MapRun guidelines for SWOC
The following is a guide to setting up a MapRun event for the first Time.
SWOC uses MapRun for a series of score events once a month between September and April. They start at 7pm and typically have a 1 hour time limit although this is sometimes shortened to 45 minutes if it precedes the club AGM or some other function.
It usually takes place on the third Wednesday of every month.
Andy Firth andyfirth_82@hotmail.com is currently the winter MapRun series co-ordinator and will advise on suitable areas for each event. 
Once a rough location has been confirmed then the planner will need to identify somewhere for parking as well as a pub of the night for post event discussion and drinks. 
The next thing to do is to generate a map of the area you intend to use for the event. This is done using the software OpenOrienteeringMap https://oomap.dna-software.co.uk
Keep the default settings of Street-O, Lidar(5m) contours, 1:10,000 scale and A4. Choose portrait or landscape to best fit the area you plan to use. Zoom in until you see the area required. Click on the map to centre on a specific location. If your then zoom out slightly you will see the area covered by the map. If you want to alter the map centre drag the blue dot to a new position. On the right hand side change the text OpenOrienteeringMap to something more meaningful for the event location. Also go into rendering options on the top right and uncheck the show walls option (see example below).
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It is possible to add the start and finish along with the controls at this point, but I prefer to do this a different way. This is mainly down to my familiarity with Purple Pen and also not being able to adjust the control number locations on the map in OpenOrienteeringMap.
Once you have done everything suggested as above you can get a base map with the Save & get PDF map option at the top right. It will download a file with the name oom_MapId.pdf to your PC with a MapId value at the bottom right hand corner of the map. Save this to a folder of your choice. You will also need a KMZ file for MapRun so generate this as well and save it in the same folder. It will have the same filename as the pdf file but with a kmz suffix instead. If you ever need to reload this map you can use this Map Id in the box at the top right and it will restore this saved version. If there are further features that might make the map difficult to use, then there are further options which can be unchecked from within the rendering options section.
I then do the majority of the work using the free software Purple Pen. https://purple-pen.org
It is primarily a windows application but there are instructions for running the software on a Mac or Linux machine if necessary.
Once you have installed and opened Purple Pen click on create a new event and give the event a title relating to the event location you chose earlier. Choose the pdf generated by OpenOrienteeringMap as your map file. Set the map scale and default printing scale to 1:10,000. Set the page size to A4 either portrait or landscape to match your base map. Set the event file in the same folder as the map file for convenience. Don’t worry about the IOF standards the defaults will be fine. You should now see the Purple Pen window open showing your base map.
Click on course and then add course. Change the course type from normal to score and call the course Score. To add start, finish and controls you plan to use click on the relevant item at the top of the screen and drag to the required place on the map. Set the controls sites so that someone is unlikely to be able to visit all of them within the allocated time. The control numbers will need to be adjusted to match the standard used for the SWOC MapRuns where controls 1-10 score 10 points 11-20 score 20 points and 21-30 score 30 points. To change a control number, click on the control number from within either the All Controls or Score panels on the left hand side and type in the new value required. If you want to show the location of the pub I use the water location from within the add special item section and drag to the appropriate place. The other things you will need to add are textual. These are the event registration number which can be found from the British Orienteering website under the details section for the event as well as your contact number in case of emergency. To add these go to text within the add special items section and type in the relevant details. This can be dragged to the required place and resized as appropriate. Finally zoom in using the score course to check the circles are centred on the score course and adjust the control numbers where necessary to minimise any detail they might obscure.
At this point or prior to creating the controls you will need to make site visits to ensure you are happy with the controls and the possible routes between them. Bear in mind that gates can be open during the day and shut at night. Also avoid having the finish in such location that people might inadvertently run past it before they have completed their course.
Once you are happy then you can proceed with the next step. 
The Purple Pen file can then be used along with the KMZ file created earlier in the MapRun utility MapRun Console https://console.maprun.net/#/event_create_files
Click on Choose Map File to add the location of the KMZ file. Click on Import a file and then choose n Purple Pen to add the course file. Reorder the list of controls generated to ensure that the first one is S1 and the last one is F1. The order of the controls in between is immaterial.
When you have done this you will see the base map along with the controls you have created in Purple Pen on screen. If you zoom in and drag the opacity slider to the left you will see a satellite view of the map with the controls highlighted. Zoom in far enough and it is likely that the positioning is out by a few metres due to the limitations of OpenOrienteeringMap and Purple Pen. At this point you will need to adjust them to be in the final position so that they are fully geo referenced. Right click on each control in turn (including the start and finish) and then click on move. This will allow you to move the control as required. Don’t worry if the control numbers obscure information on the map. This process is used to ensure that each control is accurately positioned when it comes to the event. The file from Purple Pen is the one being used to print the maps. Once this is completed you can then click on save/download course KML button. It will ask you for the course filename. Choose something straightforward which will enable the competitor to locate the event easily such as St Mellons 2026.
Check sites. Once you have got this far you might want to test out the event as if you were competing. There is a function which is part of the MapRun Console which allows you to do that. https://console.maprun.net/#/check_sites_create You will need the kml file and optionally the kmz file you have previously created. I would also print off a copy of the course from the file, print courses option within Purple Pen to use when you run the course. The utility provides you with a 6 digit code to access the event from within the MapRun app. Follow the instructions as above. Once you have the 6 digit code go the MapRun app click on the 3 vertical bars at the top right and then on CheckSites where it will take you to a screen to enter the 6 digit code. Once this is done you can run the event as normal.
Having satisfied yourself that you are happy with everything then the event files need to be sent to the SWOC MapRun administrator for event publishing. They just need the KMZ and KML files. Also let them know whether the event time limit is 60 or 45 minutes. The current administrator is Nick Dallimore nick@dallimore.org.uk  The administrator will provide a pin code that can be used by the competitors if you want to allow people to access the map on their phone prior to the start time.
Lastly you will need to get the maps printed. Typically we get around 50 entries for each event. If you check on Fabian4 you can see the number of people that entered each previous event. Map printing needs to be done on a laser printer and if not on waterproof paper, then you will need plastic bags. Mark Saunders the club equipment officer markandalice@btinternet.com has a supply of these.
It is not essential to use an printer who specialise in orienteering maps on waterproof paper but if you go down that road we typically use BML jack@bmlprint.co.uk 01252 412715. Alternatively choose a printing company that is convenient for you. If you decide to use BML they will need the base map along with the Purple Pen file. However if you use a normal printing company you will need to create a pdf of the event using the file, create PDFs then course options from within Purple Pen.
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