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Dear Class 2008,

Congratulations! On behalf of the faculty, administration and staff of The New England College of 
Optometry, it is my honor to welcome you as the newest members of the profession of optometry.

Each of you has worked extremely hard to get where you are today and you have earned every 
accolade that comes your way. You have made personal and financial sacrifices to study at our College 
and you have met every challenge. You are now well-trained doctors with the skills, knowledge and 
dedication required to provide outstanding health care for your patients.

You now join more than 3,500 other distinguished optometrists who are alumni of this wonderful 
institution and have formed lifelong relationships with The New England College of Optometry. We now 
welcome you as alumni and hope and trust that you will always consider us your professional home.

May your future be filled with happiness and success.

Elizabeth Chen 
President



Congratulations & Good Luck
Class of 2008

yearbook Committee
Julie DeVita 

Sandy Duckworth 
Wendy Kok 
Scott Lake 

Mervet Nanouh 
Mona Souferian 

Dominique Vienneau



Graduating Glass

piarteMi-Kine
Urt iversity o f Waterloo

Tombeau Bay, Mauritius
New York University 

is, NY
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Tahmina Arieb O.D. 
University o f  Toronto

i O.

Toronto, ON

Poonam Bhdfta O.D,
Univ. o f Auckland, New Zealand 

Dallas, TX ,

Jennifer Boggie O.D. 
Appalachian State University 

Raleigh, NC



Darina Celiku O.D. 
University of Hartford 

Salem, MA

Yihong Cai O.D,'Lesley Bursey O.D.
Bre&hr&ai Unix* txf Newfoundland 

Lower Island iCave, NFL ,

Brandeis University 
Belmont, MAversity cf Tennessee, Knoxville 

Jhompson Station, TN

ng-Hee Choi O.D. 
Smith College 

Alpine, NJ

Jamie Cha O.D.
University vf Toronto, McMustet Ui 

HID ersuy ,
- Caledonia, ON
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Vanessa Conenna O.D. 
PapO Univtfmty 

Brooklyn, NY

Kristin Allison Colonmi O.D. 
Creighton University 

Chicago, IL

Talk

Sara DayoiiO.D. I 
St. Joseph's College of Maine, Stattdish

Rumford, ME

Olivia Do O.D. 
McGill UniWrtfM

Mirjana. 
University o f'

(GO BADGERS!!!) 
Countryside, IL ,

Crane, St. Barbados



Jazmintha Ellaurie O.D. 
Urinersity o f  Waterloo 

St. Paul, ABUniversity

Justin Epstein OJ).
o f Wate rloo Valenoa Medicine Sclwol 

Rio De Janeiro, Brazil

Noemi Guemes O.D. 
University ofl'aflodofid - 
I Boston de Optvmetffo Madrid 

Burgos, Spain

Robert Groves (J.D. 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Aierri,rnackt



Veronica HormMaO.D. 
Florida International University 

Miami, FL

Sunni Leigh Houston O.D. 
Washington College 

Monkton, MD

Ryan Hdllingsworth O.D. 
West tkxas A&M University 

Amarillo, TX

Margaret Cyr Jahm^^,eg 
E. Stroudsburg State$gjggSsm

Kit Tung Ip O.D. 
University o f Waterloo 

Richmond Hill, ON
Cornell Univ., Unfa, v f  

Randolph, MA

Manpreet KalSiO. D, Stephen Kang O.D.
Catawba 
Spartanburg,RArcadia, CA





Mm Weidong Li 0 D. Lha&tas Little O.D 
Tufts University 

Delmar, NY

Janette Liu Od). 
Ertiory UHtWrsity 

Omaliai MSU;

Kim Lucik O.D. 
Michigan State University 

Goodrich, MI ■ Lowell, MA ' 11" fi

Bernadette Lynbh O.D. 

Acton, MA

Grace Lyt{e'O.j^0 ^ ,  
Northeastern University 

RriS1 9 H
Rebecca Mdida O. D. 

University o f Michigan 
Belmont, MA
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C.tmriice Robinson O.D,g|^n3|EfiR̂
Randolph, M E

Aparna Raghuram O.D. 
University o f Missouri, St.Lo&is 

Boston, MA
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R im  Singh O.D, 
University o f Alberta 

l:dmoiubn$\B

Kevin Sjodahl O.D.
Cal PolyJ San Luis Obispo 

Pleasanton, CA
H H i

Suzanne Rosenberg O. D. 

Stoughton, MA

AmEm Rowse O.D.
Univ< o f  Massachusetts, Amherst 

Dartmouth, MA

Ranjot Sandhufb.j 
California State Univ., Sac 

Sacramento, CA



Ryan Stybei O.D. 
Michigan State University 

West Bloomfield, Ml

dona Sotfiifim^-D. 
tony Brook University 

Great Meek MX
Univ. o f California, Riverside 

FremontE CA

ina, Wilmington
University o/Wi,

Gc&tien Grove, CA
u n H

Jessy Vaidhyan O.D. 

Mississauga, OM

LmhTrang O.D,
Univ. o f Massachusetts, Amher: 

Worcester, MA SB
Mimi Tran O.D.

Garden Grove, CA



Viktoriya Vilkomir O.D, 
Boston University \ .  

Needham, MA

Hessam Vaziri O.D. 
Tehran Azad Medical School 

Boston. MA

Dominique Vienneau 
UnM. o f  Victoria/Trent Univ. 

; Gananoque, ON

California State Univ. San Marcos 
TemecMa, CA

Christopher H

Micliael Maje 
Diiy Pham
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The Sources of...



Whose words will 
YOU remember 
10.. 20...30 years 
down the line...?
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THE GROUP
Students: Seung-Hee Choi, Jasmintha Ellaurie, Elizabeth Garland, 

Kit Tung Ip, Amanda Jimenez (President-elect), Emily Kachinsky, 
Stephen Kang, Aaron Law, Meng Lee, Kalli Leung, Alexis 

Malkin, Rebecca Maida, Andrea Murphy (President), Rina Singh, 
Kevin Sjodahl, Kyla Smith, Mimi Tran, and Dominique Vienneau 

Doctors: Dr. Bina Patel (Faculty Advisor), Dr. Jason Chin,
and Dr. Michael Ruby, 

Translators: Ms. Kristen Hock & Ms. Cara Livermore 
Assisted by: Dr. Ana Celia Carrero, a general practitioner and 

project coordinator for the BRA, and Naira Arellano, a student
volunteer for the BRA

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC VOSH

A number of challenging clinical cases were 
encountered throughout the course of the week, 

including advanced cataracts, pathological 
myopia, beginning to end-stage glaucoma, 

hypertensive & diabetic retinopathy, macular 
degeneration, dry eye, pterygia, comeal 

ulcers/scars from ocular trauma, to name a few, 
and even interesting systemic disorders such as

Marfans syndrome.

Many thanks go 
out to our 
wonderful 

leaders, Andrea 
Murphy and Dr.

Patel, without 
whom we never 
could have done 
it! Thanks for a 
 great trip!

March 2007
THE TRIP 

Location: province of San 
Pedro de Macoris, 

Dominican Republic 
Dates: March 10th-19th

We were lucky enough to have 
Ulrick Gaillard, Founder of the 

BRA and Maria Virtudes Berroa, 
help us to arrange our clinic site, as 
well as in-country accommodation, 

and transportation.

The BRA is a non-profit 
organization established 10 years 

ago to help extinguish the inequities 
in healthcare and education present 
in the Bateyes of the DR, where the 

residents are Haitian in origin and 
the poorest people living in the DR.
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VOSH
; continued

We gave out stickers to the local 
children. This simple gift of a 
sticker would brighten up their 
day.

In addition, as a thank-you from the BRA, we 
enjoyed a day trip to the capital of the 
Dominican Republic, Santo Domingo.We examined nearly 1000 

patients from the bateyes of 
(Mata Palacio, Morquecho, Casa 
Colorada, Magua, Monte Coca, 

[consuelo, Hato Mayor, and Las
Pajas.

We dispensed 
non-prescription 
sunglasses and 
artificial tears to 
nearly every 
patient as well as 
prescription 
glasses to those 
requiring 
refractive 
correction. These 
included single 
vision and/or 
bifocal spectacles 
for myopia, 
hyperopia, 
astigmatism, and 
presbyopiatotaling 
nearly 2200 pairs 
of sunglasses and 
glasses dispensed 
for the week!

Following our last day of clinic, a 
wonderful meal of authentic 

Dominican cuisine was prepared 
for us- consisting of goat, fish, 

chicken, rice & beans and yucca.

Each member was honored with 
a certificate of recognition for our 
hard work throughout the week 
and dedication to patient care. We 
even got to salsa with some of the 
locals!

And of course, we got a little 
down time as well to spend on 

the beach....



THERE WERE GOOD TIMES,
AND BAD TIMES WE

LAUGHED, AND WE 
CRIED.... FRIENDSHIPS 

WERE MADE AND
BROKEN AND THEN

MADE AGAIN.

WE WALKED ON OUR 
HANDS TILL OUR PALMS 

WERE CRACKED, WE RAN 
AROUND THAT BASEBALL 

DIAMOND UNTIL OUR 
SHOES WORE OUT, WE 

CARRIED EGGS ON 
SPOONS, AND WE THREW 
FRISBEE AFTER FRISBEE

AFTER FRISBEE......
WE DID IT ALL THAT DAY.

'LET OTHERS CHEER THE WINNER, THERE'S ANOTHER 
HOLD WORTHWHILE. IT IS THE ONE THAT DOES TH 

BEST THEY CAN, AND LOSES WITH A SMILE. BEATE] 
THEY MAY BE, BUT NOT TO STAY, DOWN WITH TH 

RANK AND FILE. FOR THEY SHALL WIN ANOTHER DAI
WHO LOSES WITH A SMILE 

-UNKNOWN
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"Damn Mosquito!!
It was a warm sunny day in Septembenof 2006, the second term of ou ith ird  year at NECOAfter 
spending the morning in class, Milly agreed to go for a walk along the Gharles River with her little 
brother Meng-a-Ling. As our main protagonist was lending her ears an<p counseling skills to the boy] 
with the ever-corvstant girl troubles, 'little dill tbey know that this walk would change Milly's life ( 
forever

Milly's sharp New Yorker sense unexpectedly picked up a sense of foreboding but she shrugged of] 
her paranoia, rearranged the position of her backpack, and carried on walking. Suddenly, the 
clouds moved in and the skies darkened] and all of a*sudden Milly knew she would have to be 
ready for a fight. "Its a shape-shifter!I! Run! Take cover! Ill hold it off while I can!" shouted Milly to 
Meng In the distance, charged particles in the air began to as^emole to form som ^nd is tinc t shape 
She fished in her pocket and pulled out the two loose plus trial lenses that] she carried always 
around "just in case and" held them up to form a makeshift Jelescope. In spite of the inverted 
image, she could tell it was rpoving quickly. She quickly doub l^checked the clasp on her favourite] 
Mickey Mouse watch and assumed a fight stance.
■m * w rew fcA v ijq ~
The rumbling sound got closer and closer until finally, the  dust settled and who should emerge but j 
Voldemort himself! "Give me the ssssstudent body pressssident" he hissed. To which wlilly retorted 
in her blunt no-nonsense kind of way: "You'll have to pass by me first you ugly (bleepity) monster o 
a (bloopyfshadow of a wizard!" "Very well what shall it b e l  1. Rock-Paper-^cissors or 2. T ic-Tac-^ 
Toe? Better one, or better two?" And there began the most epic.battle of Rock-Paper-Scissors that 
you ever did see, Neither would go down without a fight and an eerie silence weighed over the $ 
Esplanade as the two opponents stared into the depths of the others' eyes. By the_end of the three 
round Contest, Milly had bested the most evil wizard that ever existed. But Voldemort, ever being 
the sore loser and never accepting defeat (even if itw a jf fair and square, which it was), transfigured 
into a tiny little mosquito. As Milly headed backjto NECO to find her little brother, he landed on h e r : 
arm and bit her.

W — ^ m  , 1
For those of you who dont know, Milly was a classmate of ours, originally hailing from New York. In 
September 2006 she got bitten by a mosquito and was hospitalized for four days with meningitis. Four dayi 
after being discharged from the ER, she was readmitted to Brigham & Womens Hospital with afr eventual 
diagnosis of West Nile Encephalitis. Milly ended up spending five weeks at the hospital and temporarily los 
the ability to walk, failed all neurological tests, and developed parasthesias. After thatshe spent 3.5 weeka 
in rehab learning how to walk again, starting off in a wheelchair, eventually progressing to a walker, 
followed by crutches. She finally came back to NECO in January 2007 armed with a cane.

Throughout her illness and amazing recovery, she always stayed positive and kept a smile on her face. S fl 
viewed her survival as a seconcf chance at life. Milly, I just wanted to tell you that your bravery is an 
inspiration to me. Thank you foUbeing such a wonderful friend and person. Even though you will not be 
walking alongside us at graduation this year, I'm sure I speak for our class as a whole when I say that you j 
will always be considered one of the Class o f2008. With that said, let's go skydiving again!

Diane Ah-Kine Ng Poon Hingm i >r f l H  I MmJm Jmi
Disclosure: The story "Damn Mosquito" is a work of fiction meant to inject humour in a particularly serious episode of a friends I 
life. It is not meant to be a parody or to be taken the wrong way. The End.
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We may have lost some along the 
way....But we also gained a few...

Giselle Hannah Vilkomir 
Bom on June 26 2007 / ̂ 

Daughter of Viktoriya and Vlad Vilkomir

Sunshine Brynn Holstead 
Bom on July 17 2006 

Daughter of Jenn and Christopher Holstead

Matthew Craig Walworth 

Son of Julie and Nicholas Walworth

ANSWERS TO PICTURES ON PREVIOUS PAGES
1 .Alicia Marvin 2.Elliott Keller 3.Seung-Hee Choi 4.Kate Satterstrom 5.Lexi Malkin S.Marisa 

Palumbo 7.Suraj Sharma 8.Kim Nolan 9.0livia Do W.Pooja Patel 11. Justin Epstein 12.Stephan 
Kang 13. Mona Souferian 14. Nicholas Walworth 15.Tahmina Arieb 16. Kimberly Lucik 17. Veronica 

Hormilla 18.Andrea Murphy 19.Aaron Law 20.Sara Dayon 21.Lesley Bursey 22.SivhourLy 23.Rina 
Singh 24.Emily Kachinsky 25.Julie Devita 26.Viktoriya Vilkomir 27.Suzanne Rosenberg 28.Sandra 

Payton 29. Vanessa Conenna 30.Joanne Parungao 31. Ryan Hollingsworth 32.Ryan Stybel 33. Diane 
Ah-Kine Ng Poon Hing 34. Wendy Kok 35. Jacky Kong 36. Hetel Bhakta



Congratulations to the

Class of 2008

From The New England College of 
Optometry Alumni Association

Welcome to our profession!



To Janette L ilieng Liu Suzanne M. Rosenberg~ (| H i
Youve cnarted your course; 
You've £ept you|eyes on the 
prize.

X. ̂ ^ y  yoLtlfuture forever be
K A-'i®ibn of success and 

fa riir \e ss .‘

Congratulations! We are all very 
proud o f your great accomplisments 

& success

wealways,Papa, Mommy, and sisters: Jennifer, 
Juiliet, Joanna and Jessica

Believe that you are 
as magical and 
precocious as the 
deepest dreams within 
your heart. We are so 
proud of you!

We love you
Mom & David, Kristin, ^  
Desi & Mandy

Rita Cherian

Kimberly Nolan

Congratulations Kim!

You have worked so hard 
You are a dedicated and 
compassionate 
professional.

Love you, Mom, Dad, Amie 
& Casey

Congratulations



Congratulations with 
\  pride and love from 

I of your family.

Alicia:
m am ei

KRISTIN COLONNA

All things are possible when 
you believe in yourself.
And as a little girl, we never 
doubted you would be 
successful. We are proud of

Mom, Dad & Don

S, Right 
you
e bottom

ou've always been a j  
from the very start. We 
ndthing but the best, Fro 
o f our ketiirt'S. Rejoice in 
accomplishments, F.ory  ̂
so far. Pursueyour dre 
end—  Keep reaching fo r your "star"!

With Love: Mom, Dad, Brent, Kim, Lindee, 
Jared, Erica, Judson & Brianna

>e come 
the very

O

/ r  f ii-M
Congratulations We are proud of everything you accomplished and 

wish you a lifetime filled with health, happiness and success
We Love You 
Mom and Dad,

SfftvT ' I  . '• . Melissa



Suraj Sharma,
As you pursue your dreams to help others and 

the desire to make a difference remain humble, 
as life hands you challenges welcome them as 
ways to. become stronger. May your path take 
you where you want to go, and also bring you 
pleasant suprises. Be strong and believe in 
yourself. Congratulations,

Joanne

You made it! 
Choosing a goal, 
sticking to it and 
believing in yourself 
defined your 
success. 
Congratulations! 
We're very proud of 
you.

Love Dad, Mom 
Jamie, Jennie

Enjoy help! 
world realty

We are so proud of you! 

Love, Mom and Pops



MARISA PALUMBO

Jennifer Lyn Boggie 

Congratulations Jennifer!
Your dedication and perserverance has paid off. This 
special achievement will benefit so many for years to 
come. We are so proud of you!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Jared and Jason

flarisa,
Ve are so proud of you and all of your accomplishments. We know all of your hard work and perseverance 
las taken you where you are today and will follow you into your future. Congratulations! Love Dad, Mom, 
Adriana and Alfredo



Tyler,
You have worked so hard to get 
to this day. We are so proud of 
you. Your lifelong dream was 
"seeing" people benefit through 
Optometry. Rest assured, you 
now have the opportunity to 
make a difference! The profression awaits your 
abilities ! Congratulations!

Congratulations 
to the Class of

w B t i m

Love, Mom, Dad, Lindsay, & Shawna

The Dorchester House 
Eye Doctors and Staff

Nick Walworth

Minha esposa,

Congratulations! I know how difficult these 
past 2 years have been and how hard you’ve 

worked, I couldn't possibly be any prouder of 
you. You are everything a man could want in a 
wife and more! I love you and look forward to 
the rest of my life with Dr. Roberta Teixeira 

Feraco by my side.
E, por parte de seus irmaos, seu pai e sua mae, 
alguns aqui presentes e outros nao, gostariamos 

de parabeniza-la por tudo o que voce 
representa para a gente. Por ser essa irma 

amavel e sempre entregue de corpo e alma as 
causas dos seus e por ser essa filha linda, 
sempre preocupada com os pais que tem.

You've made us proud of 
everything you've 
accomplished: from class 
clown, to dad, to future 
optometrist. Your 
success at these and 
much more are inspiring 
to watch and we are 
honored to be a part of 
your journey. Now you 
are off to "save lives, one 
eye at a time"!! 
Congratulations & We 
love you,
XO, Your loving family

WE LOVE YOU!!!



so  proud of you B |  
and overjoyed to j f l  
be apart of your | i |  
accomplishment. I l l

Mom, Shorty, 
and Brandon

Congratulations! 
You did it!
I am so very very 
proud of you!
I just know you will 
bring light and 
healing to 
all those you touch 
as you travel your 
chosen path. Only 
success awaits you!

Jad Osmanski

First graduation to last graduation 
with love from Mom and Dad

Dominique

From Optometry Assistant in 
Guyana to Optometrist!.. 
Congratulations

Love Mom, Dad, Renate, Alexis 
and Nicholas

Lesley Bursey
When you told us that you were 
moving from Newfoundland, 
Canada to do optometry in 
Boston, we questioned whether 
this could become a reality. You 
tought us that anything is 
possible "if you only believe" 
and we believe in you. We are so 
proud of you.



Congratulations on this
tremendous
accomplishment!

I have never been more 
proud of you.

Love Always 
Josh

Dear Diane
We love you dearly for all the hard work you put in for so 

many years. We are so very proud of all your 
accomplishments and words cannot express how proud we 

are of you. We love you always and forever. 
Congratulations

Love, Mum, Dad and William

Diane!
Glad to know all the horsing 

around paid off. Congrats on this 
new milestone in your life. All 
the best for your bright future. 

We are all so very proud of you.

Love, Steph, Uncle Kwen and 
family



K

M
We are proud of all your 
accomplishments, from your first 
baby steps to your walk on 
graduation day.

Congratulations!

Love, Your entire family

Kimberly Ann Lucik

and ha|fw  
ut you aid itippng 

Love yqur big. si

I know it hasn't always 
atulations! I love you.



ALEXIS MALKIN
Lexi,

Congratulations, we are so proud of you. You have 
been blessed with unique talents and abilities, and 

you have used those gifts well! You've taken 
nothing for granted; rather, you have worked hard to 

prepare for a challenging future. You are an 
amazing young woman who is going to accomplish 

great things in the field of optometry. May today 
mark the beginning of many new joys and 

accomplishments and a continuation of all of the 
good things that you have already achieved.

Love Mom, Jerry, Blaire, Boba, Skoog, Zaida, Jo- 
Anne and the whole Neaman-Marcus, Malkin family



All our dreams can come true., .if  we 
have the courage to pursue them. The 
future belongs to those who believe in 

the beauty of their dreams. Our 
blessings go with you as you face a new 

career and new challenges. We love 
you and are very proud of you.

Aunt Kathy and family.

Your determination, focus and 
loving wife have brought you here 
today. May you see God's light on 
your path ahead. Always remember 
you do not walk alone. I couldn't 

love you more. Mom

Elliott
We are so very proud of 

all that you have 
accomplished.

Your hard work and 
determination have paid 

off. We are most proud of 
the person you have 

become.
Congratulations,

Love, Mom & Dad

W© are so proud of you and your 
accomplishments.

You followed your heart and succeeded in 
achieving

your dream;. May God bless and guide you
always.

Love & Congratulations!
Dad, Mom and Josh



KARINA CECILE 
MARCOVITCH

Dear Karina,

Congratulations! We are all so proud of who 
you are and what you have achieved. Our 
very best wishes for a wonderful life and a 

great career.

Love always,

Mom, Dad, Dan, Marisa, Jacob and Anna, 
and the families Marcovitch and Fahrenbruch

Congratulations on your 
graduation. We are all very 

proud of you.
Do not follow where the path 

may lead. Go, instead, where 
there is no path and leave a 

trail. -Ralph Waldo Emerson

Love, Nonna, Daddy, Mommy, Rosa 
Maria and Michael
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