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| began this journey in December 2020, during the quiet Margazhi season of the
pandemic. With the world behind closed doors, | turned to online videos as a way
of keeping our traditions alive. Each program carried the spirit of a festival—artists
performing music and dance, a voice to weave the story together, three to five
offerings bound into one. The response was overwhelming. What started as a
single video soon became nearly twenty, stretching from Margazhi through
Janmashtami, Shankara Jayanthi, International Yoga Day, Rath Yatra, Independence
Day, Guru Purnima, Navaratri, and Diwali. These were my way of keeping the flame
of Indian culture burning bright, even in a time of distance.

~ Sakambari Venkataraman

When the world slowly opened again, | knew it was time to carry my mother’s
vision beyond the screen. Together with my mother, Kumar Ramamoorthy ji,
Venkatesh Sivasubramaniam ji, Seshadri Amarapuram ji, Brindarica Bose ji, Priya
Apte ji, and Chidambaram Narayanan ji, we founded SIFAA on 25 November 2021.
What began with a small launch in March 2022—featuring twenty artists—quickly
grew into a thriving community. By mid-2025, we had brought to life thirty-six
events, each a celebration where people could gather, share, and rejoice in Indian
culture here in Europe.

For us, SIFAA is more than an organization. It is a bridge: between India and
Europe, tradition and modernity, solitude and community. Our Margazhi and
festival programs have become beacons outside India, glowing with the same
spirit of Chennai’s sabhas, yet rooted in new soil. We believe the arts are not just
performance, but a path to peace, harmony, and human connection. And it is our
joy to carry that path forward.
~ Aniruddhan Balakrishnan
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Committee (incl. former)
Aniruddhan Balakrishnan — President, Committee Member & Founding Member
Sakambari Venkataraman — Secretary & Operations, Committee Member & Founding Member
Seshadri Amarapuram — Treasurer, Committee Member & Founding Member
Kumar Ramamoorthy — Branding, Committee Member & Founding Member
Dr. Venkatesh Sivasubramaniam — Former Committee Member (Digital Media, Photography) & Founding Member
(With gratitude to their families for their constant support)

Core Team & Key Contributors

Balakrishnan — All-round support
Priya Apte — Overall support & Founding Member

Srinath, Samvidha - Blog contributions
Annapurna, Kushboo, Raghavasimhan, Jasmine, Vishwa, Rajani, Divya, Aruna — Event support
Kavitha, Madhuri, Snehal — Margazhi support and coordination
Shafalica - Holi support
Raji & Sriram — Travel support
Banu Balaji - Photography
Vibha - Kolam
Shiva Anna - Sound, Video & Photography
Chidambaram Narayanan — General support & Founding Member

Brindarica Bose - Art support & Founding Member

Cultural & Festival Partners
Vijaya — My Passionate Kitchen food
Monica Bharadwaj, Swati Arora — Event stalls
Kirti Malini, Ranjani, Tasneem, Priyanka, Sudha, Valli, Priti, Sharmishta, Sindhuja — Food & cultural stalls
Prajakta Patil - Cooking stall
Vantika, Prasanthi, Glamzonic, Pooja, Bhagya, Rituparna, Moushree, Miti Shah, Neera Mallick, Dheepa Geneva, Vennela -

Clothing, jewelry & sarees

Harry, Prerna, Tina — Henna

Performing Arts - Dance
Smt. Purnima, Smt. Uthra Kalyan, Smt. Veena Steiner, Smt. Swati Gaikwad, Smt. Stuti Aga, Smt. Gayathri Muthukrishnan,
Smt. Krithika Natarajan, Smt. Pranitha Kamat

Performing Arts — Music
Smt. Uma Kumar, Smt. Girija, Shri Srinidhi, Smt. Sivani Saraswatula, Shri Nerujan Sehasothy, Shri Manu Rao, Shri Manoj
Padmanabhan

Magazine Support
Samvidha, Sai Charan, Ankitha

Cover: Sathya Sadhu, Zurich
Event pictures: Dr. Venkatesh Sivasubramaniam, Banu Balaji, Sathya Sadhu

We acknowledge the use of digital tools in creating this magazine: ChatGPT for grammar support, and DeepL for
t translation accuracy. Interviewees kindly consented to the use of their words and quotes. Images were either shared
directly by them or sourced from their publicly available social media.

We sincerely apologise if any names have been missed. SIFAA is a collective effort, and none of this would have been
possible without the support, love, and contributions of so many in our community. All thanks to God, all our work is an
offering to the Divine. Om Tat Sat Shivarpanamastu.
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FROM NEW DELHI TO BERN:
HOW ART CONNECTS THE INDIAN DIASPORA

BY ANOUSHKA SINGH KUSWAHA

For H.E. Mridul Kumar, Ambassador of India to Switzerland, diplomacy is as
much about dance, music, and cinema as it is about trade or policy. “The
Indian community are our real ambassadors,” he says. “We come and go as
diplomats, but they are the ones who remain here and celebrate their
Indianness, their Indian arts and ethos.”

Buy the SIFAA Magazine to read on:
www.sifaa.ch /magazine /001-threads-of-india
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MARCH 2022: LAUNCH EVENT

Buy the SIFAA Magazine to read on:
www.sifaa.ch /magazine /001-threads-of-india




