलख ् मासादंतम ंददन ं। 



1556 (i. e., Divine year 79 ≈ A. D. 1634) and 1565 (i. e., Divine 

year 88 ≈ A. D. 1643): 

Meṣa Vṛṣa Mithuna Karka Siṃha Kanyā Tulā Vṛścika Dhanus Makara Kumbha Mīna 

2 5 1 4 1 4 0 2 4 5 0 1 

37 15 21 44 10 22 9 24 11 39 5 45 

37 20 27 57 32 50 30 47 15 31 32 40 

30 0 30 30 30 30 0 30 30 0 30 0 

Fr. Urd.  Xur.  Tīr Am. Šahr. Mihr Ābān  Āδar Day  Bah.  Sp.  

6 2 5 1 5 1 4 6 1 2 4 5 

48 26 32 55 21 33 20 35 22 50 16 56 

35 18 25 55 30 48 28 45 13 29 30 38 

37 7 37 37 37 37 7 37 37 7 37 7 

As we see, Vedāṅgarāya gives the astronomical constant for 

each month and for a year thus: 

Sign   Month   Days in solar month 

Aries  Fravardīn  30
d
 37

gh
 42

pa
 30

vi
 (30.6284722

d
) 

Taurus Urdēbahišt 31
d
 6

gh
 7

pa
 30

vi
 (31.1020833

d
) 

Gemini  Xurdād  31
d
 23

gh
 30

pa
 (31.3916667

d
) 

Cancer  Tīr   31
d
 25

gh
 35

pa
 (31.4263889

d
) 

Leo   Amurdād  31
d
 12

gh
 18

pa
 (31.205

d
) 

Virgo  Šahrēvar  30
d
 46

gh
 39

pa
 30

vi
 (30.77763889

d
) 

Libra  Mihr   30
d
 15

gh
 17

pa
 30

vi
 (30.2548611

d
) 

Scorpio  Ābān   29
d
 46

gh
 28

pa
 (29.7744444

d
) 

Sagittarius Āδar   29
d
 28

gh
 15

pa
 30

vi
 (29?4709722

d
) 

Capricornus Day   29
d 
26

gh
 1

pa 
30

vi
 (29.43375

d
) 

Aquarius  Bahman  29
d
 40

gh
 7

pa
 30

vi
 (29.66875

d
) 

Pisces  Spendārmaδ  30
d
 6

gh
 30

pa
 37

vi
 32

pr
 

(30.1085071
d
) 

The length of the solar year 365
d
 14

gh
 33

pa
 7

vi
 32

pr
 

(365.24253487654
d
) 



The months contain 29, 30, 31, or 32 days. Each of the days 

of the month has its individual name: 

(1)           Ormaz(d)  

(2)           Bahman  

(3)           Urdēbahišt  

(4)           Šahrēvar  

(5)           Espendārmaδ  

(6)           Xurdād  

(7)           (A)murdād  

(8)           Day-ba-Āδar  

(9)           Āδar  

(10) Ābān  

(11) X
v
ar  

(12) Māh  

(13) Tīr  

(14) Gōš  

(15) Day-ba-Mihr  

(16) Mihr  

(17) Srōš  

(18) Rašn  

(19) Fravardīn  

(20) Bahrām  

(21) Rām  

(22) Bād  

(23) Day-ba-Dēn  

(24) Dēn  

(25) Ard  

(26) Aštād  

(27) Āsmān  

(28) Zamyād  

(29) Mārespend  

(30) Anērān  

(31) Rōz  

(32) Šab  



By the order of Akbar, fifteen particular festivals (jašn) in the 

year were introduced all corresponding to the Jašn holidays of 

the Perso-Aryans (Zoroastrians). The list of the festivals, in the 

Framān, is as follows
23

: 

1. Nōrōz or the New Year’s Day.
24

 

2. 19
th

 of the divine month Fravardīn (Fravardagān).
25

 

3. 3
rd

 of Urdēbahišt, that is the third day, Urdēbahišt, of the 

second month, Urdēbahišt (Urdēbahišt Jašn).  

4. 6
th

 of Xurdād, that is the 6
th

 day, Xurdād, of the third 

divine month, Xurdād (Xurdād Jašn). 

5. 13
th

 of Tīr, that is the 13
th

 day, Tīr, of the fourth divine 

month, Tīr (Tīragān). 

6. 7
th

 of Amurdād, that is the 7
th

 day, Amurdād, of the fifth 

divine month, Amurdād (Amurdād Jašn). 

7. 4
th

 of Šahrēvar, that is the 4
th

 day, Šahrēvar, of the sixth 

divine month, Šahrēvar (Šahrēvar Jašn). 

8. 16
th

 of Mihr, i.e., the 16
th

 day, Mihr, of the seventh divine 

month, Mihr (Mihragān). 

9. 10
th

 of Ābān, i.e., the 10
th

 day, Ābān, of the eighth divine 

month, Ābān (Ābān Jašn). 

10.  9th
 of Āδar, i.e., the 9

th
 day, Āδar, of the 9

th
 divine 

month, Āδar (Āδaragān).  
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11, 12, 13. 8
th

, 15
th

 and 23
rd

 of Day, i.e., Day-ba-Āδar, Day-

ba-Mihr, and Day-ba-Dēn in the divine month Day (the 

Day-Dādār Jašn). 

14.  2
nd

 of Bahman, i.e., the second day of the eleventh divine 

month, Bahman (Bahmanagān).  

15.  5
th

 of Espendarmaδ, i.e., the 5
th

 day, Spendārmaδ, of the 

twelfth divine month, Spendārmaδ (Spendārmaδ Jašn). 

Example. 

The third chapter of the second volume of the Akbarnāma 

contains an account of the establishment of the new sacred era 

from the accession of King Akbar.
26

 Here it is said that the Era 

took effect from the coming New Year (Nōrōz) which followed 

close upon the accession. The date of Akbar’s accession:  

In a felicitous hour, to wit, near noon of Friday, which was 

according to visibility the second of Rabīʿ ut-Tānī of the lunar 

year 963, but by calculation, the middle of the third of the same 

lunar month, 10
th

 of Espendārmaδ of the Jalālī year 477, 15
th

 of 

the old (Persian) month Tīr of the Yazdegirdī year 925, 14
th

 

Šebāṭ of the Rōmī (Syro-Macedonian) year 1867, that glory of 

his lofty lineage put on his person a golden robe, and on his 

head a dark tiara, and sat with good auspices and prestige on the 

royal throne of kingship and the throne of the imperial dignity.
27

 

Šebāṭ 14, 1867 S. E. = Friday, February 14, 1556 A. D. 

= 3
rd

 of Rabīʿ ut-Tānī, 963 A. H. = Tīr 19, 925 A. Y. 

The vernal equinox was on Tuesday, March 10, at 21
h
: 56

m
 

(= 28
th

 of Rabīʿ II, 963 A. H.). Thus the first day, Ormazd, of the 

first month, Fravardīn, was on Wednesday, march 11, 1556 A. 

D. 

1 Fravardīn, 1 D.Y. = Wednesday, March 11, 1556 A.D. 

Example. 

From the Akbarnāma, about the birth of prince Šāh Murād: 
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In this fortunate year, after the passing of 52 pala of the night 

of Asmān, the 27
th

 of the divine month Xurdād, on Thursday, 3
rd

 

Muḥarram of the Novilunar year 978, 29 Xurdād, 492 Jalālī 

Malikī, corresponding with 17 Ābān 939 of Yazdegird, 
×
7 

Ḥazīrān 1881 Rōmī, under Capricornus according to the Greek 

philosophers, and Sagittarius, according to the Indian sages, a 

noble son appeared in Fatḥpūr. 
28

 

The third sign commences on Friday, 12
th

 May 1570 A.D., 

before midday. Then 

1 Xurdād, 15 D.Y. = May 12, 1570 A.Y. 

7 Ḥazīrān, 1881 S.E. = Wednesday, June 7, 1570 A.D.  

 = 3 Muḥarram, 978 A.H. 

 = 17
th

 (Srōš rōz) of the month Ābān, 939 A.Y. 

 = 27
th

 (Āsmān rōz) of the month Xurdād, 15 D.Y. 

Example. 

The last chapter of the Āyēn ī Akabarī gives an account of the 

Author, Abuʾl-Faẓl. In it he states this that: 

The twenty-seventh, the sight of a grandson. On the night of 

Anērān the 30
th

 day of the divine month Amurdād in the 36
th

 

year of the reign corresponding with Friday, 3
rd

 Du al-Qaʿda 

999, in an auspicious moment, this child of happy destiny 

appeared and the favour of God became manifest.
29

 

The fifth sign commences on Wednesday, 14
th

 July, before 

midday. Then 15
th

 July is reckoned as the first day of Amurdād. 

30
th

 (Anērān rōz) of the month Amurdād = Friday, 13
th

 

August, 1591 A.D. = 3
rd

 Du al-Qaʿda, 999 A.H. 
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Finished with joy on the day of Ohrmazd, in the Divine month of Mihr, in 

the Divine year 459 (Ohrmazd rōz ī Xurdād māh ī sāl 1384 pas az yazdegird/ 

September 23, 2014 A.D., Tuesday). 

 

Raham Asha 

 

 

 

 

 

 


