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                                                                                          Gathering                               JULY 30, 2023 

PRELUDE—Ensemble 

EASTER GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
What treasure do we have in these waters? 
What difference does it make to be baptized into Christ? 
Jesus is like water: always seeking the lowest point. 
To be baptized is to be changed–once for all and again every new day–into people who go down to the 
bottom instead of trying to climb to the top. 
This is the path of healing and transformation. 
We know it when rock bottom becomes our new foundation.  
 “The view from the top of anything is distorted by misperception, illusions, fear of falling, and a        
radical disconnection from the heart.” 
From below, I see clearly–reality, resilience, healing, who I really am, who God really is.  
Jesus calls us to be where he is–near the poor, the sinner, the suffering, and the enemy. That’s not just 
to help them, but to let them help us in ways we never knew we needed. 
Baptism is this call in our lives.  
Baptism gives us this Spirit to go into the depths and not to stay just on the surface of things. Down 
into grief. Down into love. Letting go. Unlearning. Baptism shows us who we’ve always been and who 
we will always be–a beloved child of an endlessly strong and wise Mother, an endlessly gentle and   
loving Father. 
Baptism brings us back home. 
When we are at home in God, we don’t even need to be afraid of what we have done or what others 
have done to us. Need, desire, doubt, resistance, rebellion are no threat either. We can include them. 
We can include everyone and every thing and exclude nothing and no one. 
Because God wastes nothing, not even sin. Because in Christ, all things hold together. 
This is the treasure in these waters. This and every other promise of goodness, mercy, and life.  
You are baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
We are baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
and with Christ and all creation, we will forever fall into love and rise to new life.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 2 

 

GATHERING SONG  ELW 364                 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
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TEXAS KYRIE 
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GLORY IN THE HIGHEST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let’s pray.  

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and 
we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Word 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12  

A reading from Acts. 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest,   
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the 
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are    questioned 
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before 
you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead. 11This Jesus is  
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by 
which we must be saved.” 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                                                                               Sheep May Safely Graze               J.S. Bach/arr. Sharon Elery Rogers 
Adult Handbells 

PSALM: Psalm 23 
1The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
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SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24  

A reading from 1st John. 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives 
for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother 
or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know 
that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; 
for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 
 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 GOSPEL VERSE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL:   John 10:11-18  

The gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

… the gospel of the Lord.  Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Clark Olson-Smith       
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 780                        Shepherd Me, O God 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Meal 

OFFERING WITH OFFERTORY  ELW 481  Come to the Table 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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...with every breath.  We praise you, O God. 

...into the future.  We bless you, O God. 

...with us now.  We thank you, O God. 

...we proclaim the mystery of faith:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

COMMUNION SONGS                                         
 ELW 466 In the Singing           See page 13                                   
 ELW 472 Eat This Bread    See page 14 
 ELW 469 By Your Hand You Feed Your People See page 15 
 ELW 479 We Come to the Hungry Feast See page 16 

 
Sending 

 
BIRTHDAY RECOGNITION 
 
BLESSING 
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2006 Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music (ASCAP www.jonathanrundman.com.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Used by permission from the Augsburg Fortress © 2024. Sundays and Seasons License #103415. All rights reserved. 

SENDING SONG   ELW 763               My Life Flows on in Endless Song 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE—Ensemble 

 

The quotation in the Thanksgiving for Baptism is by Richard Rohr in Dancing Standing Still. 
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LARGE PRINT COMMUNION SONGS 

COMMUNION SONG   ELW 466              In the Singing         
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COMMUNION SONG ELW 472            Eat This Bread  
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COMMUNION SONG  ELW 469 By Your Hand You Feed Your People  
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COMMUNION SONG   ELW 479 We Come to the Hungry Feast  


