
Facilitating Creative Learning Course: Week 3
May 11, 2021

Welcome
PLIX (Public Library Innovation Exchange) is an 
education outreach project at the MIT Media Lab. 
Participation in the project generates data that will 
allow us to evaluate and improve the project’s 
design. The design comprises activities and 
experiences training public library staff to facilitate 
creative learning activities in STEAM. 

We will be 
recording!

Note: Participation in chats, notes, + surveys is 
voluntary: you may skip any or all questions or 
decline further participation without 
consequence. We assure all participant’s 
confidentiality and/or anonymity.

Say hello in the chat! → 
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Community Gathering



Michelle  Learning Design Avery  Activities

Philipp  PLIX Co-Founder Lydia  Community



What’s next?
the rest of today’s session

.From the Forum.

Group Conversation + Q&A

.Techniques: Celebrate the Process. 

Peer Breakouts

.Shareouts.

Looking Ahead / Wrap-up  



From the 
Forum

!heyplix.media.mit.edu!!! 

Lots of discussion about examples

An idea I have been thinking about this week is 
providing examples and prompts that allow for multiple 
access or entry points.  - Claudia H. 

What about having the examples only out for a short 
amount of time. Maybe five or ten minutes, depending 
on the age group. Then they would be able to see them, 
move them around a bit before they got started. 
- Susan F.

That idea of the sweet spot in an 
example was revelatory to me. The 
idea that it doesn’t need to be and in 
fact shouldn’t be a perfect example 
of a fully formed idea so that’s it’s 
more inspirational of divergent ideas 
is something I’ve been chewing on 
ever since. - Michelle 



Make’n’Meet
Week 2 Examples

From the 
Forum

!heyplix.media.mit.edu!!! 



!heyplix.media.mit.edu! 

PLIX
Community 
of Practice



This Week’s

Q&A
PLIX
Conversation Starters



3 
Facilitation 
Techniques

Week 3



Celebrate the learning process,
not just the finished product



Creative 
Learning 
Spiral



.com / futurehumans



Future Humans project 
at Queens Public Library
on Rocket.chat

Process 
Slides



Process 
Slides

Future Humans project 
at Queens Public Library
on Rocket.chat



Genius is 
1% inspiration, 
99% perspiration.
Thomas Alva Edison

GIFs courtesy of US National Archives





unsplash @designhorf

flickr / Steve Berry / TV Cream Toys



Don’t touch the tools!



Avoid technical jargon



Guides for 
Facilitating 
Creative 
Learning

Others from 
this week’s 
reading

Family Creative Learning The Tinkering Studio (Exploratorium) The Clubhouse Network



Breakouts
Share your name & library

Discuss examples how you might 
use creative learning facilitation 
techniques in your context



This Week’s 
Content

!plix.media.mit.edu/events/fcl-2021/week-3! 

read!

create!

simulate!
facilitate!

listen! PLIX
Conversation 
Starters

(optional)



Personas



Example Persona
You have a clear goal in mind but you 
struggle to create what you envision. When 
you encounter a roadblock, you are easily 
frustrated.

● You don’t realize that there is a lot of support (examples, guides, peers, etc.) 
around.

● You may ask multiple questions about the same problem you are having.

● You may need something explained to you in a few different ways. 

● When something doesn’t work as expected, you may blame it on the material being 
broken, rather than trying to troubleshoot. 

● You may need someone to show you the variety of support materials and resources 
available before you try to use them.



This Week: Flickering Fashion!

Every Thursday 
3pm Eastern on Zoom!

Make’n’Meet

Image: Dave Fink

Light up your lunar 
wardrobe with paper 
circuits!

What will you wear to 
the cosmic picnic in the 
intergalactic garden? 



What to bring this week. . .

coin cell battery 
critical

LEDs
critical

copper tape
recommended

(can use aluminum foil)

metal clips
suggested



!heyplix.media.mit.edu! 

PLIX
Community 
of Practice



Tuesday, June 1
12–2pm ET



Facilitating Creative Learning Course
April 26–May 21, 2021

Thank You!
See you on the PLIX Forum, at the Make’n’Meet, and/or next Tuesday!

plix.media.mit.edu/events/fcl-2021



Facilitating Creative Learning Course
April 26–May 21, 2021

Mingling
Stick around if you’d like to chat informally!

plix.media.mit.edu/events/fcl-2021


