Areal Convergence
of Phrygian
and Insular Aeolic

Orsat Ligorio
(University of Belgrade)

Revisiting the Key Milestones in the History of Greek
Institute of Modern Greek Studies, Thessaloniki
6-8 November, 2025




KANUTIEVAIS
son of Kanuti

KANUTIEVAN-OS
genitive singular

KANUTIEVAIS < *KANUTIEVAN-S.

Therefore, *-ANS > -AIS?]

1 Brixhe 1990: 65; later also Brixhe 2004: 31, Ligorio & Lubotsky 2013, Obrador Cursach 2018 etc.



*-ns > *-ans > -AlS
accusative plural

*n > AN
*hsnhsm-n > ONOM-AN

*bhrehster-ns > *brater-ans > BRATER-AIS.

Also, *-ons > -0IS and *-ehyns > -AlS.

1 Brixhe 1990: 65; later also Brixhe 2004: 31, Ligorio & Lubotsky 2013, Obrador Cursach 2018 etc.



Compare:

PGk. *tons > Lesb. Tois
PGk. *tans > Lesb. Taic

Usually assumed to be an Aeolic Influence on Phrygian.




Greek loanwords in Phrygian:

OPhr. -VANAK < Gk. *uanaks 'king’, Myc. wa-na-ka
OPhr. TLAVAGETA < Gk. *lauagetas 'leader’, Myc. ra-wa-ke-ta

Aeolic loanwords in Phrygian:

OPhr. STALA < Aeol. otdAAa ‘stele’ ten—oThiAnR
OPhr. KRAN-IYA < Aeol. kpdvva ‘well’ Her—«kpivr

Phrygian loanwords in Aeolic:

Homer ki-kus ‘vigour’ < Phr. *ki- < PIE *gwihs- ‘life’
Sappho Retdos < OPhr. BEVDOS ‘woman’s dress’




Hypothesis:
*-Vns > -Vis is a result of Lesbian influence on Phrygian.!

(1933-1921)

1 Already in Brixhe.



Data for
-\ns > =Vis
in Phrygian




The Phrygian Akaragayun

Midas Monument

(M-02)

(M-01)



ATES ARKIAEVAIS AKENANOGAVOS MIDAI LAVAGTAEI VANAKTEI EDAES

Attes, the son of Archias, the akenanogavos, made (this monument) for Midas, the leader (and) the king.



BABA MEMEVAIS PROITAVOS KOIYANAVEYOS SIKENEMAN EDAES

Baba, the son of Memes, the proitavos, the kgiyanaveyos, made this niche.
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BBA MEMEVAIS PROITAVO[S] / K TIANAVEYOS AKARAGAYUN / EDAES
Baba, the son of Memes, the proitavos, / the klianaveyos, erected (this) / altar.
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Daskyleion Stele

Uylicek Inscription

Germanos Inscription

(B-06)

(B-04)

(B-01)
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... KTEVOYS EKEY ...
... property there ...
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... LAKES BRATERAIS PATRIYOISKE

... has taken brothers and relatives.



... EVENT NOKTOY EMETETARIYOIS

... to violation ...



VASOUS IMAN MEKAS / KANUTIEVAIS / DEVOS KE MEKAS

Vasous Iman the great, the son of Kanuti, and the great god.



TUMIDA MEMEUIS...

Tumida, son of Memes...



AZSEMOYNKNOYMANAAIBPEPAK
“EYNEOIAAIKEVFEIAN- vac.
MANKANIANESTAEIBPATEPE
MAIMAPHANTIOYKPOZMANIZ

ETTAPKEZAETOYN
<EYNANAIAMQY BPOKE!

EKMOYTAHZIOY
POTOZ

Inscription of llgin
(No. 31)
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Stele of Isiklar
(No. 09)



AS S EMOYNKNOYMANAAIOPEPAK
“EYNEOIAAIKEFEIAN- vac.
MANKANIANES TAESBPATEPE

MAIMAPHANTIOYKPOZMANIZ
EVTAPKESAETOYN

<EYNANAIAMQYBPOKE!
MNEKMOYT/ \H Z10Y
POTOE

... ZEYNAN Al AMQ3> BPOKEIQ / AEKMOYTAHZ |OY / MPO TO>OY
?
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Y3 AOYNET[Y]OY NASE / AEKMOYTAIZ KINO[Y]/MA...
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n-stem O-stem r-stem
nom.sg acc.pl. acc.pl.
ARKIAEVAIS < *-an-s MEMEUIS! < -AIS < *-an-s AEKMOYTAHS < *-a-ns KTEVOYS? < *-0-ns BRATERAIS < *-ans
MEMEVAIS < *-an-s AEKMOYTAIZ < *-a-ns PATRIYOIS < *-0-ns
KANUTIEVAIS *-an-s EMETETARIYOIS < *-0-ns

In Phrygian, *-Vns always develops to -Vis.




There is no variation in the attested data.

-OYS is a spelling variant for -OIS: KTEVOYS = TKTEVOIS'
-AH> is a spelling variant for -Alz: AEKMOYTAHS = AEKMOYTAIZ

Only exception: MEMEUIS, next to MEMEVAIS.
- usually explained by Luwian contraction *-uwa- > -u-2

Also, no gradation in the data. Usually:

?

point
of contact

Areally induced change not an intuitive assumption.

1 Cf. datives in -oi ~ -0y, -ai ~ -ay, -ei ~ -ey. 2 See Obrador-Cursach 2018: 240.



Data for
-\'ns > =Vis
in Ancient Greek




maioca < mévoa ‘all ‘(IG X11/2 502)
uoloa < uévoa ‘Muse’ (Sapph.)

Word-internal
‘Vvo-

3pl. &modid-oio1 < -oval ‘give up’ (IG X11/2 502)
3pl. TpoTib-ci01 < -evol ‘set out’ (IG X1I/2 19)

ot. é6éA-oi0a < -ovoa ‘want’ (Sapph.)

acc. p

acc. p

Word-final
-Vvg

. BvdT-ais ‘mortals’< -avs (Sapph.

. aipiév-ois ‘mules’ > -ovs (Sapph.



Chios

Word-internal

Vvo-

3pl. mpriE-oicv < -ovel ‘do’ (IG XI 76)1

1 Usually regarded as ‘adventitious Aeolism’; cf. Buck 1928: 68, 143.



?
Thera & Cyrene

Word-internal
‘Vvo-

Thera aioca < mévoa ‘all’ (IG 7)1
Cyrene &vrik-oloa < -ovoa ‘promote’ (DGE 237)

1 Quoted by Buck and Bechtel but in fact not in IG; see Ringe 315.



El

Word-final
-Vvo-

acc. pl. yeve-aip < -avs (DGE 424)
acc. pl. &A\A-oip > -ovs (DGE 425)

S




Elis Th. & C. Chios Lesbian

Vvs- > -Vio- — + (+) +

Vg > -Vig -+ — _ +

As opposed to Phrygian, -Vvs(-) in Greek rarely develops to Vio/s.




Questions
for the theory
of Areal Convergence
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Concluding
Thoughts
& ldeas




Proposition:

- in Lesbian, Vns > Vis is of Phrygian origin
- in Chian, it is of Lesbian origin (uncontroversial)

-Vns > Vis in Theran and Elean coincidental and unrelated

Timing in Lesbian:

- posterior to Aeolic migrations / first contact with Phrygians
- prior to Sappho / oldest attestations

Absence in East lonic:

- Phrygian had no effect on East lonic — Lydian buffer zone?
- but also because it had eliminated -Vvs earlier than Aeolic

Phrygian-Aeolic convergence:

- supported also by other shared teatures?
- PIE *r > Phr. ro; cf. PIE *mrt- ‘death’ > MPhr. MPOT-Iz, Aeol. BpoT-ds



Thank you!




