Latent
in Homer’s Iliad

——
——

Orsat Ligorio
University of Belgrade

Classical Studies : Traditions, Status, Prospects
Belgrade, Faculty of Philosophy, Dec 2-5, 2025




‘Like’

-
1. 3.196 autog 8¢ ktidos cos émmwAeiTal oTixas dvdpddv:! ¢ ‘

rages, like some ram, through the marshalled ranks of the fighters? ,,.» ' V

Ram’s Head Rhyton
1 Allen-Monro 1912-192, 2 Lattimore 1951. 5th c. BC



Position-making ‘Like’

1. 11.172 o1 & €11 kau péooov mediov poPéovto Pdes s,

while others still in the middle plain stampeded like cattle?

Cow’s Head Rhyton
1 Allen-Monro 1912-192, 2 Lattimore 1951. 4th c. BC



v
1. 2.764 t&s EUunAos éAauve ToScokeas dpvibas s

Eumelos ... that he drove, swift moving like birds,

VA
. 3.2 Tpddes uev kAayyf T’ évoTri] T {oav 8pvibes cg
the Trojans came on with clamour and shouting, like wildfowl,

V4
1. 3.60 aiel To1 kpadin wéAekus cds EOTIV ATEIPT|S

still, your heart forever is weariless, like an axe-blade

. 4.482 fiA\Bev: 6 &’ v kovinol xauai Téoev alyeipos s,
he dropped then to the ground in the dust, like some black poplar

1. 5.476 &AA& kaTaTTOOOOUO!L KUVES Eds AUl AédovTar
no, but they slink away like hounds who circle the lion

V4
. 6.443 ai ke kakds éds vOopiv aAuokdlcwo TToAéuolo

if like a coward I were to shrink aside from the fighting



VA
1. 9.155 ol ké & BcoTivniol Bedv Eds Tiurjoouaol

who will honour him as if he were a god with gifts given

VA
1. 9.302 Teipouévous EAéaipe KaTd oTpaTOV, of ot Bedv €
who are afflicted along the host, and will honour you as a god

VA
1. 11.58 Aiveiav 0’, &s Tpwaoi Beds ¢os TieTo drjuw,
and Aineias, honoured by Trojans in the countryside as a god is
J ’ J ’ 4 ¢ () J /4 9 b, /4

1. 11.237 &pyUpco avtouévn udAiBos cos ETPATET  aixun.
the spearpoint pushed against the silver bent back, like soft led

VA
1. 12.176 &dpyaléov &¢ ue Talta Bedv dds TAVT &yopeloal
It were too much toil for me, as if I were a god, to tell all this
p) 9 bl bl ~ 14 /4 ¢ J4
1. 13.470 &AN’ oUk ISoueviia pdBos A&Be TnAUyeTov ds,
yet no fear gripped Idomeneus as if he were a stripling



VA
1. 13.531 Mnpidvns & €€ aUTis émaApevos aiyutrids s,

Meriones in yet another swoop like a vulture

VA
1. 14.185 kaA&d vnyaTéc: Aeukov 8’ v HéAios o
with a sweet fresh veil that glimmered pale like the sunlight

VA
1. 15.196 xepoi 8¢ ur| Ti ye T&yxy kakdv s deldlootobud:

and let him absolutely stop frightening me, as if I were mean

VA
1. 18.438 Tov uév ¢yco Bpéwaoca putdv s Youvd aAwris,

[ nurtured him, like a tree grown in the pride of the orchard

, VA
1. 20.200=431 TInAet®dn, un &1 éméeooi ye vnmuTiov s
Son of Peleus, never hope by words to frighten me as if I were a baby
V4
1.22.434 Tpwoi te kal Tpwfiol katd TToAW, of ot Bedv o
to the men and women of Troy. They adored you as if you were a god



N/A Cases

1. 20.164 TInAetdns & £Tépwbev EvavTiov dpTo )\écﬁv o,

From the other side the son of Peleus rose like a lion against him?2

Y

/

Lion's Head Rhyton
1 Allen-Monro 1912-192, 2 Lattimore 1951. 4th c. BC



1. 5.299 augei 8 &p’ altd Paive Aéwv s aAki Temo1feos,
and like a lion in the pride of his strength stood over him

_ 4
1. 11.129 Tco 8¢ kuknbrTnVv: 6 &’ évavTtiov HPTO Aéwv s

and they were stunned with fear, for against them rose like a lion

VA
1. 12.312 év Aukin, rdvTtes 8¢ BeoUs cos eilcopdwot,

in Lykia, and all men look on us as if we were immortals

1. 13.178 viE’, ek &’ Eomracev Eyxos: 6 & alT’ émeoev pueAin s,
... and wrenched the spear out again, and he dropped like an ash tree

1. 15.579 AvTidoxos & émdpouce klwv s, 65 T £l VERPGD
Antilochus sprang forth against him, as a hound rushes

1. 24.572 TInAetdns 8 oikolo )\écfw s adATo BUpalk,
The son of Peleus bounded to the door of the house like a lion



N/A Cases

1. 11.172 apyaréov Tpwwv kal Axaidov: ol B¢ )\L'IKO\{ s,

weary work by Trojans and Achaians, who like wolves?

Wolf's Head Rhyton
1 Allen-Monro 1912-192, 2 Lattimore 1951. 4th c. BC



1. 11.72 {oag 8 Uouivn kepaAdas €xev, ol d¢ AUkol €
The pressure held their heads on a line and they ... like wolves

’ pJ \ ’ \ ’ ¢ \ ¢ (3
1. 16.156 mavTtas dva kAioias ouv TeUxeov: oi O AUkol €

all in their war gear along the shelters. And they, as wolves

VA
1. 20.244 &AN* &ye unkétt Talta Aeycopeba vnition s,
But come, let us no longer stand here talking of these things like children,

-~ VA
1. 22.394 & Tpdies kaTh &oTu Bedd €5 EUXETOWVTO.

whom the Trojans glorified as if he were a god in their city.



At a Glance

No consonant at the end of the first word:

therefore, it has to be at the beginning of the next word — ¢bs.




The Usual Suspect

Latent digamma: Gk. ¢5s < earlier *huyos.

The existence of latent digamma has been recognised
for roughly 3 centuries.

Already in 1732, R. Bentley attempted to restore the
metre of the lliad and the Odyssey on this basis.’

Richard Bentley
(1662-1742)

1 Chisholm 1911.



Gothic swe

Chantraine compares Greeks *huos with Gothic swe.’

Gothic swe derives from Proto-Germanic *swé ‘as, like: so’:
ct. Gothic swe, Old Norse sva, Old English swa / swae / swé
English so, Old Saxon so, Dutch zo, Old High German s6.2

PGm. *swé is derived from PIE reflexive *su- ‘self’.

1 Chantraine 1948: 125f, 1977: 1305. 2 Kroonen 2013: 496f.

Pierre Chantraine
(1899-1974)



Gothic swe

Mark X 15:

SAEL N1 ANQNIMIY PINAANTAKAGA CNAILS SYE BAKN

N1 paANh uiMI 1IN 1ZA1

Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a child,
he shall not enter therein’

Matthew VI 10:
SYE IN NIMINA GAN ANA AIKRODAL

as in heaven, so on earth’

Codex Argenteus
Mt VI 9-16

1 Streitberg 1910: IT 134.



Gothic swe

Chantraine’s etymology:
Root

Meaning

X Function

X

—ormation

Unlike ¢35, Gothic swe is not a postposition or an instrumental.

(Form in -cos usually explained as arising from *-oh1, or *-6d.)’

Pierre Chantraine
(1899-1974)

1 E.g. Rix 1992: 170.



Uet IMore Concerns

There are no dialectal forms with digamma.

"Exception”: Locrian foti ‘because’ (Chantraine).
Not the same word, and usually taken as mistake
for hoti = 4111

Besides, Chantraine’s etymology makes no sense
philogenetically (Greek and Germanic isolex).

1 Schwyzer 19603: 363

wE ey s whs o v
aupi 7 ap aufpocior Féavor Fisar, ov Foi ' ABava
£3vue aoxncaica, tidn & évl daidala molla.
qovoiascs & Evétaios xaza oTn0g MEQOVaro.
{adaro 82 {dvvar Exatov Queavoid’ agapuiar,
& & apa éguar Enxe fvtpwrowss AoSBoums
20iyAnva popoevra * yupis 0 ancAaunero moAda.
xoadéuvas & inunepBa xalVyaro dia Beawy
xaldonw vayaréws® Asvxov 8 sy .
w060s & vno Anapoise édncaro xalda nédidda.
avrap inel Oy movia mepl ypoi Onxaro xocuov,
ga @ iuev ix Oakauoso, xaliocausva & Apgodizav,
ray allwy anavevBa Béwv mpog uoBor peme -
R Prre, BELY TNLY RS ST W 1Y
A. Fick’s edition of the Iliad
without digamma ad 14.185



All the King’s hoses

¢35 [1] postp. ‘as, like’
derives from PIE *su- ‘selt'?1.2

cs [2] adv. ‘'so’ / conj. ‘'when; because; therewith’
derives from PIE *Hio- ‘which’.2

s [3] adv. ‘thus’
derives from PIE *so- ‘that'.2

cs [4] praep.+acc. 'to’
of unclear origin.2

Robert S.P. Beekes
(1937-2017)

1 Chantraine 1948: 125f, 1977: 1305. 2 Beekes 2010: 1683.



All the King’s hoses

¢ [1] postp. ‘as, like’

*

cs [2] adv. ‘'so’ / conj. ‘'when; because; therewith’
derives from PIE *Hio- ‘which’.2

s [3] adv. ‘thus’
derives from PIE *so- ‘that'.2

cs [4] praep.+acc. 'to’
of unclear origin.2

Robert S.P. Beekes
(1937-2017)

1 Chantraine 1948: 125f, 1977: 1305. 2 Beekes 2010: 1683.



Psilosis?

4 4
Od. 1.1 ’Av8pa ot évvette, MoUoa, roAUTpomov, 65 udAa TToAAA!

Tell me Muse, of the man of many ways, who was driven many journeys?

But the rough breathing in the relative cos / &g

never makes a position in Homer.

1 Allen-Monro 1912-192, 2 Lattimore 1965: 1.



No Psilosis In Clusters

Y
Od. 22.417 &AN' &ye pot oU yuvaikas évi yeydpois kataAe€ov,’

Now assemble here the women who are in the palace,

In clusters, there is no psilosis: yeyd&pois = huesydpors;

ct. Meg. MheyapeUs ‘citizen of Méyapa’

1 Allen-Monro 1912-192, 2 Lattimore 1965: 1.



V4
Od. 2.4 moooi 8 Utd (h)AMirapoicwv ¢drjoaTto kaA& mTédIAa,

underneath his shining feet he bound the fair sandals
V4

Od. 5.293 mravTtoicov avéuwv, ovv 8¢ (h)vepéeool kKAAuwe
of all the winds together, and huddled under the cloud scuds

, VA
Od. 5.327 v & épdpel uéya kiua kaTa (h)pdov évba kai évba.
then the waves tossed her about the current now here, now. there:

N VA

Od. 5.366 Gpoe & émi (h)uéya kipa TTooeiddcwov évoaoixbuwov,
Poseidon, shaker of the earth, drove on a great wave



Tentative Solution

1. 11.172 o1 & €11 kau péooov mediov poPéovto Pdes s,

while others still in the middle plain stampeded like cattle?

cds would avoid psilosis in cliticized: Bdes__cos = boesh0s.

Only requirement: enclitic rather than orthotonic in Homer.

1 Allen-Monro 1912-192, 2 Lattimore 1951.



Sanskrit cognate

asid raja nalo nama virasenasuto bali

Lived of yore, a Raja, Nala, Virasena’s mighty son,
upapanno gunair istaih rUpavan asvakovidah

Gifted he with choicest virtues beauteous, skilled in taming steeds:
atisthan manujendranam murdhni devapatir yatha’
Head of all the kings of mortals like the monarch of the gods?

Skt. yatha (also YAv. yaBa) works exactly like Gk. ¢as.

It is a postposition derived from instrumental *Hio-th,oh1.3

M, 3631923,

\\@@o@?)%\@@éﬂ@ﬁéq—oﬁo;ﬁo - | &

) a \ o A Bl s
. —\() /2//(/(/7/46(7/7/040’ v A% /I/’ (A2 jr # 27V —eum

T —— e A A S e e —————
“Monarch of the Gods”

1 Kellner 1885: 20. 2 Monier-Williams 1978: 3. 3 LIPP I 182. Indra, the Vrtra-slayer



Conclusions

(1) Pertormance of discussed etymologies:
P|E *su-: Root | 4 Meaning | X Functinon
°|E *Hio-: RoOt Meaning -unctinon

~ormation °hylogenetics.

—ormation Phylogenetics.

8 X

(2) The latter etymology appers superior.

(3) Position-making property rests upon known mechanisms of Homeric metrics (h-clusters)

(4) Only assumption required: cds was a clitic (cos) rather than orthotonic (c3s) in Homer.

(5) Implicitly,  would prefer to print Bdes cos rather than Bdes cas, etc.

(6) Univerbation of cos with the preceeding word, or cliticization, must have taken place prior to psilosis.

(7) Theretore, some of the Homeric tradition must be older than psilosis.
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