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About Anooshe - Introduction 

I live in Australia and I am based in Canberra

I have been working in the Information Technology, 

cybersecurity and IT security space for the past 17 years

I have managed projects for Department of Defence, 

Federal Government, Intelligence and National security 

I have presented at several national security conferences 

and published regularly in Australian media. My focus has 

been social media extremism and countering violent 

extremism 

Website: https://raqibtaskforce.com/
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Defence and Security Circle (DSC) of the National Liberal Club
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 

I would like to thank Noel Hadjimichael, 
the Defence and Security Circle of the 
National Liberal Club for inviting me to 
present on the impact of misinformation 
which circulates in social media and 
media platforms  

I would also like to acknowledge and 
thank the Public Diplomacy Division of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) for funding DSC to conduct a 
number of events on the title 

"Focus on Fake".
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Social Media 
use in Asian 
communities

I am going to refer to the John Oliver 

show I watched recently on 

misinformation. 

Pakistani parents 

2005 – don’t believe everything you 

see on the internet – be careful 

2021 – I saw this on Facebook so it 

has to be true 
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Cyber Space

Social media platforms 
provides entertaining and funny 
information but it is also loaded 
with toxic rhetoric and hate 
speech posts. 

We live in a digital world and 
we are connected via various 
mediums 

It is important that we educate 
our youth so they understand 
the vulnerabilities on social 
media 
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Hate breeds Hate 
Toxic news has 
marginalising 
communities 

In 2015 when the CVE policies 
were developed – The focus was 
Islamist extremism and terrorism 

Australian Government and media 
alike, have poured extreme focus 
on the Islamic terrorist.  The voice 
of the ordinary Muslim has been 
muffled, and their identity blurred 
into a mirage of extremism. 

Due to these CVE policies focused 
on Muslims, now we are seeing the 
rise of Right Wing Extremism 
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Pauline Hanson's burqa ban stunt

Year 2017 - One Nation Senator Hanson walked into Senate 

dressed in the Islamic garment and called for a "burqa ban". 

Misinformation about the burqa. There is confusion in the western 

world about hijab, burqa, head scarf or many other head covers 

which  Muslim women wear. The type of head cover is dependent 

on various Islamic cultures.

The burqa which Senator Hanson wore is actually called the 

shuttlecock burqa. It is worn in some parts of Pakistan and 

Afghanistan. 

There's other types head covers that are referred to as being 

niqab/hijab in parts of the Arab world.

So what was a impact of this Hanson’s stunt? Major impact was 

marginalisation of Muslim women. 
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Fake news is not a new phenomenon 
My article The Trap of us and them – how media is creating Australia’s greatest national 

security threat was published in 2016. They key message in this article is that divisive 

rhetoric is toxic and dangerous. When we create division this feeds into the terrorist's 

narrative or criminal's narrative. 
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Thank you 
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