The Millennium of Yima

According to the Avesta Drvaspa Yast, Yima reigned « for a
thousand years »*. The Four periods of the millennium of Yima are:

First period: 1-300

These three hundred years passed under the royal command of
YimaZ. In this period, Yima was grosso modo a fifteen-year-old man.
“This is the age in which for the first time man has the right to gird the
belt.”® It was Yima who is said to have introduced the wearing of the
(sacred) belt on the waist.* Ahura Mazda asked him to be the reciter
and messenger of the Dagna’, which Yima refused. But he accepted to
be the é)rotector, guardian, and supervisor of (the promotion of) the
world.” Then Ahura Mazda offered him two implements: a sugra, and
an astra adorned with gold.” Av. astra is cognate with Skt. &s¢ra “a
prick or goad for driving cattle’®, and Pers. astar ‘whip; a term used as
a symbol of penance’.” Av. sufra was translated by Pers. siragumand
lit. ‘havin% holes’, and was interpreted as a ga,dumab ‘horn,
trumpet’.” Azi Dahaka also possessed a golden sufra by which he
could attract women or property.** In a parable about the marvellous
effects produced by the application of the bull’s urine, Yima,
following Sraosa’s advice, called Agra Mainyu to his presence by
singing (srod) —in the original story, he would had played on the wind
instrument.*2

Second period: 301-600

1 Cf. Yt 9.10 hazagrom aifr.gamangm, Yt 17.30.
. Cf. Vd 2.8 aatyimai xsaé@rai risato.zima hapjasanta.
.Yt8.14.
‘. Cf.DD 38.21.
. Vd 2.3 moratéd boarataca daenayai . uSmurisn barisn o dén [Kia : hérbedih ud
havistin kuned].

% .Vd 2.5 gaébangm Orataca harataca aifyaxstaca . gehan ray srayisn
[parvarisn], salarih [framan dadan] ped nighah-darisnih [panagih kirdan].

7. Vd 2.6 suprgm (variant sufrgm) zaranaénim astrgmca zaranya.paesim. Cf. the
two implements of Mibra (Yt 10.1/2) arazato.frasnam zaranyo.vara@manom.

8 Cf.RV VI. 53, 9 y4te asra gépasaghrne pasusadhant.

% Pers. astar bar- ‘to endure the whip, i.e. undergo penance’. Cf. VAM 40
mandag 6 radan garzidan, ud astar ud *srosacarangm burden.

10 Cf. VZ 35.25 jim ka-s ped siiragumand 7 *zarren han <> gadumb be
vardenid.

11 Cf. Dk ix M 812 ka-s zan ud x'astag i-§ abayisnig sahist dastan agahih mad,

egis ped saragumand 7 zarren andar meouw (haxtan, or possibly ghaxtan).
12 Cf. Darab Hormazyar’s Rivayat, |, 313.
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At the beginning of this period, Yima, by sugra and astra, made
the earth expand by one-third in size from what it was before.*®

Third period: 601-900

At the beginning of this period, Yima made again the earth expand
by two-thirds in size from what it was before.** The tradition holds
this: In these two periods, Yima withheld from the world cold and
heat, hunger and thirst, old age and destruction.*

Fourth: 901-1000

For the third time, Yima made the earth expand by three-thirds in
size.

Bad winters threatened the corporeal existence. They announced
one harsh and horrible winter.*® Yima decided to build a vara.
According to an Avesta fragment, he made this vara at the end of the
first millennium."

These bad winters came over the corporeal world of life, on
account of a particular sin committed by Yima. A Gabic statement has
inspired the later tradition to condemn Yima for having introduced the
practice of eating the meat of the sacrificial animal.*® According to the
Zamyad Yast, when Yima lied, the Fortune (x'aranah-) went away
from him in the form of a bird of prey.'® After that he fled, in company
of his sister Yimi, from the assembly of Dahaka to a secret place in a
lake.”® Dahaka found their hideout. Yima was in flight for a hundred
years.?! At the end of this period, Yima hid himself in the trunk of a
tree. Dahaka ordered to saw the tree and set fire to it. Yima died.?

13 cf. vd2.10-11.
14 cf. vd 2.14-15.

> Cf. vd 2.5, Yt 9.10.

Aog. 94-5 Pers. jim ... <ké&> 616 sal ud 6 mah ud 16 roz en gehan amarg ud
azarman ud asayisn ud apedyarag (/ apuyisn) fraz dAst. Dk vii M 595 jimsed 7
vivanghanan ... pedis fraxenid valéenid vaxsenid géhan, ud vinard, ped peyman oz,
dam amarg ud azarman asoyisn apuyisn. DK ix M 819 jim abaz dast estad az gehan
24-6 az huramag jimsed 1 vivanghana sud én bid ki-§ 600 sal amargih ped hamoyén
dam ud dahisn 7 dadar ohrmazd bé vinard, adard azarman kird hend. Mah 1
Fravardin R6z 1 Hurdad 9 mah 7 fravardin roz 7 hurdad jim géhan abéemarg
abézarman kird.

o, cf.vd2.22.

7 vd 2.19 Z paoiryehe pascacta hazayra.zimahe *0parasé asom (Barth. *as)

yimo <varom> Karanaot.

18 Y 32.8 yimascirys masyang cixsnuso ahmakang gaus baga x'aromnd: jim ...
ke-s 6 mardoman casid kit amagan gost ped bazisn x'ared. Cf. also Dk ix M 838.

19 Cf. Yt 19.30-36.

%0 Cf.RP 8el.

2L Cf. Bd 238.

22 Cf. Darab H. R. 11, 208-10. Cf. also Barani, Vestiges, V1. 40:
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According to a different tradition preserved in the Zand, at the
beginning of the fourth millennium (i.e., the first millennium in the
Mixture), when Agra Manyu rushed, existed Gaya Marstan and Gao
(Primal Man and Primal Cow), and this millennium stretched to the
end of the reign of Yima®;

Gaya Marotan 1-30

Till the “birth” of Masya and Masyani 31-70

Till they married 71-120

Till their “death” 121-170
Or: Till Haosyanha came to full age* 121-213.5
Haosyanha 214.5-253.5
Taxma Urupi 254.5-283.5

Yima: till the time when the Fortune departed from him  284.5-900
from his flight till the time when the Dagva sawed him 901-1000

Raham Asha

2 Cf. Bd, ch. 33, ch. 36; Berani, Vestiges, VI, 40-45.

2 Bd 105-6 u-5an harv ek ped 50 salag frazend azis bé bid, X'ad ped 100 sal bé
murd hend. But, Bd 238-239 says that: 50 sal han baved ka-San zanth ud $6yih né
biid; 93 sal ud sas mah agenin zan ud 50y bid hend, da han <t ka> hosang o
purndyih mad.
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