From the Book of the Crown (Kitab al-Taj)

We find an account about the offering of presents on the days of the festivals of
Mihragan and Nogroz in the Book of the Crown, written by a Persian scribe of the
8" century® (but falsely attributed to Jahiz). It is based on a Parsig text of the
Sasanian times. In it we read that: The feast of N6groz marks the summer solstice,
and the feast of Mihragan the winter solstice.

Here is the Arabic text? and its rendering into Parsig:
dasniha 1 mihragan ud nogroz

ped mihragan ud nogroz sazed o isxan dasn fraz burden, c€ € do do
avam 1 sal daxsagenend. mihragan nimayed abarrasisnih 1 zimestan ud
avam 1 sard; ud nogroz niveyened frazayisnih 1 (hamin ud) avam 1
garm. bé nogroz ray kar ud dadestan andcand ast T mihragan ray nest,
€don con pediriftarih kirdan 1 sal, ud visadan 1 harag, ud gumardan 1
kirdaran, ud guhrig kirdan, ud zadan 1 drahm ud dénar, ud pakizag
kirdan T aduran, ud pesSixtan 1 ab, ud parag yastan, ud bun abgandan 1
xan ud man, ud abarig 1 az €n $0n. &d ray nogroz abar az mihragan.

sazed ki1 i8xan dasn staned az vaspuhran ud amaragan. u-s§an évén
&d kii harv kas han x"astag 1x"e$ fraz bared 1-§ ve&s$ dosed ka-§ gah
abarig baved. ka musk dosSed musk fraz bared ud né ant tis; ud ka
ambar doSed, ambar fraz bared; ud ka peymozan ud jamagdar,
peymog ud vastarg fraz bared; ud ka mard-€ ast andar gurdan ud
asvaran, ped &veén asp fraz bared ayab nézag ayab Samser; ud ka
kamandar, ped &vén tigr (ud kantigr) fraz bared; ud ka x"astagumand,
ped évén zarr ayab asém fraz bared; ud ka €k az kirdaran 1 i§xan, u-§
mandag 1 parsal pardaxtan abayed, mandag gird kirdan ud andar
hamban 1 parniyan cinig kirdan ped bann T asémén ud vannag 1
abrésumén ud muhr T ambarén, a-§ avi§ fréstidan. andar kirdaran oy ké
kamed x"ad ped hunar 1-§ hu-uzénagih peyrastan ayab ped hunar 1-§
hu-kirdarth ayab t6zi$n 1-§ zén, €don hame kuned.

srodbar srod fraz bared, ud soxangar soxan, ud hamniSast dasn gran
ud né-didag ud zeryon 1 nogbar.

bantigan 1 i$xan ud peristaran 1 0y 0 i$xan han fraz barisn 1-§ v&s
dosend u-s$ vehdar darend —han con azabar abar mardan guft. zan-&

1 Or, as Pellat states : « Et ¢’est 13, semble-t-il, qu’on devine la main d’un
Persan arabisé. » Ch. Pellat, Le livre de la couronne, ouvrage attribué a Gahiz,
Paris, 1954, 12.
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arzog ast ud pedis ramisnig baved, &g-i$ ped bavandag didisn ud
abardum peyrayag ud pahlum brahmag avis fraz barisn. ka €don
kuned, sazed kii-§ x'addy andar baniigan frazdar dared, u-§ gah
vaspuhragan dahed, u-§ burzi$n abzayed, cé x"aday abayed danistan
ki (han zan x'aday ray) az x"ad vidast, u-§ baxt han 1 pedi§ x"estan rad
né, u-§ ped radih dad han 1 bé andak zanan enya ped kam n€ dahend.

darigan ud vaspuhran ka dasn 6 isxan fraz barend vahag-isan ped
peyman arzenend. ka dasn cand arz bévar vahag arzed ped divan 1
vaspuhragan nibégenend. ud agar x'&sdar (1 han dasn) ray casm o
ayaft baved, ayab ped pay 1 siid burdan baved, pas agar-s o x"astag
niyaz oftad han 1 ka-§ pedyarag-¢ b jahed, ayab ka-§ (xan ud man-g)
distan ped dast gired, ayab ka-§ kamad sar-¢ virastan, ayab ka-$
abayad myazd 1 kadagx adayih 1 pusar 1 x"eS rayénidan ayan duxt 1
vayiidag 0 (man 1) $0y vazénidan, &g x"astag 1 0y ped divan andar
nigerand —kas gumard €sted k& &n ud havand hamag vizurd (nib&sed
ud) dared —; pas agar vahag 1 daSn bévar arzed, a do bévar 6 Oy bé
dahend kii da ped kar 1-§ niyaz zaned.

ka mard-¢ tigr-¢ fraz burd bud, ayab drahm-¢, ayab seb-¢, ayab
vadrang-€, ud &-z ray fraz burd bud c&-s ped divan nibigénid had ud
i$xan agahenid had rdz-¢ ray ka-§ pedyarag-€ jast baved. pas x'aday
abayed frayadenidan, agar Oy asvar, ayab darig, ayab viyaxan, 2 0
x'aday peygam barend kii 0y ray andar divan tigr-€ ast ayab drahm-¢
ayab vadrang-€ ayab seb-¢. x'aday framayed han vadrang abar griftan
u-§ ped dénar virastag agandan u-§ 0 Oy fréstidan; hame&don 6 sebdar
ham cand (framayed dadan) kii 6 vadrangdar. bé tigrdar ray tigr az
ganz bé avurdan —ud abar han 1 tigr nam 1 0y —, ud tigr abar zamig
nisastan, u-§ kanar jamagiha 1 i§xan ud abarig peymog cidan. ud ka ul
ayend da drust o teg 1 tigr, €g-i§ x'é3dar fraz x'andan, ud jamagiha
hamag 6 Oy dadan.

ke ped ndogroz ud mihragan dasn 6 i$xan fraz bared, x"ard ayab
stabr, vas ayab andak, ud az i$xan tis-iz padasn n€ vinded, c€ ped
carag kirdan 1 anagth, c€ ped varzidan 1 frézvanth, abayed kii 0 divan 1
i$xan $aved ud x"ad ayaséned vistar né biidan ped zindag dastan 1 &vén
ud peyvann T dad (ud dén) dastan. ud agar vistar baved ped jastag,
ayab hiled ped nigeri$n, a ped €vén 1 $ah rozig 1 0y Sas§ mah bé zinend
ud 0 duSmen 10y b& dahend —agar 0y ray duSmen-¢€ bed —, kii
hambun-z vizend 6 $§ah ma rasad, né-z tabahth andar Sahriyarth.

ardasér 1 pabagan ud vahram gor ud (husrd) anoservan framiid ped
mihragan ud ndgroz harv peymog 1 andar ganz bé avurdan, ud hamag



andar nazdikan 1 §ah ud vaspuhragan baxtan aniz andar abarig
mardoman pedisay ce-$an payag.

u-san guft kii: ped zimestan $ah az jamag 1 haminig abéniyaz, ud
ped hamin az jamag 1 zimestanig. ud peymdg andar ganz nihuftan né
x&ém 1 x"'adayan, agar né ped kuni$n havand 1 amaragan bavend.

ped r6z 1 mihragan (iSxan) jamag 1 ndg peymozed kirdag az xaz ud
vasig ud vaftag do-pid (ped tar 1 abréSum ud piid 1 nax). pas jamagiha
1 haminig baxSed con azabar ayad kird.

ka roz 1 ndogroz baved, jamag 1 sabuk ud namrag peymozed, ud
framayed jamagtha 1 zimestanig baxtan.
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