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                                                                                          Gathering                            JULY 30, 2023 

PRELUDE 

EASTER GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
What treasure do we have in these waters? 
What difference does it make to be baptized into Christ? 
Jesus is like water: always seeking the lowest point. 
To be baptized is to be changed–once for all and again every new day–into people who go down to the 
bottom instead of trying to climb to the top. 
This is the path of healing and transformation. 
We know it when rock bottom becomes our new foundation.  
As Richard Rohr says, “the view from the top of anything is distorted by misperception, illusions, fear 
of falling, and a radical disconnection from the heart.” 
From below, I see clearly–reality, resilience, healing, who I really am, who God really is.  
Jesus calls us to be where he is–near the poor, the sinner, the suffering, and the enemy. That’s not just 
to help them, but to let them help us in ways we never knew we needed. 
Baptism is this call in our lives.  
Baptism gives us this Spirit to go into the depths and not to stay just on the surface of things. Down 
into grief. Down into love. Letting go. Unlearning. Baptism shows us who we’ve always been and who 
we will always be–a beloved child of an endlessly strong and wise Mother, an endlessly gentle and lov-
ing Father. 
Baptism brings us back home. 
When we are at home in God, we don’t even need to be afraid of what we have done or what others 
have done to us. Need, desire, doubt, resistance, rebellion are no threat either. We can include them. 
We can include everyone and every thing and exclude nothing and no one. 
Because God wastes nothing, not even sin. Because in Christ, all things hold together. 
This is the treasure in these waters. This and every other promise of goodness, mercy, and life.  
You are baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
We are baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
and with Christ and all creation, we will forever fall into love and rise to new life. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW 377              Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                      This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let’s pray together. 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with 
your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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ANTHEM                                                                          What I Have I Will Give Thee                                          Mark Patterson 
Adult Choir 

WORD 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE with BLESSING READER 

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19  

A reading from Acts. 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself 
has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him 
this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God      
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent       
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 PSALM: Psalm 4  
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
3Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; 
the Lord will hear me when I call. 
4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord. 
6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord. 
7You have put gladness in my heart, 
more than when grain and wine abound. 
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure.  
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SECOND READING:  1 John 3:1-7 

A reading from 1st John. 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s            
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is              
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 
 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was            
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins 
has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is 
right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:36b-48  

The gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

...The gospel of the Lord.  Glory to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                                                                                                                                                                                             Pastor Clark Olson-Smith 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 468               Around You, O Lord Jesus  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Meal  
OFFERING &  OFFERTORY  (WOV )   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3rd Sunday of Easter+ April 14, 2024                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
…Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
…burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 ELW 522 As We Gather at Your Table See page 12 

 ELW 376 Thine Is the Glory  See page 13 

 ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together See page 14 
  
 
 

Sending 

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3rd Sunday of Easter+ April 14, 2024                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          11 

 

SENDING SONG   ELW 366               The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

Used by permission from the Augsburg Fortress © 2024. Sundays and Seasons License #103415. All rights reserved. 
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LARGE PRINT COMMUNION SONGS 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    ELW 522       As We Gather at Your Table 
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 376      Thine Is the Glory  
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together  


